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Mugabe heads for re election 

HARASS (R) — ftrito Robert Maptbe haded far a cowfotaUe 
Tkfr.Sitoioy hi ZMwbetfs presMenttrt dcctinp, bet a low tonal 
dvhtd Hi hops rf a native popular mandate far tenting fee eomhrfafa 
a uuu aart y date. WBfc veto corottd frnra22 rftfa. im 
B^ tfatraf-Gaienl Tobrtu* Mndufc tM Mngahr had »«u 321^, ar a 
p tr cart, to tiMM fee ftfe d miuH i U Edpr Tefare, leader «f the 
Ztattab** IHfy MoveuKrt (ZCM). Bet the fapra As indicated that od* 
abort Wffte zrgMaed Totan art to the polk, i fcw t M Marta toe 
mmtn Mtehte he Car Us dramrfrr^S Sfj 

uuiUi party qotn with a one petty stole. Ea the prthnrtay »bf H i^ 
Mngdrt ZANU-FF party wee the first 13 seats deefarcd. fa Mugabe's 
bhthplRaoi Us tirter Sabtoa won toe Zrtmba eousfttacucy with 8,08 rates 
to 525 far theZUM candidate oat of a total electorate of 42,71 L The lew 
t—ert wanted pahHc apathy towards Magabe*s owf w tpi far a new 
madato from flw eatots. 




iiijjVf iiivall i .>U jt Lj_»K'»VU jjuu 


Beidh tipped to replace Attas 

AIKEN (AP) — AH Saleh Al Beidh, the ackn o wledged s trong ma n in Sooth 
Yemen rtice the dvfl war rt 1986, la expected to become the oOdal bead of 
state, it was dadomd Saturday. The poHtkal bureau of toe ruling Yemeni 
Sodafist Party (YSF) is oaiai fl y dbenssfeg the pagtibMy of revamping 
(be three top ports in the country, app a rent ly to set its boo s e In order In 
pnep ar atle n Cor the me rg er with North Yemen, party soarces add. The 
Borneo told the Asso ci at ed Press that these ch an ges, which Involve the 
party leadership, the y rauh Som and toe cabinet of m ini s te r s, have been 
milUf dtwrtaw far two weefcs. The party certrrt nawmlttHt wfll ha eaBed 
to meet whfahi the Mow in g few days to make the relevant deefsfams, »M. 
the sources, who cortd not be named undo* party rales: They said Bddh, ' 
who h party aecnttiy-general, woaU replace Haider Aba Bakr Al Attas, 
who Is dt^mun of toe pneskHnm and conmonly referred to as prcddcaL 
Attas wffl lead toe cabinet whfle the c ur rent prime minister Yasstoe Saeed 
Nonam wB be devoted to party aHahs, they said. 
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U.N. chief 
ends visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — United Na- 
tions Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar left Amman 
Saturday after a four-day private 
visit to Jordan during which he 
was received by His Majesty King 
Hussein and His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. Perez de 
Cuellar was seen off by Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Marwan Al Qasem and 
Jordan’s Permanent Representa- 
tive to the United Nations Saiah 

Khalaf. 

Thatcher says 
‘no vacancy 7 for 
British leader 


>s -0?y CHELTENHAM, England (R) 
— Prime Minister Margaret 
", Thatcher, her 15-year ste- 

- - ■’ wardship of the Conservative 

• Party in question as never before, 
" - v insisted Saturday there was “no 

vacancy** for Britain's leader. In a 

- keenly-awaited speech to a meet- 
• ■ r ing of top party officials in this 

,, western England spa, Thatcher 
rmgingly declared: *T haven’t 
7 come to Cheltenham to retire." 
.„ Former Conservative Party 
Chairman Norman Tebbit 
sparked a heated debate over 
' Thatcher's grip on power when 
. 4 J t be said this week be would be a 
4 /■ candidate to succeed her if die 
1 ■ stepped down before the next 

~ ^general election. 

7 French Communist 
v mayor sacked 

PARIS (R) — A Communist 
.. us mayor in the Paris suburbs was 
thrown out of office for alleged 
racist remarks Saturday as a 
_ : national debate on fimwigr arion 

gaint^ twTOK33ftnn , Andre De- 
schamps, for 30 years mayor of 
the northeastern suburb Qfcby- 
Sous-Bois, lost his job to a rival 
;7*‘i Communist after bong quoted in 
the press last week as comparing 
Arabs ami blades to “a pack of 
hyenas.” His political demise, 
7* accompanied by noisy street pro- 

* tests, took place as the conserva- 

■, tive opposition opened a two-day 

- convention on immigration be- 
■.:* fore a major political gathering 

on Tuesday called to stamp out 
growing racism. 

Rebels, trying to 
; Infiltrate Manila 

; : MANILA (AP) — Up to 1,000 

- Co mmun is t rebels have been sent 
to Manila from nearby provinces 
to step up assassinations and 
attacks in the capital, the state- 
nm news agency reported Satur- 

«. . day. The Philippines News Agen- 

cy, quoting unnamed intelligence 
... ’ J sources, raid rebel troops were 
moved into hideouts in northern 
and southern districts of the city 
over the past three weeks in 
preparation for a “summer oflen- 
h -r-g .. sive.” At least nine people, in- 
1 ** dodiog a lieutenant colonel, have 

been killed in the Manila area in 
.v: the past 10 days in attacks blamed 

on the rebel New People’s Army. 

7 U.N. panel urges 
v more food aid 

ROME (AP) — More than 80 
■ 1 co untries have appealed for in- 
. creased food aid to Africa's 
<1 . poorest countries, the U.N. Food 
and Agriculture Orgamsation 
■ 7- .(PAO) said Saturday. The agen- 
. 9** co mm i tt ee on world food 

- . tec&rity, which concluded a 
~ week-long meeting here Friday, 

7 *wl mils final report that greater 

’ pledges of aid were Deeded to 

7 raeet foe “substantial uncovered 
* emergency relief needs of Ango- 
' -7 ^Sfaiopia, Mozambique and 
. j- < SnAm * commi tt e e gxpress- 
f. satisfaction at an anticipated 
' genend increase hi worldwide 
.food «d from 9.8 to 11.6 million 
,_V toOKS. 

Israeli police seize 
j;t 32 kg of drugs 

7 HAIFA (AP) — In a major drug 
. . hustf.pcfice seized 33 k3os of 
r feroio and other hard drugs 
: aboard an ZsraeH vessel in the 

“ J t . P°n ttf Haifa, pohee rani Samr- 
. v :i the drags were hidden in a 
' '7 ccaxtainer marked “fornitare” 

■ " -r r . : lfao «d a vcsrfnm by the Israeli 
sfaippiiig company Zim, said 
. * * Haifa police officer Tikvah 

- : ; Yoset Sbt s add pofice seized 32 

. "7 <7 Hogrammea' or heroin, half a 
.^7 ” k3ograaanc of cocaine and half a 

- 7-' blogrammc “of opium. 


Gorbachev issues tough 
warning to Lithuanians 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Mikhail Gorbachev warned the 
Lithuanian people Saturday rt» a t 
failure to beed ‘Moscow’s call to 
abandon their seff-prodbumed in- 
dependence could lead to “grave 
consequences fin' all of us.” 

“The situation in foe republic 
and around h has taken on a 
dramatic character,” he said in an 
appeal reported by foe official 
TASS news agency. 

“If now the voice of reason is 
not heeded, events could have 
grave conseqnnces for all of us. 
We must be united in striving to 
prevent this,” Gorbachev said. 

He said Soviet people were 
demanding action to defend foe 
country's constitution and protect 
its citizens from “foe harm caused 
by file actions of die separatists.” 

Id a separate appeal to foe 
rep u b li c’s parliament, Gorbachev 
described its March 11 declara- 
tion of independence and subse- 
quent actions as “running counter 
to the co nstitu t i on of foe USSR 
and having an openly defiant and 
insulting character for foe entire 
(Soviet) Union.” 

“I want to declare yet again • 
that this path is ruinous and can 
only lead to a dead end,” he 
added. 

The twin appeals from Gor- 
bachev, his most ominous warn- 
ings to date, heightened foe ten- 
sion between Moscow and the 
rebel republic. 

The Kremlin has been applying 
increasing pressure on Lithuania, 
rounding up army deserters and 
sending tTOOps tO OCCdpy public 
buildings despite appeals from 
U.S. -President Geoig&Bu& and - * 
other Western leaders not to use 
force. 

Bush sent a message to Gor- 


bachev Friday and told reporters 
he hoped to prevent any mis- 
understanding which could sour 
superp o w e r relations. 

Gorbachev's appeals were 
issued a day after foe parliament 
of Estonia announced the start of 
a transitional period leading to 
full independence. 

Estonia, i Latvia and Lithuania 
— all independent states between 
the two world wars — were 
annexed by the Soviet Union in 
1940. 

Prior to fiie president’s latest 
action, thousands of demonstra- 
tors in the Ukrainian capital. 
Kiev, defied an official ban to 
demonstrate in support of the 
Lithuanian declaration. 

Ivan Drach, head of the 
Ukraine's Rukh wiaw movement. 
told Reuters by telephone from 
Kiev that some 20,000 people 
listened to speeches by parlia- 
mentarians and cultural figures. 

Police initially warned foe de- 
monstrators their gathering was 
illegal, he said, but then stood 
aside and Jet the rally continue. 

In Moscow, several hundred 
demonstrators met in Gorky Park 
to denounce foe army’s involve- 
ment in Ijfhnnnia and tnstCT OD 
the right of the 15 Soviet repub- 
lics to seced e . 

An army major who stood up 
and tried to defend the armed 
forces was shouted down. 

fa Georgia, which also has a 
thriving separatist movement, de- 
monstrators called for an end to 
the “occupation” of the three 
BB att ic republics, according to 
Radio Moscow’s Interfax news 
service. ■ - • 

Transcaucasian violence 

Soviet troops dispatched to 


separate warring Armenians and 
Azeris have failed to stamp out 
bloody dashes on the frontier 
between their two Soviet repub- 
lics, journalists in the region said 
Saturday. 

Detachments, rushed to the 
border area Friday from foe 
Azerbaijan and Armenian capit- 
als, succeeded in damping down 
file fighting, bat not in stopping 
all foe shooting and cross-border 
raids, they said. 

The Armenpress and Azer- 
press news agencies, contacted by 
telephone, said a number of peo- 
ple had been killed in the past few 
days, but reliable figures were 
unavailable. Al least 13 people 
were killed in the previous week. 

Ethnic tension with Armenia 
dominated a plenary session of 
Azerbaijan's Communist party 
leadership Saturday, the Soviet 
news agency TASS said. 

Fighting in foe Nakhichevan 
enclave, sandwitched between 
Armenia and Turkey, and on 
other border points bad worsened 
in the past few days with deaths 
and heavy economic damage, the 
meeting was told. 

The fighting was especially in- 
tensive between Noyembaryan 
district, in the far north of Arme- 
nia, and Kazkh across the border 
in Azerbaijan, it said. 

Delegates from the two repub- 
lican governments met in Tbilisi, 
capital of neighbouring Georgia, 
Saturday to discuss r es torin g rail, 
road and air links, TASS said. 

These have been disrupted 
constantly in the past two years 
because of the conflict, sparked 
off by a dispute over Nagorno- 
Karabakh, an Armenian- 
majority part of Azerbaijan. 


By P.V. Vfokanand 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — An unknown fun- 
damentalist Mamie gr o u p has 
threatened to a tt ac k American 
interests in the Middle East and 
vowed to kill American officials 
around the world in retaliation to 
what it described as Washington's 
involvement in anti-Arab cam- 


Tbe Islamic Army for file Li- 
beration of Palestine also vowed 
to strike at Polish airports, airline 
offices, jedmeis and government 
offices around foe world for fari- 
ijtatiog the immigration of Soviet 
Jews to Israel and the occupied 
territories. 

In a one-page statement made 
available to the Jordan Times 
Saturday, the previously un- 
known group also vowed s i mil a r 
attacks on the governments of the 
Soviet Union and the United 
Kingdom. 

The wanting came one day 

after a shooting attack cm a Polish 
diplomat and his Lebanese-born 
wife in Beirut. Another unknown 
group claim ed responsibility for 
the attack (see page 2) 

“The Mamie Army for file 
Liberation of Palestine warns that 
It will blow up 173 American 
companies operating in the Arab 
Gulf region and assassi n ate im- 
portant American personalities, 
including American ambassa- 
dor,” said the statement, dated 


March 25. 

The oue-page handwritten 
statement in Arabic said the 
warnings against U.S. officials 
and interests was in response to 
“Washington's threats to Muslim 
Iibya, especially against Al Rab- 
ta plant.’' 

The group was re ferrin g to this 
month's fire at a chemical plant in 
Libya, which the U.S. had 
charged was producing chemical 
weapons but Libya said it was a 
pharmaceutical factory. 

The statement warned: “Any 
aggression against any Muslim 
country is considered an aggres- 
sion on all Muslims and the per- 
petrators will regret their ac- 
tions.” 

The group also threatened 
Warsaw for “increasing its air 
flights to Israel carrying Soviet 
Jewish immigrants to the occu- 
pied territories.” 

“Therefore, the general com- 
mand of the Islamic Army warns 
that Pohsb airlines offices and 
Polish embassies will be blown up 
at any feasible time anywhere in 
foe world and Polish ambassadors 
and embassy staff will be physi- 
cally liquidated,” it added. 

It vowed Kwniigr attac k s on the 
Soviet Union's embassies and 
offices, but promised to hah such 
actions 'if these countries re- 
tracted their decision to permit 
Soviet Jews to immigrate to 
Palestine or allowed die Jews to 
enter their countries.” 

The group’s statement comes 


Britain expels Iraqi 


LONDON (Agencies) — Britain 
Saturday deported ao Iraqi 
ari ze" , arrested in an alleged riot 
to smuggle 40 nuclear triggers to 
Baghdad, despite a tit-ftm4at re- 
taliation threat. 

Omar Latif was escorted 
aboard aa Iraqi Airways Jumbo 
jet bound for Baghdad by British 
police and immig ration off i cial s. 

British newspapers said Latif 
fcfp/farf Iraq's intelligence service 
in London and masterminded the 
alleged operation to smugOe the 
U-S.-made components. Iraq de- 
nied fins and said he worked 
legitimately in the Iraqi Airways 

office- 

A Home Office (interior minis- 
try) spokesman said Latif was 
deported “for reasons of national 

security and for other reasons of a 


political nature, connected unfit 
attempted breaches of legislation 
governing the export of strategic 
goods from the United King- 
dom.” 

Some reports said Latif was 
also involved in another alleged 

scheme to smuggle restricted nav- 
al eq uip me n t, including an acous- 
tic detonator, to Iraq. British 
investigators have searched one 
firm and interviewed two of its 
executives. 

The British businessmen, who 
returned voluntarily from Tuni- 
sia, late Friday night, were ques- 
tioned for five boors by customs 
officials investigating the export 
of biotechnology naval equip- 
ment to Iraq. One. flew to Man- 
chester and the other to Edin- 
burgh. 


in wake of other protests and 
campaigns by Arab governments 
over the expected wave of Soviet 
Jewish emigres to Israel and the 
possibility that the bulk of them 
could be settled in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The statement followed a series 
of other leaflets by hardline Isla- 
mic factions in the Arab World 
vowing attacks against U.S. offi- 
cials and threats against Mos- 
cow’s interests in the Middle 
East. 

Several Amman-based Mamie 
factions flatly denied any rela- 
tionship to the group. 

Bnt sources at the fun- 
damentalist Muslim Brotherhood 
party, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said that the Islamic 
Army for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine was a “new party 1 ' based in a 
neighbouring country and is an 
affiliate to Hamas and Al Jihad 
Al Island factions. They did not 
elaborate. 

The Islamic Army warned the 
government of the United King- 
dom for its alleged campaign on 
Iraq for the recent ex e cution of 
British journalist Farazad Bazoft 
who was sentenced to death by an 
Iraqi revolutionary court earlier 
fins month on charges of spying 
for Britain and Israel. 

“We wfl] shut up the govern- 
ment of the United Kingdom by 
-any suitable means if England 
does not hah its campaign against 
Muslim Iraq,” foe statement 
said. 

2 rockets 
fired at Israel 
from Jordan 

AMMAN (R) — Muslim fim- 
damenfiaist guerrillas fired two 
Soviet-made rockets at Israel 
from southern Jordan fins week, 
Jordanian officials said Saturday. 

One of foe katyusha rockets 
' fired from the Wadi Araba area 
on Thursday fell into the Dead 
| Sea. The other exploded harm- 
lessly inside Israeli -occupied 
territory, one official said. 

The guerrillas escaped but 
Jordanian authorities believe the 
Islamic Jihad group carried out 
the attack, be added. 

Jordan stepped up efforts to 
prevent guerrilla attacks from its 
territory this year after a spate of 
border incidents. 



Cabinet orders relief 
action in southern regions 


King receives Saudi message 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein received at Al Nad- 
wa Palace Saturday Saudi Educa- 
tion Minister and Acting Higher 
Education Minister Abdul Aziz 
Al Abdullah (see photo), who 
conveyed to hnn a written mes- 
sage from King Fahd Ben Abdul 


Aziz of Saudi Arabia. The meet- 
ing was attended by the- King’s 
Political Advisor Adnan Abu 
Odeh and Saudi Ambassador to 
Jordan Sheikh Mohammad Fahd 
Al Issa. The Saudi minister left 
Amman later ending his brief 
visit to the Kingdom. 


Unknown group threatens 
U.S., Soviets, Poland and U.K. 


Mail at your doorstep — 
personal delivery in offing 


By i Reporter 

AMMAN — A revolution in 
the postal delivery system in 
Jordan is expected to material- 
ise early next month as post- 
men wfl] now start delivering 
mail to people’s homes on 
motorcycles,, in delivery trucks 
and on foot, according to a 
reliable source. 

The source, wbo requested 
anonymity, said the ministry in 
charge of postal services had 
completed a feasibility study of 
the project and “will start the 
implementation stage at the 
beginning of May.” 

The m i ni st ry -, -aoconfing to 
the source, will make 
announcements in local news- 
papers and through mail boxes 
requesting borne owners to 
“post private mail boxes in 
front of their homes to facili- 
tate the dirties of the post- 
men.” 

According to the source, foe 
project was deemed possible 
“because Jordan enjoys such a 
remarkable road network 
which has not yet been utilised 
properly to provide services to 
the public.” 

fa its initial stages the pro- 
ject wffl only be implemented 
in Amman, Zarqa and Irbid 
“where the streets are already 
numbered.” 

The cost of the project, 
according to the source, “wffl 
be paid through fees by 
homeowners to whom the ser- 
vice will apply.” No special fee 
has been set yet out foe source 
stressed that it wffl ‘‘not exceed 
the fee already paid by mail 
box owners.” 


Homeowners, however, will 
have to provide small mail- 
boxes at the doors of their 
homes, and apartment build- 
ings “wfll have to install small 
mail boxes for the residents at 
the entrance of biddings.” 
According to the source, the 
project wffl provide “hundreds 
of job opportunities” for un- 
skilled Jordanian labourers 
who will receive training in 
street names through courses 
offered at the ministry. 

In answer to a question cm 
the future of existing mailbox 
centres around town, the 
source said: “The existing 
mailboxes will be redistributed, 
to companies who are still in- 
terested in maintaining an 
anonymous mail box number.” 
Subair Nissan, an exec u ti v e 
at one of Amman's major com- 
panies, expressed her exhfliia- 
tion at such a step. “Our postal 
services are finally nearing 
sophistication,” she said. 

But many citizens, contacted 
by the Jordan Tunes for reac- 
tion, expressed their fear of 
confusion by the postmen and 
their apprehension over the 
existing street-naming system 
in major cities. 

“It would be wonderful if 
they delivered my mail to my 
home every day, bnt there will 
be a lot confusion and I 
worry that they would loose 
my mail,” Nader Al Hasbit, a 
40-year-old businessman, said. 

The source, however, main- 
tained that file ministry ‘is well 
prepared for this step and only 
job applicants who do very 
well in file orientation courses 
wfll be taken on.” 


Walkie-talkies come to town; 
5,000 subscribers expected 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Walkie-talkies, 
otherwise known as “portable 
phones,” wfll soon find then- 
way to Jordan under a project 
undertaken by file Telecom- 
munications Corporation 
(TCC), according to i nfor med 
soarces. 

One of the sources, believed 
dose to the security, network in 
the country, said the govern- 
ment had reconsidered its pre- 
vious position that walkie- 
talkies posed a threat to 
national security on grounds 
that the equipment could be. 
tuned on to the wavelengths 
of foe Armed Faces. “They 
have now decided that there is 
no such threat,” be told the 
Jordan Times. 

Walkie-talkies, a common 
feature in many Third World 
countries with lower per capita 
income than Jordan, have to 
be booked up to a special 
network with an “untamper- 
aWe wavelength,” said another 
source. The source estimated 
that the individual cost of ac- 
quiring the system at around 
JD 1,500 by initially projected 
costs. 

However, added die source, 
“the annual charges for the 
system could range anywhere 
between JD 600 to JD 
1 , 000 .” 

Industry sources and inde- 
pendent experts said they ex- 


pected at least 5,000 subscri- 
bers in Jordan to make use of 
the new facility. “Of course, 
the mobile car telephone sys- 
tem has gone a long way in 
meeting the demand for instant 
communications, but there are 
many wbo need telephones at 
worksites, away from their 
vehicles, and the new system 
aims to satisfy their demands.” 

The TCC has reached agree- 
ment m principle with an un- 
identified European company 
to install the system, and ten- 
ders are expected to be issued 
soon fen foe equipment, the 
source said. The estimated cost 
of the project is JD 6 million — 
a far cry from a 1982 estimate 
of JD 2 mini on m light of file 
devaluation of the dinar. 

Senior TCC officials could 
not be readied for comment 
Saturday. However, an inde- 
pendent source said be had 
detected "signs of a serious 
thinking in the TCC to intro- 
duce the system in the King- 
dom.” 

Asked to comment on the 
planned project, Mohammad 
Al Hussein, owner erf a big 
contracting firm, said be wel- 
comed the idea but said be did 
not mind paying a higher 
charge for the system provided 
“they keep down the number 
of subscribers.” He explained 
that “the more the number of 
subscribers, the more dis- 
torted the system becomes.” 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet Saturday adopted a 
number of measures to help 
the drought-stricken south. 
The measures included an 
allocation of JD 500,000 to 
each of the governorates of 
Karak. Mann and Tafileh, the 
disbursement of food worth 
S333,000 to each of the three 
governorates and the forma- 
tion of local comittees to su- 
pervise the implementation of 
these measures. 

The measures also include 
the opening of artesian weDs 
for water for animals, the dis- 
tribution of free water to vil- 
lages and foe provision of six 
tankers for this purpose, the 
b uilding of sand damg and the 
stndy erf Wadi Musa's sewar- 
age system. 

The Cabinet, chaired by 
Prime Minister Mudar Bad- 
ran, also decided to provide 


each of the three governorates 
with a grader for opening 
country roads. It also decided 
to double the allocations for 
loans for livestock breeders. It 
decided to exempt municipali- 
ties in the region of 25 per cent 
of loans extended by the cen- 
tral government. 

The Cabinet also approved 
the establishment of a hospital 
in Karak and the opening of 
new facilities at Maan hospital. 

The Cabinet formed a com- 
mittee of ministers and de- 
puties to study youth projects 
in the region. 

On education, the Council 
of Minister authorised a study 
on possibilities for opening 
brandies for Muta University 
of Maan and Tafileh. 

It also decided to open a 
new telephone exchange in 
Maan with sub-exchanges in 
Wadi Musa and Shobak. 


IMF okay expected for 
release of standby credit 


By Alistair Lyon 
Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordan, almost a 
year into a reform programme 
agreed with foe International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), began 
talks with IMF officials Saturday 
on disbursement of the next tran- 
che of a $77-miUion standby cre- 
dit. 

“We expect the talks to be very 
friendly and constructive and to 
end in approval of the next tran- 
che,” a Jordanian official, who 
asked not to be named, told 
Reuters. 

He said Jordan would sign in 
mid-April a long-delayed resche- 
duling accord with commercial 
banks grouped in the London 
Club, paving the way for new 
loans of up to $50 million. 

Bankers involved in the deal 
confirmed that prospects for the 
new money had improved. They 
said doubts raised mainly by 
Kuwait-based banks, owed about 
25 per cent of the country’s 1.1 
billion bank debt, seemed to have 
been surmounted. 

“All the information we have is 
that the majority, say 90 or 95 per 


cent, of the new money is there,” 
foe official said. 

This month Jordan repaid the 
last of London Club arrears of 
$80 million originally due by the 
end of 1989, and plans to use any 
new money partly to cover 1990 
interest due to banks. 

The London Clnb steering 
committee ageed in November 
the fresh loans would carry in- 
terest at 13/16 point over LIBOR 
to be paid at the end of their 
three-year term, diplomats said. 

Under an accord reached with 
foe IMF in July, the Kingdom wfl! 
get about $44 million gross from 
the fund in 1990, split into four 
payments, two of which require 
meetmg IMF-set targets. Net re- 
ceipts null be about $32_5 mflfion, 
diplomats said. 

IMF technical experts have 
been here for a week working ont 
detailed performance criteria for 
the year, now to be discussed 
with the IMF’s Middle East direc- 
tor, Shakour Shaalan. 

The review should have been 
completed in November, but lan- 
guished while the new govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Mudar 

(Cortfaraed on page 3) 


U.S. House panel adopts 
resolution on Jerusalem 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — Die 
House of Representatives Fore- 
ign Affairs Committee approved 
a resolution Thursday acknow- 
ledging Jerusalem as foe “capital 
of Israel.” 

The measure — which had 
been approved tty the frill Senate 
March 22, was sent by the Fore- 
ign Affairs Committee to the 
House floor, where easy passage 
is expected next week. 

Democratic Senator Daniel 
Moymhan introduced the resolu- 
tion in the Senate. The compan- 
ion House measure was offered 
by Democratic Congressman 
Eliot Engel. The two falls “ack- 


nowledge that Jerusalem is and 
should remain the capital of the 
state of Israel.” They also affirm 
the belief of the Congress that the 
city “must remain undivided" 
and that “the rights of every 
ethnic religious group” be pro- 
tected. 

The resolutions also call on “all 
parties” to press for negotiations 
between Israel and Palestinian 
representatives. 

The two measures are concur- 
rent resolutions, which merely 
express the opinion of Congress 
and which do not have the force 
of law. 


Aoun-Geagea battles 
gather new intensity 


BEIRUT (AP) — Rival forces 
battled into a third month for 
control of Lebanon's Christian 
enclave Saturday, hammering 
east Beirut with artillery barrages 
after night-long combat bouse to 
house under -parachute flares. 

Police said rebel army General 
Michel Aoun's howitzer batteries 
poured shells onto Beirut’s port 
and the adjacent seaside Karanti- 
na district housing the military 
command of Christian warlord 


Samir Geagea’s Lebanese Forces 

militia . 

Geagea’s gunners blasted the 
army-held mountain resort towns 
of Bekfaya, Brummana and 'Ain 
Saadeb with multi-barrelled rock- 
et launchers. 

“Why are these madmen rain- 
ing death and destruction on us 
all over again?" screamed 
Madeleine Tabct, a Christian 
housewife reached by telephone 
at the basement of her home. 
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Mousawi says no hostage 
release without concessions 


BEIRUT (A F) — A Shi’ite Muslim leader lias said 
kidnappers holding Western hostages in Ubanon 
will not release them unless the United States makes 
concessions. 


‘1 don’t believe that those who 
held the hostages for a year or 
two or even five years will let 
them loose free of charge," said 
Hussein Mousawi in an interview 
broadcast by the Voice of Islam 
radio station in east Lebanon’s 
ancient city of Baalbek. 

The interview was quoted 
Saturday in Beirut’s independent 
An Nahar newspaper. 

Mousawi, wfao heads the pro- 
Syrian Islamic Amal wing inside 
Hizbollah, or Party of God, 
Iran’s main ShTite ally in Leba- 
non, contended that Hizbollah 
bolds none of the 18 Westerners 
missing in Lebanon. 

“We are not concerned with 
the hostage issue. We do not have 
any hostage," Mousawi said. 

“The hostages are held by 
security groups that maintain 
their individualities and take no 
orders from Hizbollah or Islamic 
Amal," Mousawi said. 

HizboDah is widely believed to 
be the umbrella for various 
Stri'ite hostage-holding factions, 
despite the party’s public dis- 
claimers. 

Mousawi said the demands 
made by the kidnappers were 
“justified, irrespective of the 
plight of the hostages." 


He listed the release of IS 
convicted terrorists imprisoned in 
Kuwait for bombing the U.S. and 
French embassies there in 1983 
phis the release of Arab prisoners 
in Israeli jails. * 

Freedom for the prisoners in 
Kuwait has been repeatedly de- 
manded by Islamic Jihad, or Isla- 
mic holy war, die group that 
holds American hostages Terry 
Anderson and Thomas Suther- 
land. 

Anderson, 42, die chief Middle 
East correspondent for the 
Associated Press who was 
abducted on March 16, 198S, is 
the longest-held of the hostages. 

The captives are eight Amer- 
icans, four Britons, two West 
Germans, two Swiss, an Italian 
and an Irishman. 

Several other hostages have 
been held almost as long, includ- 
ing Sutherland, acting dean of 
agriculture at die American Uni- 
versity of Beirut, who was grab- 
bed on June 9, 1983. 

Islamic Jihad for the Liberation 
of Palestine, which holds kidnap- 
ped U.S. professors Alarm Steen, 
Robert Pblhill and Jesse Turner, 
has demanded that 400 Lebanese 
and Palestinian prisoners be freed 
from Israeli jails. Israel had re- 


jected the demand. 

“The United States and all 
those concerned with the hos- 
tages’ issue should consider the 
rights of these people and how to 
return some of them," Mousawi 
said, adding: 

“America influences Kuwait, 
Saadi Arabia and Israel. Things 
are intermingled in the domain of 
global arrogance but all revolve 
within America's sphere of influ- 
ence. 

“If they want their hostages 
freed, then they have to make 
some moves with the Israelis, the 
Kuwaitis, the Saudis and the 
Maromtes. Maronites kidnapped 
brothers of ours, believers, Ira- 
nian diplomats. 

“Every usurped right Is to be 
recovered. We are not directly 
involved in this problem but this 
is my personal analysis.’’ 

Three Iranian diplo mats and 
their Lebanese driver, who also 
held an Iranian passport, were 
seized by Christian militiam en in 
July 1982. All are believed to be 
dead. 

Mousawi said the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) and 
France “know very well that Hiz- 
bollah and Islamic Amal are not 
connected with the hostages. 

“We have watched the move- 
ment of some mediators. They 
know the names and have elabo- 
rate, definitive details about the 
group responsible for the (hos- 
tage) issue. 


Carter to try again to meet Arafat 


ATLANTA (AP) — Former 
President Jimmy Carter has said 
he will try again to meet with 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) leader Yasser Arafat 
' on an upcoming trip to Western 
Europe. 

Carter, who has been heavily 
involved in helping settle h uman 
rights problems and internal dis- 
putes since he left office in 1981, 
had planned to meet the PLO 
leader in Tunisia during a recent 
12-day visit to the Middle East. 

He be said Arafat was delayed 
in his return from independence 
ceremonies in Namibia. 

Carter told the Atlanta Press 
Clob Friday that, in his opinion, 
“Arafat sees Namibia as a precur- 
sor to an independent Palestinian 
state." 

Control of Namibia, formerly 
South-West Africa, was man- 
dated to South Africa in 1915. It 
was the last colony in Africa. 

Carter said be wants to talk to 
Arafat about the PLO charter. 


which states that Israel must be 
destroyed, even though he noted 
that part of that statement has 
been repealed. 

“I also want to round out my 
own knowledge of the Middle 
East," he said. 

He said he will try again to 
meet with Arafat when he goes to 
Europe next week. 

On another topic. Carter said: 
“I will never ran for office again 
under any circumstances." 

As' a private citizen. Carter 
said, he can meet with revolution- 
ary leaders, while as a representa- 
tive of the United States he would 
be barred from talkin g with forces 
trying to oust an established gov- 
ernment. 

Carter said there were 131 con- 
flicts in the world last year, 21 of 
them classed as "major" in which 
more than 1,000 people died. 

“Only two of these were be- 
tween nations," be said. “The 
rest were domestic." 

Carter, who said he carries 


dossiers of human rights data 
with him when he travels, said he 
goes directly to heads of state 
when he visits totalitarian coun- 
tries. 

“It does no good to hold press 
conferences,'’ he said. “The press 
is controlled by the leader him- 
self." 

In Syria, on a previous visit, he 
said be persuaded President 
Hafez A1 Assad to free five im- 
prisoned Syrian Jews. He said he 
asked Assad on the recent visit to 
free three other Jews who had 
been jailed for illegally visiting 
Israel. 

In Israel, he said, he got gov- 
ernment promises to stop deport- 
ing mothers and children from 
die West Bank if they were not 
bora there or had not lived there 
prior to the 1967 war. 

Carter said Israel also prom- 
ised to readmit some 230 people 
who had been deported on that 
basis. 


U.N. makes progress 
on Saharan conflict 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — In a 
diplomatic foray into North Afri- 
ca this week, the United Nations 
Secretary-General stepped up his 
efforts to break the impasse in the 
Western Sahara conflict. 

Now that Namibia has gained 
its independence, the U.N. is 
turning its attention to resolving 
the 15-year-long dispute over the 
strategic desert region. 

Javier Perez de Cuellar, whose 
trip to the region last June failed 
to produce a breakthrough, said 
that “this time I found a more 
propitious atmosphere." 

He added that, “in a sense, we 
have made a certain p ro gr es s . 
But to say that we have overcome 
all the difficulties, that would be 
going a little too far." 

Perez de Cuellar met King 
Hassan n of Morocco at a royal 
palace in Rabat on March 25. The 
U.N. chief then travelled to re- 
fugee camps in desolate south- 
west Algeria on March 26 for 
consultations with the Poiisario 
Ftont — Saharans who have been 
fighting against Morocco for in- 
dependence in the former Span- 
ish cokmy of Western Sahara. 

The Poiisario leader, Moham- 
mad Abdul Aziz, told reporters 
in the refugee camps in Tindouf 
that the secretary-general’s trip 
had been “very important and 
cannot fail to have very positive 
repercussions on the evolution of 
events." 

Becfair Mustapha Sayed, the 
Poiisario’ s second-in-command, 
said later that Perez de Cuellar 
had “raised the possibility of a 
peace process in the coming 
months." 

Moroccan and Poiisario 
sources, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, say they believe it is 
now posable to organise a re- 
ferendum to settle the status of 
the disputed territory by the end 
of tins year. 

Both sides indicate that the 
ballotting could begin within six 
months after reaching agreement 
on an official starting date. 

“We are now beyond theoretic- 
al discussions," said one Moroc- 
can diplomat. “We are now talk- 
ing about the referendum and the 
operation itself." 

A U.N. plan for the referen- 
dum was accepted in principle by 
both parties in August 1988- 
' But wrangling over details — 
and a resumption of Poiisario 
attacks against Moroccan troops 
at several points along a mov- 
able 2,400-falometre defensive 
wall enclosing most of the terri- 
tory — moved the plan to the 


back burner. 

The PoHsario say that Moroc- 
can troops, settlers, and adminis- 
tration most go, if the election is 
to be free and hair. 

The Moroccans aigue that the 
U.N. alone would not be able to 
guarantee peace and security in 
the territory. 

No details of the U.N. plan 
have been released, but diplo- 
mats who have seen it say it 
requires a “substantial" reduc- 
tion in Moroccan forces, without 
specifying numbers. 

Morocco now admits to having 
90,000 troops in the territory, hot 
Poiisario have claimed the num- 
ber is twice as high- Western 
diplomats in Morocco put it at 
around 120,000. 

A trace is the next step. The 
Poiisario say that it must be 
arranged tfirectly with the Moroc- 
cans. The Moroccans say the 
secretary-general most call it. 

Both rides do agree that only 
those listed in a 1974 Spanish 
census of the Western Sahara are 
eligible to vote. A U.N. technical 
team has now put those 74,000 
names into a computer, and held 
consultations with Spanish ex- 
perts who were actually involved 
in taking the original census. 

Moroccan officials have said 
that they agree with the U.N. 
position that any non-Saharawis 
in the territory — “Moroccan 
settlers," as the Poiisario call 
them — would not vote. 

Perez de Cuellar has indicated 
that he will report to the Security 
Council by mid-April. Going 
public with the plan — and the 
exact positions of the two patties 
— would be a way to apply some 
p re ssur e. 


Both Moroccan and Poiisario 
sources confirm that the U.N. 
chiefs special representative, 
Swiss diplomat Johannes Manz. 
visited the area in early March 
with a new proposal: The Poiisar- 
io was asked to exercise r estr ain t 
on the battlefield, and Morocco 
was asked to renew direct con- 
tacts with tiie Poiisario at some 
level under U.N. auspices. 

In response, the Poiisario 
announced a unilateral ceasefire 


for the month of March. 

At independence ceremonies 
in Namibia on Mar. 21, Perez de 
Cuellar held talks with Abdul 
Aziz. He also met with the 
Mauritanian delegation, whose 
country is closely involved in the 
conflict, then travelled to Moroc- 
co where he met with the Moroc- 
can Foreign Minister, Abdul 
Latif Fillati. 


Cheney concerned by arms proliferation in Mideast 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Defence Secretary Drtck Cheney 
expressed concern March 30 that 
Iraq and other countries in the. 
Middle East are acquiring 
weapons capable of massive nuc- 
lear and chemical destruction. 

The secretary told members of 
the Association of American 
Publishers that while Iraq does 
not represent a threat directly to 
the United States today, “down 
the road there is every reason to 
expect that there will be a significant 
‘number of nations in the Third 
World who (will) have that kind 
of capability (and) who, at a mini- 
mum, will be able to put at risk 
our allies and U.S. forces over- 
seas and eventually... to be able 
to threaten the United States 
itself." 

Cheney used the proliferation 
of ballistic missiles to make a case 
for developing strategic defences 
to defend the United States and 
its allies. He pointed to Iraq as a 
country which already has tested 
its own ballistic missiles and 
noted that Iraqi citizens have 
been indicted for allegedly trying 
to smuggle 40 American-made 
nuclear detonators into their 
coon try. 


Commenting on reports that a 
March 14 fire at tire Libyan che- 
mical weapons production facility 
in Rabta may have been faked, 
the secretary was asked if the 
United Slates still considered the 
facility to be a threat. He re- 
sponded that “the plant is still 
there, it stiQ has, presumably, 
some residual capability. How 
much it was damaged, obviously 
we don’t know yet, and that’s 
something that we look at very 
carefully." 

In Capitol Hill, Democratic 
Senators Pete Wilson and Carl 
Levin have written Armed Ser- 
vices Committee Chairman Sam 
Nunn to express their concern 
about ballistic missile prolifera- 
tion in the Middle East. 

The two sent an open letter on 
March 29 asking for Nunn com- 
mittee to examine what they 
termed “the growing problem of 
tactical missile proliferation in the 
Middle East as well as (U.S.) 
Department of Defence (DOD) 
efforts to counter this alarming 
threat." 

The two senators noted press 
reports of an alleged attempt by 
Iraqi citizens to smuggle 40 
American-made nuclear detona- 


tors into their country and of 
Baghdad’s accelerated intermedi- 
ate-range ballistic missile prog- 
ramme. 

“We believe the committee 
should explore with DOD the 
current U.S. programmes for 
both controlling the spread of 
IRBM (intermediate-range ballis- 
tic missiles) technologies to hos- 
tile Middle Eastern states and 
helping oar regional allies to de- 
fend themselves against such 
weapons," they wrote. 

Meanwhile a State Department 
official said Friday the United 
States is taking seriously the pos- 
sibility that Libyan leader Muam- 
mar Qadhafi deliberately set the 
fire earlier this month at a plant 
allegedly producing chemical 
weapons. 

Earlier, the State Department 
said there was considerable doubt 
surrounding both the cause of the 
March 14 fire at the Rabta plant 
and the extent of damage. 
Spokesman Richard Boucher said 
the factory might still be oper- 
ational. 

Asked whether Qadhafi could 
have staged the blaze to make the 
world believe the plant 100 
kilometres, southwest of Tripoli 


was no longer a threat, the senior 
official told Reuters: 

“I don’t think we can rule that 
out as a possibility but certainly 
no one has come to that conclu- 
sion yet. Td say its a serious 
possibility." 

He said there was nothing to 
suggest Qadhafi was backing 
away from his desire to build a 
chemical weapons plant. 

“If be did set this fire by 
subterfuge, that’s the clearest in- 
dication to date of his absolute 
commitment to continuing /fare 
production programme." 

If it was a hoax, it appeared to 
have succeeded brilliantly at first. 
In the immediate aftermath of the 
Maze, Bush administration 
spokesman declared that the 
plant was extensively damaged to 
the point that production was 
impossible. 

Boucher said the government 
was reviewing all available evi- 
dence relating to the fire. The 
official said the U.S. intelligence 
community was divided about the 
causes of the fire and the amount 
of damage it caused. 

Commercial satellite photo- 
graphs taken a few days after the 
fire showed much of the plant 


intact with little apparent structu- 
ral damage. 

“Important uncertainties re- 
main regarding both the cause 
and extent of damage at Rabta. 
Therefore no definitive condu- 
sions have been reached. The 
possibility remains that Libya can 
still produce chemical warfare 
agents," Boucher said. 

Libya, which says the plant was 
for making medicines, bad said 
the fire was an act of sabotage 
perhaps by U.S., Israeli or West 
German agents. 

The new assessment follows 
statements from Bush a dministr a- 
tion officials this week that Libya 
has tested a system to refuel 
fighter-bombers in an apparently 
su ccess f u l step toward improving 
its ability to a tta ck Israel and 
other targets in the region. 

The possibility of a hoax first 
surfaced last week when a Libyan 
opposition group alleged the blaze 
was staged. 

The National Front for the 
Salvation of Libya, which oper- 
ates in exile, said in a statement 
that Qadhafi ordered the blaze to 
pre-empt a possible U.S. strike 
and justify a crackdown cm dissi- 
dents. 


Unknown 
group says 
it shot 
Polish 
couple 


BEIRUT (AP) — A hitherto 
unknown group Saturday claimed 
responsibility for shooting the 
Polish commercial attache and hisr 
wife in Beirut It wanted Poland 
against helping Soviet Jews travel 
to Israel. 

The claim came in a handwrit- 
ten Arabic statement from “The 
Revolutionary Action Organisa- 
tion, tike Arab Reistance Front — 
tibe martyr Suleiman A1 Halabi 
unit," winch was published by the 
Beirut leftist newspaper A1 Safir. 

“Out group is behind the Pol- 
ish diplomats operation. We warn 
the Polish government against 
providing any assistance in trans- 
portation Soviet Jews to our 
sacred land in Palestine," said 
statement said. 

The Polish attache, and his 
Lebanese wife, were wounded 
when unknown assailants fired 
from automatic rifles as they were 
parking their embassy car near 
the Bristol hotel in west Beirut at 
9:30 p.m. (1930 GMT) Friday. 

The American University Hos- 
pital, to which tiie pair were 
rushed, said Saturday both were 
“doing fine. They are off the 
critical list." 

In a dispatch from Warsaw, tiie 
Polish news agency PAP said the 
Polish Foreign Ministry “strongly 
condemns this terrorist act.. Po- 
land will undertake all efforts to 
counteract te rroris m abroad." 

The Foreign Ministry earlier 
had said it was aware a decision 
to transport Soviet Jews to Israel 
in Polish airliners might have 
adverse effects for Poland. The 
newspaper Gazeta Wyborcza re- 
ported this week the ministry 
feared attacks on the 10,000 Poles 
employed in ^Arab countries. 


Ethiopia 
expels 
2 Libyan 
diplomats 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Ethiopia 
said Saturday it was expelling two 
Libyan diplomats because then- 
continued presence threatened 
national security. 

The Foreign Ministry said in a 
statement that Ali Amdan and 
Saied Saied had engaged in activi- 
ties incompatible with their status 
as members of the Libyan Peo- 
ples Bureau (embassy) in Addis 
Ababa. 

Tbeir continued stay in the 
country would prejudice national 
security and they should leave 
within 48 hours, the statement 
said. It gave no other details. 

Earlier this month, a group of 
Ethiopian students demonstrated 
against what they called Libyan 
interference in Ethiopia’s internal 
affairs. They called on Libya to 
stop destabfliang Ethiopia. 


In their protest on March 10 
the students demonstrated out- 
side the Libyan and Sudanese 
embassies in Addis Ababa to 
petition the governments of those 
countries to stop support in g rebel 
forces in Ethiopia. 

Tbe petition asked Libya and 
Sudan to “lay their hands off" 
Ethiopia’s internal affairs. 

Tbe petition to Libyan leader 
Colonel Mnammar Qadhafi de- 
manded that be “refrain from 
supporting and arming secession- 
ist groups to wage civil war in 
Ethiopia,” the Ethiopian News 
Agency (ENA) said in a report at 
the time on the student protest 


U.S. works to repeal U.N. 
Zionism resolution 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States is working to repeal 
the 1975 United Nations resolu- 
tion equating Zionism with rac- 
ism, but wfll not call for a vote in 
the General Assembly unless suc- 
cess is guaranteed, a State De- 
partment official has said. 

“We are taking action and will 
intensify our efforts doting the 
1990 session of the General 
Asse mbly," John Bolton, asas- 
tant secretary of state for interna- 
tional organisation affairs, told a 
congress i onal hearing. 

'We must be most careftti, 
nonethe le ss, to ensure that our 
efforts are not subverted by those 
hostile to Israel and to tbe Middle 
East peace process." 

The Senate Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee on Near Eastern 
and Sooth Asian Affaire is con- 
sidering a joint resolution calling 
on all U.N. members to repeal 


General Assembly Resolution 
3379. 

Zionism, the mo v eme nt to gq>- 
port the Jewish national state of 
Israel, is opposed by Israel's 
■Arab neighbours and their allies. 

Tbe United States has been 
consulting with c oun trie s that ori- 
ginally voted for Resolution 3379 
“but which have subsequently ac- 
quired oev gov ernm ents and new 
thmkmg ,” Bolton told the sub- 
committee. 

“Our consultations are far 
front over but we have seen sub- 
stantial evidence of shifts of ©pin- 
ton," he said, citing indications . 
from Poland, Czechoslovakia, * 
Hungary and Mexico. 

The United States is also talk- 
ing with Arab countries and with 
nations that abstained or were 
absent for the 1973 vote or which 
joined tbe United Nations after 
that, Boltou said. 


Jibril accuses Arafat 
of blocking attacks 


DAMASCUS (R) — Lebanon- 
based fighters loyal to Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat arc prevent- 
ing attacks by hardline Palesti- 
nians against Israel, a guerrilla 
leader said. 

Ahmad Jibril, head of the 
hardline Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine-General 
Command (PFLP-GC), said Ara- 
fat’s “concessions” to Israel had 
achieved nothing and he should 
quit. 

“Arafat has thousands of 
(fighters) in Sidon who are not 
firing any bullet at tbe Israelis," 

Jibril told a rally marking Land 
Day Friday. 


“They are ready to fire agaiww 
tbe nationalists... ready to pre- 
vent tbe guerrilla units (crossing) 
to the occupied territories. 

Jibril, whose speech was sent to 
Rentes Saturday, said Arafat’s 
recognition of Israel and aban- 
donment of armed struggle ba(f 
led only to greater Israeli obstma- 
cy. 


“We in the Palestinian revolu- 
tion believe in tbe reunion of flic 
Palestinian groups which stilt be- 
hove in fi ghting Israel. We have 
one basic condition: tbe resigna- 
tion of Arafat and his lead- 
ership," he said. 


Lebanese want good ties with PLO 


ABU DHABI, UAE (AP) — A Palestine Liberation Or gan ise- J 
tion (PLO) official in Lebanon was quoted Saturday as saywg^ 
Lebanon's Christian leaden want good ties with the PLO. The 
PLO representative in Lebanon Zaid Wahbi told tiie United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) daily A1 Khaleej he discussed Lebanese- 
Palestinian relations and “official recognition" with Gen. Michel 
Aoun, leader of tiie Christian army and with Samir Geagca head 
of tiie Lebanese Force in Christian-dominated Eastern Beirut. 
“Our Lebanese brothers in the Eastern Christian areas welcomed 
us aad we had identical views especially regarding a Palestinian 
embassy in a unified Beirut, ” be raid. Wahbi was among a PLO 
team that met tiie two Christian leaders eariy tins year in a bid to 
end bloody inter-Christian batties that killed hundreds of people 
in east Beirut. Wahbi said the PLQjdso wanted to dismiss ties 
with Muslim leaders in west BmraL^We hope the forces ra west 
Beirut will regain their freedom so that we can discuss this issue 
soon on the basis -of a united Lebanon," he said. 


France to strengthen force in Chad 


PARIS.(R) — France has said it would strengthen its mihtaxy A 
presence in Chad because of renewed fighting in tbe east of tbe 
country which Chad’s government blamed on Libya. “Given the 
dashes in eastern Chad, a titrated rei n forcement of tbe Epervier 
force has been dedded on, in agreement with the Chadian 
authorities, to guarantee the safety of French troops in the area,” 
the Defence Ministry said in a statement. A ministry spok esman 
was unable to give further details. France sent more than 2.000 
soldiers to its former colony in 1986 to help to fight off a 
Libyan-backed invasion. Tbe Epervier (Sparrowhawk) French 
force was reduced to 1,300 men last September after Chad and 
Libya signed an agreeme nt aimed at seating their 15-year dispute 
over the Aonzou Strip. 


Killing of U.N. official ‘unrelated’ to Job 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The recent killing of a Palestinian 
U.N. refugee official by masked assailants in the Israel-occupied 
West Bank appeared to be unrelated to his official duties and a 
fuller investigation is being carried out, a U.N. spokesman has 
said. “On the night of March 27-28, an area staff member of 
UNRWA (U.N. Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Re- 
fugees), the camp services officer of Nur Shams Camp in the West 
Bank, Mr. Yasser Qazmouz, was attacked by magirari anailaafs 
and subsequently died," the U.N. spokesman said. “Preliminary 
information indicates that tbe attack on Mr. Qazmouz was* 
unrelated to bis official duties. UNRWA is carrying out a fuller 
investigation," the statement added. 


Hekmatyar replaced as rebel minister 


PESHAWAR (AP) — Fundamentalist guerrilla leader Gulbud- 
dm Hekmatyar has been replaced as foreign minister of the 
Afghan rebel’s govennnem-in-exfle, tbe official news agency of 
the Resistance said Saturday. SibghatuUah Mojaddidi, meskfeut 
rc **'‘ untenm government, said the post would be fiiw* by 
Bm h anuddin Rabbani, the rebel news agency reported. 
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CHURCHES 

St Miry «T Naareft CM SmUkh, 

Tel 810740 

AntabHa a f God C lurch, Tel. 
632783. 

St Jmcj* CM Td. 624390. 

Chart* oT tbe Aundadot Tel. 
637440. 

De b Sdk Chord] Td. 661737 
Tomb Church Td: 622366 
Chare* of the A w dadu u TeL 

623541, 
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Armenian Catholic Charcfa Tel. 
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St bUa CM Td. 771751. 

Amman International Charcfa Td. 

685326. 

Kr angcl c al Lutheran Chanfa Td: 

811295. 
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Day Satan Td. 815817 and 654832. 
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de pre ssi on wSO affect tbe country, 
making it re fa rir cl y cold and partly 
dndy. and there will be a chance for 
scattered showers of rein. Winds «3 
be westerly fresh- la Aqaba, it ml be 
hazy and partly doody with aoothetty 
moderate wind and rat™ sea. 

Min fmar temp. 

Amman 5/13 

Aqaba _... 12/24 

Deserts 

« a *!■•( an a ■ 4/16 

JotdanVaDcy 12/21 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 16, Aqaba 2$. Humidfty reatfings: 
Amman 48 per cent, Aqaba 23 per 
cem. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
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OtUD* 

Dr. Ma'n Barqawi ................... ( — ) 
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Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Rower 
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RJ FHgta Information .... 08-53200 

Queen ABalntL Airport. 0853200 

H 

AMMAN: 

Unstem Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalkfi Maternity, J. Amn ... 644281/6 
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Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Mates, J. Amman 636140 
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Shmefeani Hospital 669131 
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Ami Hospital 674159 
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Zanja National 1 
tbnSna Hospital 
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Dm Al Nates Hospital (C 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital ... (03)314111 
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Jordan, PLO work confidently towards future 


By Rana Sahhagh 

Reuters 

AMMAN ' — A small girl 

wsviig a Palestinian flag at a 
pnHutj&da rally in Amman 

riimh a into the lap of a stranger 
— Jordanian Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran. 

Du scene on Friday night 
illustrated bow much relations 
between Jordan and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) have warmed since 1970 
when they fought a virtnal ctvfl 
war. • 

.Ties improved when Am- 
man relinquished its daim to 
the Israeli-held West Bank in 
July 1988 and have been con- 
solidated by the influx of 
Soviet Jews to Israel, which 
both Jordan and the FLO see 
as a direct threat. 


At the rally on Friday Bad- 
ran and senior officials joined 
4,000 people markin g Land 
Day, the anniversary of the 
1976 tilling by Israeli police of 
six Israeli Arabs protesting at 
land expropriation. 

“We are all Jordanians in 
defence of Jordan and we are 
all Palestinians in defence of 
Palestine,” Pales tinian Ambas- 
sador Tayetf Abdul Rahim told 
the crowd. 

Sheikh Abdul Hamid A1 
Say eh, speaker of the Palestine 
National Council said: “King 
Hussein has spared no effort in 
Western capitals and on all 
occasions to highli g ht the role 
Of the PLO as the sole legiti- 
mate representative of the 
Palestinian people.” 

‘‘The icing is a fan campaign- 


ing on all fronts to halt the 
emigration of Jews from the 
Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe (to Israel)," he said. 

Die two sides feel a joint 
threat from the migration, 
which they fear might force a 
maw exodus of Palestinians 
accross the Jordan River. 
Right-wing Israelis contend 
Jordan is the homeland of 
Palestinians. 

At the rally Badran and 
Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Suleiman Arar 
pledged support for the 28- 
month-old uprising in the 
Israeli -occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip and said 
Jordanian-Palestinian unity 
should be strengthened. 

Demonstrators who mar- 
ched at Jordan’s three civilian 
universities Saturday sounded 


PLO official pays tribute to Jordan 

r Israeli Labour has historic 
peace chance— Abed Rabb 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Israel has no 
.^alternative but to negotiate 
^^firectiy with the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) and rec- 
ognise the rights of the Palesti- 
: niim people to setf-detenmnation 
and independence so that peace 
can be achieved in the Middle 
i East, according to PLO Execu- 
tive Comittec member Yasser 
.. Abed Rabbo. 

“The Israeli Labour Party has a 
. historic chance to make peace 
, with the Arabs and the door is 
: open now to for talks with the 
■ FIX) to settle the Palestine prob- 
lem,” Abed Rabbo said in an 
mterview with Jordan Television 
Channel Two, telecast Saturday 
Evening. 

He said the Israelis should real- 
ise that the uprising of the Palesti- 
nian people “is irrepressible” and 
that die resistance “will continue 
until the legiti ma te aspirations of 
the Palestinian people have been 
fulfilled." ' 

Speaking, on the television 
programme “Encounter,” Abed 
Rabbo said that Jordan had taken 
“a buttm c derision by severing 
ties with the West Bank because 
it paved the way for a new stage 
in Jordanian-FLO relations.” 


“The Jordanian derision, taken 
in July 1988, provided a great 
support for the intifada and the 
Palestinian people’s struggle,” 
Abed Rabbo said. 

“There is an urgent need for a 
unified Arab stand to deal with 
the question of Jewish immigra- 
tion to Palestine, and there is an 
urgent need for a pan-Arab re- 
solution at the highest possible 
level with regard to the United 
States, Europe and the Soviet 
Union,” Abed Rabbo said. 

“The Arab World should exer- 
cise pressure in aD directions to 
reach a solution for this problem 
because continued immigration 
to Palestine constitutes a flagrant 
violation of the international law 
and human and national rights of 
tiie Palestinian people as well as 
the human rights of the emigrants 
themselves because they are 
forced to travel to a single des- 
tination,” be said. 

The PLO official said that the 
Palestinian peace initiative was 
“a historic derision taken by the 
PLO and not a form of tactics 
designed to achieve peace.” 

“We will adhere to this peace 
option despite continued Israeli 


Tunis meeting studies 
means to back intifada 


TUNIS (J.T.) — A committee 
grouping Jordan and seven 
other Arab states has opened a 
meeting at the Arab League 
headquarters here to dismiss 
ways of supporting the Palesti- 
nian uprising in the Israefi- 
hdd Arab lands. 

Delegates from Syria, Iraq, 
Algeria, Egypt, Tunisia, Pales- 
tine, Jordan and the Arab 
League General Secretariat 
met cm the second day of Arab 
Land Day, an anniversary 
marking the 1976 protests 
against Israeli confiscation of 
Arab land in the Galilee and 
the tilting of six Arab protes- 
ters. 

An Arab League spokesman 
said that the committee discus- 
sed a pan-Arab diplomatic 
offensive on the international 
level to draw attention to dan- 
gers inherent in Soviet Jewish 
immigration to the occupied 
teni tunes. 

The committee was formed 
by th e Arab states* foreign 
ntinaten who met here earlier 
"in March to discuss the Pales- 
tine issue and the Jewish im- 
“figtation to Palestine. 


In bind, students from Yar- 
mouk University staged a pro- 
cession Saturday in observance 
of the Land Day anniversary. 

Students delivered speeches 
on the occasion voicing the 
Arab yonth’s determination 
to pursue support for the 
Palestinian people involved in 
the intifada against the Israeli 
occupation. 

In Amman, a major event 
was organised Friday under 
the patronage of Prime Minis- 
ter Mndar Badran during 
which speeches were delivered 
on Land Day. 

Badran, who addressed the 
audience at the Palace of Cul- 
ture said that Jordan and 
Palestine represented the most 
v ital part of pan-Arab resist- 
ance against Zionist expan- 
sionism. 

The prime rrnn icTf,r said (hat 
the flow of thousands of Jews 
to be settled in the occupied 
Arab territories was a danger- 
ous situation threatening the 
Arabs. 

Other events and proces- 
sions were held in Jordan Fri- 
day to commemorate the 
anniversary. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bnllctinsand 
the da tty Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
*£ time and with the concerned institutions. 

y EXHIBITIONS 

.Ji RddMrtiy of plastic artists Ary A1 Hamad and Ibrahim AJ 
Nabataefc at the Housing Book Complex. 

; * Artedtibitktn by seven Iraqi artists at Abdnl Hameed Sbomaa 
Foundation (16 a,m. - 5:00 pjs.) 

1 £ Art by Ahmad Nawash at the French Cultural 

: Caere. 

i it BAMfe. tf paintings by Issam AI Tantawi at Alia Art 


.* Exfcfirftan entitled ‘‘Man and Land” by Jordanian artist KhaH 
Cbnmuueh at the Royal CrftnnJ Centre. 


provocations,” Abed Rabbo 
added. 

His visit to Jordan, Abed Rab- 
bo said, came at the invitation of 
the Ministry of Information in 
Amman to raise the level of 
cooperation and coordination be- 
tween the FLO and Jordan. 

“The two sides have reached a 
series of agreements on bilateral 
cooperation in television and cul- 
ture designed to back the uprising 
of the Palestinian people,” he 
said. 

Abed Rabbo said that the two 
sides decided on producing 
Hebrew-language television 
programme to influence Israeli 
public opinion and agreed on 
cooperation on joint television 
production, drama and theatre in 
an effort to promote the uprising. 

“ As of the coining scholastic 
year, Jordan Television will buuL 
transmitting programmes for the 
AJ Qnds Open Univeraty stu- 
dents in tiie occupied Arab terri- 
tories,” Abed Rabbo said. 

Last Mondy, Abed Rabbo deli- 
vered a message to IBs Majesty 
King Hussein from Palestine 
President Yasser Arafat dealing 
with Joidan-FLO cooperation. 



Luxurious 
ferry docks 
at Aqaba 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The modem 
cruise ship, M/V “Europa,” oper- 
ated by the German Lines, 
Hapag-Lloyd A.G. Hamburg, 
and agented by T. Gargour and 
Fils, docked at Aqaba port last 
Thursday with 588 passengers 
on board to visit the historical dty 
Petra, Wadi Rum and Aqaba, 
within its “all over the world" 
cruises. 

The Ministry of Tourism, and 

the Aqaba Ports Corporation had 

extended all possible facilities to 
make a successful call to “Euro- 
pa” to encourage such cruises to 
the area. 

The Jordan Armed Forces 
Musical Band also welcomed tiie 
arrival of Europa by arranging a 
special concert and show, along- 
side the ship onion its arrival to 
the port 

The M/V Europa is calling 
Aqaba annually as part of its “all 
over the world” cruises. 


Jordan 


it Arabic cMUns’s pby entitled “Al&ahed” (the witness)* the 
Royal Cuttml Centre — I0t» un. and 3k36 p.m. 

FILM 

.ft Feature film entitled M An American in Paris” at the American 
; Cultural Centre — 3:06 pja. 


Times 

Tel: 6671 71 


the same themes. 

They chanted pro-PLO slo- 
gans with no interference from 
police who once bad orders to 
suppress overt displays of sup- 
port for the organisation or its 
leader Yasser Arafat. 

“What was taboo two years 
back has become normal,” one 
Palestinian official said, “The 
two sides have matured and are 
working confidently towards 
the future.” 

Jordanian and Palestinian 
analysts agree that Ionian's 
move to hand the PLO respon- 
sibility for the West Bank re- 
moved most of the distrust that 
had clouded Jordamau-PLO 
ties. 

Jordanian moves towards 
democracy have also helped. 

in the last few months Am- 


Industry 
fair to 


man has welcomed back many 
Palestinians with Jordanian 
passports who had been forced 
into exile in Syria and else- 
where because of their political 
views. 

Hundreds of Jordanian and 
Palestinian activists have come 
bade to reclaim, confiscated 
passports and some have 
stayed. 

Two hardline Damascus- 
based PLO groups, once sworn 
enemies of tiie regime, are 
resuming open political work 
in Jordan. 

The Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(DFUP) had set up a Jordanian 
offshoot named the Jordan Peo- 
ples Democratic Party. The 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine fPFLP) will 


decide in May whether to do 
the same. 

The PLO’s information 
minister, Yasser Abed Rabbo, 
was in Amman this week to 
discuss with his Jordanian 
counterpart bow Jordan radio 
and television can help the 
intifada. 

Jodan Television, widely 
viewed in the West Bank, is to 
broadcast the programmes of 
Al Quds Open University, 
being set up to counter Israel’s 
closure of West Bank universi- 
ties. 

Other such cooperation with 
the PLO is planned, including 
production of a new Hebrew- 
language programme to com- 
plement Jordan Television's 
existing news bulletin in Heb- 
rew. 


open 


ACC rallies behind 
Iraq against charges 
of nuclear smuggling 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jorda- 
nian industrial fair is to be 

Organised in Amman tinring 

the month of Ramadan to 
display samples of national 
products. 

A report in Al Ra’i Arabic' 
daily Sa tur day said that the 
fair would open by the mid- 
dle of the month at the King 
Abdullah Garden Complex 
in Wadi Saqra. 

It said that the fair will 
remain open unto Eid A Fitr, 
the feast, which marks the 
end of the month of Rama- 
dan. 

Minister of Industry and 
Ttade Ziyad Fariz earlier this 
month said that the govern- 
ment's main concern at pre- 
sent is to encourage the pro- 
duction of high quality goods 
which can bring in revenues 
for Jordan when sold abroad. 

Addressing a meeting held 
at the Jordan Industrial 
Estates Corporation (JIEC) 
head-office, called to discuss 
problems facing industrial in- 
vestments and exports, the 
minister emphasised the need 
to promote vocational train- 
ing since, be said, “the work- 
er is the main factor in the 
production of good and com- 
petitive products for foreign 
mar kets.” 

Addressing the same meet- 
ing Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) Deputy Governor 
Mohammad Saleh Al Houra- 
rd said that the CBJ has 
allowed Jordanian exporters 
to retain 30 per cent of the 
total cost of exports in fore- 
ign currency and allowed 
financial institutions to im- 
port primary goods and spare 
parts as a way to encourage 
industrial investments in the 
country. 

Hourani announced that 
the CBJ was now preparing 
to establish a special financial 
institution to finance exports 
and the purchase of require- 
ments for production of in- 
dustrial goods for export. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The four-coun- 
ry Arab Cooperation Conn- 
ed (ACC) assailed Britain and 
Western media Saturday for their 
treatment of one of its members, 
Iraq. 

The Amman-based ACC. 
which groups Egypt, Iraq, Jordan 
and North Yemen, urged Britain 
and the West to halt tiie “unjust 
campaign aimed at preparing 
world opinion for possible aggres- 
sion” against Iraq and diverting 
attention from an influx of Soviet 
Jews to Israel. 

An ACC statement said the 
campaign was “flagrant interfer- 
ence in Iraq's internal affairs” 
and an assault on “its legitimate 
right to defend its national secur- 
ity and sovereignty.” 

The ACC, formed in February 
1989, is an economic alliance but 
its members also try to coordinate 
foreign policy. 

On Saturday Britain deported 
an Iraqi arrested at Heathrow 
airport three days earlier after 
customs agents foiled an alleged 
plot to smuggle 40 unclear trig- 
gers to Baghdad . 

The affair has further strained 
relations between Britain and 
Iraq, already at odds over Iraq’s 
execution two weeks ago of Far- 
zad Bazoft. a London-based jour- 
nalist convicted of spying. 

Iraq has denied it tried to buy 
triggers for nuclear weapons, 
saying the U.S.-made electrical 
components confiscated in Bri- 
tain had many other uses. 

“The current campaign against 
Iraq is designed to mobilise world 
public opinion, against the Arab 
country and to justify an act of 
aggression against it,” the ACC 
statement said. 

“This campaign is considered 
as a flagrant interf e re nce in Iraq’s 
internal affairs and a violation of 
Iraq’s legitimate right to defend 
its security and sovereignty, and 
is also a way to mislead world 
public opinion and divert atten- 
tion from the ongoing Jewish 
emigration to Palestine in viola- 
tion of international laws and the 


legitimate rights of the Palesti- 
nian people in their own home- 
land,” the statement said. - 

The statement, which strongly 
denounced the British govern- 
ment’s campaign, said that Iraq 
“has the full right like any otber 
country to provide itself with the 
proper means to defend its secur- 
ity and to contribute t o wards the 
protection of pan-Arab security.” 

The statement said that the 
ACC countries “are keen to 
establish and develop construc- 
tive relations with Britain and the 
other Western European coun- 
tries,” and appealed to the Brit- 
ish government to halt “this un- 
just campaign which aims at thre- 
atening security in the Middle 
East and endanger world peace.” 

Jor dani an dailies Saturday ex- 
pressed total support for Iraq’s 
stand, and in editorials and opin- 
ion columns they finked the cur- 
rent Western campaign to Zionist 
plans and ambitions. 

The affair has put pressure on 
relations between Britain and 
Iraq. 

British Prime Minister .Mar- 
garet Thatcher has said the 
alleged attempt to smuggle the 
triggers was “very, very serious,” 
but Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd said it would be against 
British interests to sever relations 
or expel Iraq’s ambassador. 

Iraq has denied It tried to buy 
triggers for nuclear weapons, 
saying the U.S.-made electrical 
components confiscated in Bri- 
tain could have been used for 
many other purposes. 

A statement carried by the 
Iraqi News Agency said that Iraq 
held Britain responsible for “the 
consequences of its measures... 
(and) reserved the right to take 
measures on the basis of reciproc- 
al treatment.” 

In Tunis, the Arab League said 
it supported Iraq’s daim to the 
“transfer of technology” and cal- 
led on Britain to exercise self- 
control, according to a Tunis 
radio report monitored in Lon- 
don by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC). 


Officials say food supplies 
adequate, warn violators 


AQABA (J.T.) — A consign- 
ment of 6,400 tonnes of Canadian 
wheat worth $1.75 nriflioti sent as 
a gift to Jordan has arrived here 
and is being unloaded to be 
stored at the Ministry of Supply 
warehouses, according to port 
officials. 

A total of 50,000 tonnes of 
wheat from another ship is also 
being unloaded at tiie port dty, 
the officials said. 

The wheat arrived here over 
the past two days akmg with 
other consignments of fora! sop* 
plies like frozen chicken, dried 
milk, barley and com. 

A ship laden 50,000 tonnes of 
various otber products for the 
Ministry of Supply is expected on 
April 13, the officials said. 

The arrival of the food supplies 
in Aqaba coincided with a state- 
ment by Minister of Supply Nabil 
Abul Hnda who' affirmed flat 
sufficient quan ti ti es of Bulgarian 
meat would be distributed Satur- 
day in Amman at JD 1.8 per 
kilogramme. 

Meat has been in short 
supply, and the Ministry of Supp- 
ly has made arrangements for 
shipments from Turkey and Bul- 
garia to meet the local demand, 
specially during the month of 
Ramadan. 

Abul Hnda Saturday toured 
various markets in Al Hussein 
camp, Al Nuzha, Al Mahatta and 
inspected centres for the sale of 
imported meat, greengroceries 



Nabfl Abel Hnda 

and other stores. Later he visited 
the Amman slaughter-house 
where he watched tiie process of 
distribution of imported fresh 
meat. 

In Tafileh, Saturday governor 
YTmlaf Maharmch met with food 
supply merchants at the city’s 
Chamber of Commerce to review 
the supply situation. He 
announced that sufficient meat, 
and other, basic commodities' 
were being made available and 1 
warned merchants against raising 
the prices fixed by the Ministry of 
Supply. 

Mabarmeh urged local citizens 


to report to his office any man- 
ipulation of prices. 

In Amman, teams of Ministry 
of Supply officials were seen over 
the past three days conducting 
intensive inspection tours of va- 
rious greengroceries and other 
stores to ensure that their owners 
do not violate the Ministry of 
Supply's regulations concerning 
prices. 

In remarks to citizens protests 
against a relative rise in the price 
of many vegetables and fruits, 
Minister of Agriculture Suleiman 
Arabiyat said that the increase in 
prices was normal during this 
transitional period between agri- 
cultural cycles when limited 
quantities of good quality veget- 
ables and fruits normally grow. 

Arabiyat, in a statement pub- 
lished in Al Dustour daily Satur- 
day, said that prices of fruits and 
vegetables would drop dramati- 
cally by the middle of April when 
more good quality agricultural 
products will appear on the 
market. 

Arabiyat also said that Jordan 
could not stop exports of its 
products in order to suffice the 
local market's nqeds. 

“Such a move would mean 
closing the door for Jordan’s 
marketing of its products 
abroad,” be raid. 

“The frost spells that hit Jor- 
dan in the past month had bad 
serious effects on production,” be 
added. 




STROLL AFTER 1FTAR: Crowds throng the area 
around the Housing Bank complex after the Ramadan iftar, 
shopping and having fun (Photo by Yousef Al Allan) 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates Malta 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Saturday sent a 
cable of good wishes to the president of Malta on his country's 
national day. The King wished the president continued health and 
happiness and further progress for the Maltese people. 

2 killed in road accident 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Two persons were killed and six others were 
injured in a road accident that involved a pick up truck and a small 
car Friday. Al Ra’i daily said that the two cars collided head on at 
the Baader Wadi Seer Street, killing Karim Baku and his wife 
Aseel Roukh. The injured are being treated at the King Hussein 
Medical Centre. 

Handicrafts, food exhibition opened 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Social Development Abdul Majid 
Shrddeh Saturday opened an exhibition of handicrafts and 
foodstuffs organised at Al Qadesieh Community College in 
Amman. The 10-day exhibition displays embroideries, ceramics, 
woolen clothes and food produced by the Noot Al Hussein 
Foundation, the Jordan Women Federation, the Qadisieb College 
and the Mamounieh School. 

Jordan takes part in cartoon exhibition 

DAMASCUS (Petra) — Jordan along with four other Arab states 
are taking part in exhibition of cartoons which opened in Damascus 
Saturday. The exhibition, which was organised to mark Land Day 
in occupied Palestine, depicts the general situation in the occupied 
Arab lands and social, economic and political situation in the Arab 
World. A total of 11 artists from Jordan, Syria, Egypt, Palestine 
and Bahrain are taking part in the exhibition. 

Belgians hold convention in Amman 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A group of 240 Belgian pharmaceuticals will 
Sunday open a week-long convention at Amman Plaza Hotel to 
discuss plans for marketing products in Europe, mainly in Italy. 
The group, which represents Belgian pharmaceutical industries, 
will be touring various touristic and archaeological sites in Jordan 
in accordance with a programme organised by the Amman Plaza 
Hotel. 

Yarmouk hosts Islamic book exhibition 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Yarmouk University President Ali Mahafza 
Saturday opened an Islamic book exhibition at the lectures and 
sc min are hall of the university's mosque. The two-week exhibition, 
which is organised by the university's Islamic Studies Centre, 
indudes books on different Islamic topics, literature, psychology, 
sociology, education, philosophy, law and history as well as 
encyclopaedias and dictionaries. 

British students visit Karak 

KARAK (Petra) — A group of students of agriculture from the 
British University of Redding visited Karak Saturday and were 
briefed on agricultural and regional development by acting Karak 
governor Eid Al Alayan. The group later visited agricultural 
stations and met with the agricultural department’s director.. 


(Continued from page 11 

Badran steered an austerity 1990 
budget through the freshly- 
elected Parliament. 

Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
daneh said last week differences 
with the IMF over the projected 
budget deficit had been settled. 

Diplomats said it was not clear 
what had been agreed concerning 
the problem of unbudgeted in- 
terest payments of about $250 
million due this year to service 
military debt. 

Jardaneh has said an arma- 
ments fund from which such pay- 
ments are supposed to be made 
would stay off the budget. The 
Finance Committee of the Lower 
House of Parliament has said the 
fund has a hefty deficit. 

Jordan must still sign bilateral 
rescheduling agreements with 
Britain, Belgium, Sweden and 
Kuwait to complete a Paris Club 
rescheduling deal reached with 
official creditors in July. 

The original deadline was 
February 28, but the Paris Cub 
has had to extend it by three 
months. 

With minor delays Jordan has 
ntet its international payments 
without receiving any Arab aid 
this year and the dinar, which 
stopped sliding in August, has 


stayed surprisingly firm. 

Jardaneh said Jordan had re- 
ceived less than $50 million out of 
anticipated 1990 receipts of about 
$750 million in foreign loans and 
grants. 

He was confident Arab donors 
would give at least £360 million 
and Japan would match a World 
Bank structural adjustment loan 
of S150 million now being dis- 
bursed. 

He forecast that foreign re- 
serves would rise to $650 million 
compared to $500 million at the 
end of 1989, though they had 
slipped temporarily to $380 mil- 
lion. 

Jardaneh said the reserves in- 
clude up to $280 million in de- 
posits commercial l»n^ must 
keep at the Central Bank, but did 
not give fall details of how the 
figures were calculated. 

Diplomats said Jordan wanted 
fast-disbursing Japanese loans of 
$150 million. About $110 million 
might come from recycling the 
undisbursed pan of a S3 00- 
nuilion soft development loan 
and the rest from Japan’s Export-. 
Import Bank. 

"Things are not all rosy," the 
official said of Jordan’s financia l 
position. “But we feel we are in 
good shape.” 





t 


i 




\ 


\\ 

nV 


'4-vJ 



pinion & Analysis 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, AFML fcjpgfl 



Jordan Times 


An indcpcidcm Arab pofatkal duty poMddied in Engfeti by tbc Janhn Fn» Foaadatwa. 
EscMaM 1075 

L_jjVl «■■---* L— .yi jt ijjjUnrL jj— ; dt— t-U i-> wj. >«n ^rUr- 


Chairman of the Board of Directors: 
MAHMOUD AL KAYED 

Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 


Editor-in-Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 


Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6. 6701414, 684311, 684366 
Telex: 21497 ALRA1 JO 
Facsimile: 661242 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


rumours 
benefit Israel 


ISRAEL IS hurriedly fanning false rumours suggesting that 
enlightenment and democracy in the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe would also usher in a new wave of 
ants-SeDnttism in these countries, in a bid to cause a Jewish 
stampede to Israel. There are already many signs from these 
countries suggesting that Israel is busy fabricating or 
orchestrating anti-Semitism incidents there to ftad its 
campmgm of spreading fears among the Jews of the Soviet 
Union ami Eastern Europe and then lure them to leave their 
ancestral homelands. Such Israeli scenarios purport to 
claim that democracy and pluralism in the socialist coun- 
tries are anathema to Jews and Jewish interests, lids is of 
course absurd and defies every reasonable logic. This is not 
to mention the Gael that this is not the first time that Zionism 
has resorted to the tactics of concocting false stories about 
immin ent dangers to the lives and properties of Jewish 
people outside Israel. As far back as the first and second 
world wars, Zionism exploited such fears among Jewish 
communities not only in Nazi Germany where they were real 
bat also elsewhere in the world to beef op its population on 
Palestinian Sands. Fortunately not too many Jews had Men 
prey to snefa Zionist fabrications and manipulations and that 
is why Israel’s population bad remained at a standstill for 
such a Kong time. Recently, however, Israel’s scare cam- 
paign has begun all over again to hire Jews from Eastern 
Europe and the Soviet Union to swell its dwindling 
population as if to prepare for another conquest of Arab 
lands and territories. From the Arab point of view, the 
ongoing manipulation of events in the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe by Zionism is a “deja vu” policy that is 
reminiscent of bygone days when even atrocities were 
committed against Jewish communities at the instigation of 
Israeli agents for the avowed purpose of causing mass 
exodus of Jews from foreign lands to Israel. 

It win be in order therefore to initiate a counter campaign 
with a view to allaying the artificial Jewish fears trumped up 
by Israel and to caution the gullible would-be immigrants 
that their emigration in such numbers would sooner or later 
precipitate a conflagration between Israel and the Arab 
countries in which many hundreds of thousands would 
perish. There is no way that freedom and democracy based 
on pluralism will spell danger to Jewish communities and 
the sooner the Arab World invites the socialist countries to 
initiate a counter campaign against Israel’s doctored drive, 
the better off would be these Jewish people as weti as the 
Arab peoples that could be adversely affected by their 
massive influx into their midst. Beades, tins is no time to 
sow distrust between the Arabs and Jewirii peoples. The 
peace process in the Middle East is so fragile and vulnerable 
as it is and massive Jewish immigration now would only add 
hd to the raging fire in the region. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


ANY political, military or economic achievement accomplished 
by the Arab countries seems to arouse the hatred and hostility of 
the Arab Nation's enemies who hate the Arab order, said Ai Ra*i 
Arabic daily in an editorial Saturday referring to the current 
hostile campaign being launched by Britain against Iraq. The 
paper said that since Iraq executed the British Israeli spy Bazoft, 
Britain has been involved in a series of campaigns directed against 
Baghdad. Those behind the campaigns had forgotten that Bazoft 
was a common criminal imprisoned several times in London, and 
who had been provided with documents enabling him to travel 
abroad and serve the Israeli intelligence service, the paper noted. 
It said that the campaign has now reached such proportion that 
caffs are beard demanding that Iraqis working and living legally in 
Britain be evicted in retaliation. This systematic campaign against 
Iraq is a campaign against Iraq's victory in the war against Iran, 
and it is a campaign directed against the whole Arab Nation which 
offered great sacrifices, said the paper. Indeed this campaign is 
serving the interests of world Zionism and aimed to divert world 
public attention from the ongoing Jewish immigration into 
Palestine, the paper continued. 


A columnist in Al Ra’i Saturday discusses the question of holidays 
for schools, community colleges and universities in the light of a 
decision by the Ministry of Education to re-co nsider the schools' 
spring holiday. Sfdah Abdul Sanrad says that when first intro- 
duced, the spring holiday was hailed by the Ministry of Education 
as a beneficial period of time, most useful for the students. But we 
are now surprised to see the same Ministry of Education trying to 
get rid of the spring hotidary and that a special committee has 
prepared a recommandation, giving justification why this holiday 
should be terminated, the writer notes. He says that there were 
calls soon after the introduction of the spring holiday several years 
ago that it won't benefit the students, but afl calls went in vain, 
and the ministry found reason to introduce this arrangement. 
However, he says, the introduction and the cancelling of this 
holiday should serve as a lesson from which all educationists at tbc 
ministr y should benefit in future planning of holidays for schools. 


Al Dussour duly said that the current Western campaign against 
Iraq for the execution of the Iranian British spy Bazoft is closely 
linked to the Zionist movement This campaign presented the 
execution as a major catastrophe for mankind ; and those behind 
the campaign assumed the advocacy of Bazoft’s case and are 
active now mobilising the whole world against Iraq, the paper 
noted. The paper said that the American and British media are 
specially active in this campaign levelling new and false accusa- 
tions against Iraq, ft is noticed that whenever plots are being 
hatched against the Arab Nation they are preceded by hostile 
cam paig ns which pave the way for an aggression , the paper noted. 
It said that Western countries where the Zionists are particularly 
active tend to lead such campaigns and carry out such intimida- 
tions. 


Sunday Economic Pulse 


By Dr. 


Fabed Fandc 


Economic crisis contained 


JORDANIANS have always 
felt that there was something 
wrong and unquitting about 
their national economy. The 
period of boom and progress 
(1972-1982) was always 
thought of as being threatened 
by external and internal fac- 
tors, that it may not last and 
that growth will not continue at 
high rate. 

The first si gnals of a forth- 
coming crisis started to build 
up in 1982, but government of 
the time foiled to take notice 
and declare economic 
emergency. The government 
preferred to buy more time, at 
any price, hoping that some- 


how a miracle will save Jordan 
from reaching the point of cri- 
sis. Jordan's economic future 
was left dependent on favour- 
able political developments 
that proved to be false. 

By 1988, all means to bey 
time and postpone the moment 
of truth were exhausted and 
the crisis erupted. 

Some of the major factors 
that contributed to the prob- 
lem included: Jordanians’ 

tendency to five beyond their 
own means, the country’s 
security burden resulting from 
its geographic situation as a 
confrontation state and a buf- 
fer zone between Arab oil 


Superpower 
detente brings 
no quick peace 
dividend for Asia 


By Roger Crabb 

Reuter 


TOKYO — The Berlin Wall is 
coming down, NATO and War- 
saw Pact chiefs fraternise as if the 
cold war were just a bad dream, 
yet Asian governments ruling half 
of mankind are heaping still more 
money on the military. 

While politicians in Europe 
and the United States talk open- 
ly of a "peace dividend” — the 
hoped-for saving of massive sums 
hitherto earmarked for defence 
— there seems little chance of 
that happening in Asia. 

Asia's big powers are deter- 
mined not to lower their guard 
and China and India have both 
announced big jumps in military 
spending. 

Continuing tension in north 
Asia is forcing Japan — -Washing- 
tons principal ally in the region — 
to keep up its massive expendi- 
ture, while South Korea remains 
locked in confrontation with 
Communist North Korea. 

In Indochina, Vietnam says it 
will reduce its 1.1 imUkm-strong 
army to half a million now that 
it has withdrawn from Cambodia 
but in that country dvfl war 
grinds on and Phnom Penh is 
looking to enlarge its military 
strength. 

Neighbouring Thailand main- 
tains a high level of vigilance, 
with defence remaining at about 
18 per cent of total budget. 

The biggest spending increase 
is in India, which already has the 
world’s third largest army and the 
region’s biggest navy. 

In late March Prime Minister 
Vishwanath Pratap Singh’s gov- 
ernment announced plans to raise 
its military budget to 157.5 bfllioa 
rupees ($9.54 trillion) for 1990-91, 
a 21 per cent increase over last 
year. 

“This increase in defence ex- 
penditure is not of our choice. It 
is the direct result of the situation 
on our borders,” said Finance 
Munster Madhu Dandavate. 

While he <fid not name them, 
India's two .big defence worries 
are Pakistan and China. 


India says Pakistan is arming 
and training secessionists in dis- 
puted Punjab and Kashmir, 
charges that Islamab ad denies. 
The two countries have fought 
two of their three wars over 
Kashmir, and New Delhi says 
U.S. arms supplies to Pakistan 
are a major reason for its own trig 
defence bill. 

India’s military buUd-np began 
under Singh’s predecessor, Rajiv 
Gandhi. Western diplomats say 
Gandhi wanted to make India a 
dominant Asian power, with nav- 
al control of the Indian Ocean 
and a 1 .2 million-strong army tbat 
could be rapidly deployed in 
South Asian trouble spots. 

Gandhi demonstrated this poli- 
cy in 1987 by sending 50,000 
troops to Sri Lanka to fight Tamil 


rebels — the last units rebased 
only in March this year. In 1988 
he despatched a force to the 
Maldives to help the government 
there crush a coup. 

India also has a long-running 
border dispute with China, with 
whom it fought a limited war in 
1962, 

Over the past decade China has 
baht up its ability to take part in 
regional conflicts, diplomats in 
Peking say. But for the moment 
the world’s most populous nation 
seems absorbed by its own grave 
domestic problems. 

Commentators agree the deci- 
sion by Peking’s hardline leaders 
to boost military spending more 
than 15 per cent m the co ming 
year to 28.9 trilfiou yuan ($6.1 
billion) was motivated less by 
international concerns as by a 
need to ensure the loyalty of the 
People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA). 

China’s geopolitical situation 
improved markedly in 1989 when 
a historic rap p rochement with 
Mosoow after decades of hostility 
brought hopes of lowered ten- 
sions. 

Only weeks later, however, 
elderly politicians panicky at 
mass anti-government demon- 
strations in Tiananmen Square 
sent troops into central Peking to 
crash them, killing hundreds, 
possibly thousands of rivifians. 

Since then the offifidaJ press, 
tacitly co nfi r min g reports of un- 
precedented dissension within the 
PLA over its new "internal secur- 
ity” role, has carried repeated 
appeals to the military to show 
unswerving loyalty to the Com- 
munist Party. 

Along with exhortations have 
come more fends. "IPs Che pay- 
off for being loyal and true,” said 
a Western analyst. 

While China looks resolutely 
inwards, however, Japan looks 
out towards mainland Asia and 
doesn’t like what it sees. 

Invoking what they call an un- 
dhnrnished Soviet threat in Asia 
and fierce tensions on the Korean 
peninsula, Japanese defence offi- 
cials want military spending to 
remain at a total for the next five 
years of around 23,000 billion yen 
($147 billion). 

South Korea still spends five 
per cent of its surging gross 
national product on defence and 
shows no sign of reducing that 
figure. Pyongyang spends 24 per 
cent of its modi smaller GNP. 

Seoul, which has long relied 
heavily on U.S. support for its 
defence, estimated last year it 
could become setf-suffident by 
1996 if it oontmoed spending at 
the same level. 

In 1989, South Korea spent 
6,300 trillion won ($9 trillion) on 
defence and economic planners 
expects this to rise in 1990 to 
almost 6.900 billion ($9.85 bil- 
lion). At current rates, the in- 
crease barely outpaces inflation. 


Name their capital 


To the Editor 


REFERENCE to your front page article of March 26 "Upper 
House members lash out at American Senate resolution”, 
couldn’t Jordan’s Senate retaliate by, for example, recognising 
Mosoow (Idaho), Paris (Texas) or better yet, Cairo (Illinois) as 
the capital of the United States? Doesn’t this follow the logic of 
the American Senate’s interference in the affaire of the Arab 
people? 


B.O/Pleteher 
P.O. Box 9446 


wealth . and the Israeli war 
machine, the failure of Arab 
oil exporting countries to hon- 
our their financial commit- 
ments, and heavy borrowing to 
finance military hardware, un- 
productive infrastructure and 
inefficient projects. 


announced Hs inability to ser- 
vice its huge external debts, 
and called on the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) for hdp 
in adjusting its economy and 
rescheduling its debts. 


The signs of crisis were 
abdundanL The problem re- 
sulted in three major develop- 
ments: 

(1) The dinar suddenly lost 
around half of its value against 
other foreign currencies; (2) 
the cost of Kvmg rose by 
around one third over 15 
months; and (3) Jordan 


Eighteen months after the 
crisis, one can safely say that 
the old attitude of carelessness 
was abandoned and the gov- 
ernment took proper action 
without farther Waste of time. 
The adjustment programme 
was in place in April 1989; the 
results started to show up 
almost immediately on the fun- 
damentals of the economy. 

Exports rose by 15 per cent 


in ri pHpr terms; imports drop- 
ped by 15 per cent; the deficit 
in the budget narrowed by one 
third; the Central Bank started 
to rebuild its foreign reserves; 
the ff Wfhang e rate stabilised as 
of August 1989; and inflation 
finally subsided as of February 
1990. 


In general one can say that 
although the crisis was not 
solved, it was at least con- 
tained. The situation is no 
more deteriorating as it did all 
through the eighties, and Jor- 
dan was able to prevent the 
afois from developing into tot- 
al economic collapse. 


As for the future, there are 
reasons to be eastfossly opti- 
mistic, Jordan can grow cm of 
its economic problem if tbc 
adjustment programme was 
adhered to — whole heatedly 
and without any hesitation 
and if Arab oil exporting coun- 
tries realised tbc importance of 
Jordan’s economic and pobtio 
al stability and security, and 
extended financial support to 
Jordan to help it overcome its 
difficulties and continue to 
fonctiou as a healthy and 
strong buffer between them 
and Israel and at the same time 
remain the moderate country it 
has always been. 


Money helps, but so does experience 


By Phillippa Neave 


WASHINGTON, D.C. — 
Although Eastern Europe only 
recently exploded onto the 
world's TV screens, some experts 
in Washington have been quietly 
watching Che region for decades, 
waiting for something to happen. 
Suddenly, those experts who 
were paid to think and analyse 
the situation in Eastern Europe 
are coming to the forefront, be- 
cause it’s time to act. 


Ironically, the foundations and 
think - tanks considered most con- 
servative are the ones being 
asked for advice by countries 
whose politics used to be at the 
other end of the political spec- 
trum. One such flunk-tank is the 
Heritage Foundation, a privately 
funded policy research institute. 
Seven of the foundation's resear- 
chers recently retained from the 
Baltic States (Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania, all annexed by the 
USSR at the time of World War 
n), where they had been doling 
out advice to top officials cm how 
to transform a one-party dicta- 
torship with a centrally planned 
economy to a multiparty demo- 
cracy operating a market-driven 
economy. 

Among the advisers was Stuart 
Butler, a senior economist wife 
the foundation and a privatisation 
expert. “We had dealings wife 
people in power as well as opposi- 
tion groups,” said British -bom 
Butler of his trip to Estonia. “We 
gave decision-makers, from the 
prime minister down, practical 
advice on how to achieve econo- 
mic change within a political 
framework. We were focusing on 
transition and the constraints that 
they as politicians would have.” 

The tasks facing leaders in the 
Baltic and Eastern European 
states are colossal, but, he said, 
not fundamentally different from 
past situations in some Weston 
European countries. Butler cited 
the case of Britain’s Margaret 
Thatcher, who in the early 1980s 
forced considerable changes in 
that country’s economics. The 
“Iron Lady” earned her nick- 
name by shotting down outmod- 


ed, debt-ridden heavy industries 
and by privatising large state-run * 
concerns. Said. Butler, “tire old 
heavy industries were just sink- 
holes for subsifees. The ship- 
building industry centred in Scot- 
land was shut down. For a year or 
so there was panic and mass 
unemployment, but now fee area 
is called Silicon Glen. The same 
people who worked in produc- 
tion-tine jobs have been retrained 
in tight electronics’ industries.” 

Though what happened in Bri- 
tain can serve as a model, Butler 
said, it will take some time to 
overturn the pervasiveness of 
state rale in the economic affairs 
of Eastern Europe. Citing the 
Baltics as an example, he added 
that the key lies in creating a 
small-business sector. “As all 
East-bloc countries, fee Baltics 
have a significant underground 
economy of blade-market entrep- 
reneurs. We talked about how to 
let the small sector Sourish and 
become a major segment of die 
economy.” 

One of Butler’s colleagues at 
fee foundation, policy analyst 
Douglas Seay, 33, who was also 
in Estonia, argued that thought 
patterns will have to change first. 
“The Eastern Europeans could 
preside over a rapid change of 
their economies if they get over 
the notion of wanting to plan that 
change too much. Get rid of the 
bureaucracy, get it out of the way 
of the entrepreneurs,” he recom- 
mended. 

The notion of competition as a 
positive and stimulating force is 
generally alien to most Eastern 
Europeans, Butler noted. "I 
found it was like talking to intelli- 
gent people who had never been 
exposed to economics before.” In 
the food and services industry, 
for example. Ire said, people 
could not understand that there is 
no need for a bureaucracy to 
control i restaurants^ bad, ones 
wQl fold just because they won't 
have any customers. 

Many Eastern Europeans are 
pinning their hopes on foreign 
investment, particularly from fee 
European Economic Community 
(EEC), to revitalise their econo- 
mies, and they have called on 


experts like Butler to help them 
learn how to make their econo- 
mies more attractive to Western 
businesses. But, says the policy 
analyst, feat is not the ultimate 
answer. “Eastern Europe has 
tremendous potential and these 
cou n tries look upon foreign in- 
vestment as their salvation, but I 
don’t know any country in the 
work! feat has developed on that 
bass. The only way is to create 
wealth domestically. We tell 
them they have most of the tools 
at their disposal to create their 
own wealth and lift themselves 
out and it’s a surp rise to them.” 
Eastern Europe has a tong way 
to go before investors are satis- 
fied that reforms are effective 
enough to guarantee financial re- 
turns. “Business people contact 
me, but they have no idea what 
they’re getting into, they just see 
new markets opening up," Seay 
explained. “They see Eastern 
Europe and the USSR — 400 
nrilH on people — and automati- 
cally see 400 million customers.” 
Added Butler, people with ex- 
perience in with markets 

in the de v e lopin g world are very 
unlikely to suddenly turn away 
from Africa and Asia. “They 
simply won’t fetch all their ex- 
perience and contacts to throw 
their dice into Eastern Europe,” 
he said, noting that initially fee 
East btoc will attract mostly “fly- ' 
by-night entrepre neurs looking 
for quick returns.” 

Q early Eastern Europe is 
looking to die EEC as the key to 
the future. “They all want to get 
into Europe (the EC) before it 
doses up," Seay said. “They all 
seem to fear that the walls are 
going to go up and that they will 
be tout out. The northern tier 
countries — Hungary, Czechoslo- 
vakia and Poland — want to join 
the EC as soon as their econo- 
mies will allow. The quest is 
emotional as well as practical. It’s 
Europe, something they want to 
be intricately connected wife and 
never again separated from. In a 
sense, people feet they are re- 
darmtng their birthright.” 

The future structure of the EEC 
is a topic of hot debate within fee 
EEC itself. Whatever form a new 


community takes, membership 
for fee Eastern European coun- 
tries will almost certainly require 
a preliminary period of loose 
association. In fee meantime, 
accor ding to Butler, the days are 
numbered for the East bloc's own 
trade association, COMECON. 

“It is Western Europe feat is 
going to have to start thinking 
bow ir is going to deal wife these 
countries,” he added. The EEfe 
has already taken one major Step 
towards helping its Eastern 
neighbours. In mid-January the 
12 EC members, plus 14 other 
developed nations, inchufeig fee 
U.S. and Japan, and 8 Eastern 
European states met to sex up the 
European Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion mad Development (known by 
its French acronym. BERD) to 
hdp build a private sector ta 
Eastern Europe. BERD will 
make loans to countries that are 
moving towards both a market 
economy and a multiparty politic- 
al system. 

The two experts at the Herit- 
age Foundation had mixed feel- 
ings about the need for the 
BERD. “Britain and fee U.S. 
want the bank to lend exclusively 
to. the private sector, while 
France and other c o u n tries want 
to include loans to governments 
who claim tbat investments io 
infrastructure wffl be necessary.” 

■ Seay said, recalling . the failed 
policy of the..J970s, when the 
West collectively sank more than 
t£S. $80 billion into Eastern 
Europe: the money went to waste 
and those countries were saddled 
wife unserviceable foreign debt. 

Butler expressed strong reserve 
on principle: “Any device of this 
nature has all the dangers of t5jf 
large scale foreign aid bodies. 
They are used to prop up policies 
that may need to be cleared 
away... If you're getting plenty of 
foreign money and funding, it 
becomes easier not to make pain- 
ful choices.” 

Concluded Seay: “It is a mixed 
blessing. It could be more damag- 
ing to certain countries t ha n 
doing thing, especially if it be- 
comes politicised and is used to 
reward friends and punish ene- 
mies.” — World News Link. 
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Quel soutieu aux Palestiniens? 

II y a deux jours, le peu- — 
pie palestinien a c£16bre la 
Jourii£e de la Terre. A cette 
occasion, des affrontemenis 
san giants ont oppose Ies 
habitants des tenitoires 
occup£s a Tarm£e isra£lien- 
ne. Dramatique et habituei, 
ce scenario ne cesse de con- 
firmer le profond attache- 
ment des Palestiniens h leur 
terre et & leur identity 
nationale independante. 

Depuis bientdt 28 mois, 
ces demiers m£nent leur 
insurrection (Intifada) con- 
ire i'occupation isra£lienne 
avec beau co up de courage 
el de nombreux sacrifices. 

En coordination avec la 
Direction Unifi£e du 
soulevement, I'OLP a paralfellement offert tous Ies signes 
nficessaires de moderation et de realisme. Elle a propose 
un plan de paix et. demigrement, elle a accepte d’ouvrir le 
dialogue avec le gouvemement israelien comme premiere 
£tape d’une conference intemationale de paix sur le 
Proche-Orient. 

Recemment, le cabinet d'union nationale de Tel Aviv est 
tomb£ sous I'effet des divergences apparues entre le 
Ukoud et le Parti travailliste, a propos justement de la 
politique k suivre face a la determination du peuple 
palestinien. Preuve, que malgrd une conjoncture gyn£rale 
plutot dgfavorable, la determination des Palestiniens finit 
par agir sur Toccupant. 

L’Intifada est <Sgalement parvenue a gagner une partie de 
plus en plus importante de I'opinion publique intema- 
tionale & la juste cause du peuple de Palestine. Une 
meilleure comprehension de la politique de I’OLP s'est 
faite jour dans Ies milieux politiques en Europe et meme en 
Amdrique. accompagnge le plus souvent par des con- 
damnations plus ou moins fermes des pratiques israelien- 
nes. 

Les rues de plusieurs capitales ont connu des manifesta- 
tions et d'autres demonstrations de solidarity avec les 
Palestiniens. Les principaux groupements regionaux de par 
le monde adoptent peu a peu des politiques de soutien a 
Taction de I'OLP. Bref: de plus en plus de pays et de 
peuples sympathiser, globalement, avec la cause palesti- 
nienne, que ce soit moralement, diplomatiquement, sinon, 
dans certains cas, matyriellement. 

Le maillon faible dans la lutte palestinienne a toujours 
6t£ et reste aujourd’hui le monde arabe. Le soutien des 
nations de la region s'est le plus souvent maintenu dans des 
declarations d'intention. Qu'il s’agisse des gouvemements 
ou des -peuples. Meme les decisions (relatives notamment k 
T assistance financi&re a I’lntifada) prises par les chefs 
d’Etat arabes, ii y a deux ans a Alger, n’ont pas £te 
respectdes. Le Fonds national palestinien. a . d'ailleurs . 
recemment releve. que le soutien des pays arabes a I’OLP 
demeure bien maigte. 

En Jordanie, le Comity populaire de soutien k I'lntifada 
a collect^ 1.359.628 dinars en 19S8 et 1.108.410 en 1989. 
Mais tout se passe chez nous comme si nous n'avions de 
notre solidarity qu’une conception financifere. Pire encore: 
nous donnons {’impression que I'lntifada se ddroule a 2.000 
kilometres de nos frontieres. 

11 y a un an, j'ai rencontre un joumaiiste etranger, de 
passage a Amman pour la premiere fois. I! s'est y tonne d'y 
voir des villas luxueuses et des marches bien achaiandes. 11 
m'a fait part de sa surprise et de Tincrddulite qui en 
resultaii quant k Tdtat de guerre entre la Jordanie et un 
voisin belliqueux distant de moins de 60 kilometres. 

L'evolution de la situation des Palestiniens dypend 
beaucoup de la voloncd des Etats arabes de passer & 
Taction. Mais rien ne bouge. Du coup, le seul espoir, qui 
dissipe partiel lenient Taraertume des habitants des terri- 
toires, reste la democratisation progressive des regimes 
arabes. Elle pourrait en effet amener les gouvemants, 
presses par leurs populations, & mettre en pratique leurs 
slogans “arabistes” en faveur des “freres” de Palestine. 

«Le meilleur soutien reel, qui nous est parvenu du 
monde arabe depuis ie debut de I'lntifada, reside dans les 
changements democratiques en cours en Jordanie», ecrivait 
ii y a quelques mois un intellectuel palestinien dans une 
revue arabe de jyrusalem. Espdrons que la semaine de 
soutien au soulfevement, qui s’est achevye le 28 mars dans 
le royaume, lui donnera raison. 


Plusieurs milliers d'enfants maltraites en Jordanie 

Des s6 vices pratiques 
de I’interet social 



aunom 



En£ants expfoitts 
ies accneHBr. 


Flos de 3.580 enfants ont victimes d’abos 
physiques et semds en Jordanie entre 1983 et 1988. 
Les traitements mhmmains qu’ils snbissent vont des 
coops Ykdenis an meortre, en passant par le viol, les 


Dans les rues et sur les routes, 
prfes des mosqu6es et autour des 
tas <f ordures, sfetaie un spectacle 
quotidien: celui des enfants aban- 
donnys qui ne reculent devant 
rien poor smvivre. Nygtigds par 
la soddfe, ils ne sont pourtant et 
malhenreaseinent pas ies seals k 
fttre mahnends dans le royaume. 

II arrive en effet que les a bus, 
dont sont victimes les enfants, se 
lyv&lent piles dans une atmos- 
phere famllialc. Dans ce cas, ce 
sont les parents on d’autres mem- 
bres de la famflle, qui se retrou- 
veat & Torigme de la dyfaiHance 
et de la detinquance des jennes. 

D’aprgs ses recherches consac- 
rfies d. ce ph6norngne, Hind Kho- 
loqi, one enseignante du coQgge 
de la princesse Alia, estime a 
3580 le nombie de cas d'abus 
pratiqu6s k Tencontre d’autant 
d'enfants entre 1983 et 1988. 432 
cas, selon die, concemant des 
advices sexuels. 

Constat surprenant, fl n’existe 
aucune definition de ce type 
d'abus dans [a legislation jorda- 
mettne. Chaqoe famine on indi- 
vidn s’en remet done k ses 
propres convictions persotmeQes 
d6s qu'il est question du traite- 
ment a r6server aux "petits 
d’homme”. Certains croient ainsi 
avoir un droit et une liberte totals 
de les dominer et de les mal- 
traiter. 

«Pas de distinction 
entre diwiplme et torture* 

Si on leur demande les raisons 
d’un tel comportement, la 
rdponse des parents est antomati- 
que: «c'est mon enfant. Je 
ddpense beaucoup cF argent pour 
hii et j'ai le droit de l'yiever 
comme je veux*. «Dans notre 
sod£t6, Ie terme “abus" n’est pas 
encore reconnu. Et souvent, xl n’y 
a pas de distinction entre disci 
pfine et torture*, expliqne Sabri 
Rbeihat, major au D6partement 
de la sficurity publique (PSD- 
potice nationale). 

•• «Frapper on enfant, par exem- 
ple, reste conskfere comme Tun 
des prindpes de base d’une bon- 
ne dducation, poursuit-fl. Les pa- 
rents estiment que e’est le plus 
sflr moyen de se faire ob£ir>. 
Rares sont ceux qui imaginent les 
consequences des coups, qui peu- 
vent influencer radicalement le 
d£veloppement psychology que de 
leur progfiniture. 

Cest ainsi que sont exereds de 
nombreux abus, en toute impuni- 
ty faute de lois. Une lacune parti- 
culidremeot grave, quand on sait 
jusqu’oh peuvent aller certains 
adobes dans leurs pratiques in- 
hum aines k Tencontre des 
mineur s. Depuis les nouveanx 
n6s jnsqu’aux adolescents de 18 
ans. 

Une jeune mdre, F.H., a ainsi 
enterry vivante sa fille juste aprfes 
avoir accoudiy. Pourquoi? Parce 
que smi maxi venait de hn pre- 
ndre tontes ses yamomies poor se 
marier avec one autre, en la 
laissant, sans le sou, avec ses six 
enfants. F.H., d6sesp6r£e, a con- 
sid£rye que pour sa fille, la mort 
£tait preferable k une vie de 
urisbre. 

La justice jordanienne s'est 6g- 
alement retrouv6e face au cas de 


brdlnre... Aatant de s6vices pratiques par les 
parents eux-memes et consad^s comme on droit 
legitime, an sein d’nne sod£t£ patriarcale et en 
I’absence de tonte legislation dans ce domaine. 
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A.D., qui venait de tner son 
mari, et voulait aussi se d6barras- 
ser de son p&re. A.D a cxpliqu6 
son acte en i£v61ant aux juges son 
horrible caivaire: son p£re Tavait 
viol6e & l’Sge de 9 ans puis forc£e 
a yponser un homme, qui abusait 
d’elle sexueflement et Tobligeait 
& concfaer avec ses amis. 

Dans une 6cole de Madaba, 
e’est une institu trice, qui remar- 
que 1’ absence constante d’une de 
ses yfeves. Quand la fille tie re- 
vient en dasse, Tenseignante note 
que son visage est couvert de 
contusions et d'hymatomes. 
Questiorm£e, T enfant avoue que 
ses parents la frappent d£s qu’elle 
demande qnelque chose k man - 
ger. A la maison, elle n'a droit 
qu’& un petit dyjeuner tous les 
deux jours. 

St elle constitue un facteur ma- 
jeur dans les cas d’enfants mal- 
trait£s et exploit£s, la pauvrefe 
n’est pas & I’origmc de tous les 
abus. H arrive souvent en effet. 
que ces comportements intervien- 
nent sur fond de probl&mes fami- 
liaux, et particulid remen t sur 
fond de nfesentente entre 6poux. 
Ainsi cette m£re battant constam- 
mentsa fille parce que son mari la 
frappe dfts qu’xelle dypense, un peu 
de son sal^re. 

<0 y a aussi des parents qui 
vioientent leurs enfants, parce 
qu'ils Font 6t6 eux-mftmes pen- 
dant leur enfance, souligne par 
ailleurs Hind Kboloqi. Dans 
d’autres cas, e'est la nature cx- 
ub£rante de l’enfant, qui provo- 
que leur exasperation*. 

Selon elle, e’est ce qni arrive 
notamment aux bam bins crop lo- 
quaces ou tr£s indfipendants. «les 
p£res et les inferes, plutdt nerve ux 
et faibles de caractyre n’arrivent 
pas k assurer autrement leur 
autority sur ce type d’enfants*. 
Autres victimes cfesignyes: les en- 
fants mala des on handicaps, que 
les parents ne protbgent pas, 
faute d’argent, de patience... 
anon d’amour. 

Les conventions sod ales et les 
traditions n£es du systdme tribal 
eogendrent d'autres abus, li£ 
no tamme nt 4 la sexuality. En 
p&tissent en premier lieu les 
jeunes Giles. Car les families don- 
nent une importance 6norme & 
“Tbonneur”. Une enfant on nne 
adolescente, sinon une jeune 
femme encore cdlibataire, est 
condamnfie k mort par la famille 
si elle a une relation sexuelle. 


volontaire ou forc£e avec un 
ytranger. Traditionnelement, la 
“sentence" est ex£cutye par le 
p£re, qni lave son nom par le 
sang. 

«La v exigence et les repr^sailles 
couvrent beaucoup de mauvais 
traitements*, confirme le major 
Sabri Rbeihat, selon lequel ces 
pratiques doivent absolumment 
ctder le pas & «des processus 
rehabilitation et de reintegra- 
tion*. Malbeureusement, il n’ex- 
iste encore aucune institution en 
Jordanie, capable remplir cette 
ticbe et de s’occuper des enfants 
maltraites. Exception faite du 


“Village des E nfan ts” de l'asso- 
dation bumanitaire SOS Chil- 
dren (Voir encadre), dont la 
fonction se limite cependant & 
J’accuei] des petits orphelins. 

Reste un seul espoir: la Con- 
vention des Droits de i’Enfant, 
adoptdc par 1'ONU en novembre 
dernier, et destufee k profeger les 
mineurs de tous les abus, de !a 
negligence et de l’exploitation par 
les ad ultes. Le royaume hach£- 
mite £nidie actuellement son 
6ven tue lie adhesion k cette charte 
mondiale. 


Saeda Kflani. 


SOS Children 


Un village pour orphelin 

«** 

Prot€ger Ies enfants orphelins des abus et de 
Fexphitatuni sociale: C 3 est la tache du Village des 
Enfants de V association SOS Children , qni leur 
procure depuis 4 ans une assistance psychologique, 
sociale et Enandire. 


Au lendemain de la deox- 
idate guerre mondiale, un 
m£dedn autrichien, Hermann 
Gemeiner, avait; remarqnd 
combien souffraient les nom- 
breux enfants orphelins, aban- 
donnes h eux-memes dans Ies 
rues, sans rien k manger. En 
1949, ii ddddait dfetablir un 
veritable village pour ces 
jeunes et adolescents, oil il 
pourrait leur venir en aide. 

A 1’ instar de cette premifere 
“ardie”, instailde au Tyrol, 
d'autres centres d'accueil 
aliaient rapidement voir Ie 
jour. En 1990, le n ombre des 
villages d'enfants, construits 
sur ce modfele dans le monde 
eatier, s’dldve k 2 60. 

L’un d’eux s'est ouvert en 
Jordanie en mai 1986. Install^ 

6 Tabarbour, dans la banheue 
est d’Amman, il a £te inangard 
un an pins tard par la reine 
Noor. H comprend aujourd’hui 
neuf maisons, abritant chacune 

7 a 10 enfants et une adulte, 
veritable “mdre” du gronpe. 

L’organisation du vfllage ne 
diffdre gudre de celle d’un 
hameau normal. Les besoins 
financiers, pddagogiques des 
petits habitants y sont assures. 
Toot y est mis en osuvre pour 
foumir aux enfants une atmos- 



phere familiale et sociale, 
propre k Ies aider k grandir. 

«Les rdsuhats scolaires de 
nos pensionnaires de nos pen- 
sionnaires nous indtent k pen- 
ser que cette experience est 
une rdussite, estime Moham- 
med al-Shalaldeh, le directeur 
du village. Presque tous font 
de brillantes etudes et collec- 
tionnent les certificats de feii- 
dtations*. 

S. K. 


Entre tieos. Le roi Hussein s’est entretenu jeudi a Aqaba avec le 
secretaire general des Nations-Unis, Javier Perez de Cuellar, qui 
avait entam£ mardi une visite privde de quatre jours en Jordanie. Le 
souverain hachemite a notamment exprime son «appr£tiation» pour 
le «rdle de l’ONU* et son ^importance'* dans Ie rdglement des 
conflits dans le mode entier. Dimanche, le roi avait requ k Amman le 
chef d'etat-major de I’armee de Pair franchise, le gfnfral Jean 
Fleury. Aucune predsion n'a £te donnee sur la teneur de cet 
entretien. La Jordanie avait conclu en avril 19S8 avec la France un 
contra t portant sur Tachat de 20 avions Mirage 2000. 

Coordination. Yasser Abed Rabbo, chef du departement de 
I’lnformation au sein du Comite ex£cutif de I'OLP, a demande le 
week-end dernier & la Jordanie de permettre a la television nationale 
de «< diffuser des programmes d'education destines aux £cudiants des 
universites des tenitoires occupds, fenndes depuis trois ans». M. 
Abed Rabbo s'en est entretenu avec le ministre de ['Information, 
Ibrahim Izzedine, avec lequel il a £galement evoque les moyens k 
mettre en oeuvre pour ameiiorer «les programmes televises concer- 
nant le soutien k I’lntifada*, destines aux habitants de Cisjordanie et 
de Gaza. 

CEE-Iigne. La ‘Troika" europCenne (France, IrLande et Italie) et 
le comite de la Ligue arabe sur I’lntifada. se r£uniront mardi 
prochain, 3 avril, au Luxembourg. Devraient notamment partidper k 
cette reunion le secretaire general de la Ligue, Chedli KJibi et le chef 
du departement politique de I’OLP, Farouk Kaddonmi. La FRance 
sera representee par son secretaire d’Etat charge des relations 
culture lies internal! on ales, Thierry de Beauce. 

xPosftifs*. La suppression de ('octroi de permis de travail aux 
Strangers, au debut du mois de fevrier, par les autorites jordaniennes 
donne des •'r6sultats positifs», a affirmd lundi le ministdre du Travail. 
Selon le directeur de la section de 1’EmpIoi. Mansour al-Outoum, 
cette mesure a permis d’embaucher 2.500 nationaux durant cette 
pdriode. 100.000 Jordaniens. dont 50% sont titulaires de dipldmes 
allant du tawjihi k la licence, sont actuellement au chdmage dans le 
pays, selon les chifffes officiels. 

Tourisme. La Syrie et la Jordanie ont signe lundi k Dam as un 
protocole d’accord tourisdque, appelant les agences de voyages 
mixtes ou privdes des deux pays A organiser des programmes 
commons pour les visiteurs arabes et derange rs. Les minis ties syrien 
et jordanien du Tourisme sont dgalement convenus d’dlaborer 
ensemble des publications, ainsi qu’un guide et un film prdsentant les 
rdgioQS des deux Etats. Par ailleurs, la compagnie adrienne cbypriote 
Cyprus Airways a ddcide mardi de repTendre ses vols k destination 
d’Amman, trois fois par semaine ^ partir du 3 juin. Ils avaient dtd 
interrompus en 1985 pour des raisons techniques. 

Trafic. Deux des trois personnes inculpdes mercredi de trafic 
d’armes depuis Londres vers ITrak. un Lx ban a is et un Irako- 
britannique, ont dtd placds en detention provisoire jusqu’au 5 avril. 
date k iaquelle ils seront prdsentds devant un tribunal. La troisidme 
person ne, une Franqaise, a dtd libdrde sous caution et devra 
comparaitre devant la justice le 10 mai. Tous trois sont inculpds 
d’infraction k la legislation sur Ies expoation sur les exportations 
d’armes pour avoir tentd de faire sortir illdgalement du pays des 
composants de ddtonateurs nucldaires. Margaret Thatcher a qualifid 
cette affaire d' ^incident ties, trds sdrieux*, tout en prdcisant qu’elle 
ne menace pas, dans Timmddiat du moins, les relations dipiomati- 
ques entre Londres et Bagdad 

Drame. Trois personnes sont mortes de rire hier k San Jiro dans le 
nord du Mexique, aprds avoir bu chacune un verre de la nouvelle 
production d’eau pd till ante Perrier. Le Pdg de la cdldbre marque 
franqaise, Gustave Leven, est attendu aujourd’hui mfime sur place. 
Selon- les premieres analyses, effectives par un laboratoire d*Etat & 
Mexico, des traces de gaz hilarant auraient dtd deceldes dans 
plusieurs centaines de bouteilles, en vente k San Jiro. Cet accident 
risque de porter un coup terrible k la finite, d£j& sdrieusement 
dbranlde en fevrier par la ddcouverte de benzene dans sa production 
exportde aux Etats-Unis (“Le Jourdain" du 17 fevrier). 


Pauvres. La CEE va engager 55 millions d’£cus (66 millions de 
dollars) au cour des quatre anndes k venir dans des projets d'aide k 
ses 44 millions de pauvres. a annoned jeudi ia Commission 
europdenne. Cette demidre a selectionnd, au sein de la CEE, 39 
projets locaux de lutte conrre Tiudigence, qui bdndfirieront de 
subventions. Selon une estimation de la Commission, la Com- 
munaute (320 millions d’habitants) com pt ait un million de- sans abri 
en 1988. 


Visile. Le gdndral Dmitri Iazov, ministre sovidtique de ia Defense, a 
declare mardi k Paris au sujet de Ia situation en Lituanie, qu'il partah 
«de Tidde que tout sera rdgie par la vote pacifique*. Interrogd k 
Tissue d'un entretien de 45 minutes avec le premier ministre frangais 
Michel Rocard, M. Iazov a affirmd qu’il «n'y a aucune action aim£e 
sur le territoire de Lituanie*. Le ministre sovidtique a quittd Paris 
vendredi aprds avoir dtd dgalement re^u par son homologue frangais 
Jean -Pierre Chevdnement. 


Academe. Le philosophe Michel Serre, 59 ans, a dtd dlu jeudi h 
TAcaddmie frangaise, prestigieuse institution culturelle de l*Hex- 
agone. 68 le membre de l’Academie, Michel Serre occupe le fanteitil 
d'Edgar Fame, anden chef du giuveraement, ddcddd en mars 1988. 
Mathdmatiden, historien des sciences et agrdgd de philosophic, 
Michel Serre enseigne la philosopbie k Paris et k Tuniversrte de 
Stanford aux Ettats-Unis. 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 
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Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


Oscars 

Hosmeur 

a 

Jessica Tandy 

La 62dme dditkm des Oscars de 
I'acaddmie du dndma amdricaio, 
qui s'est ddroulde mardi soir k Los 
Angeles a mis k ittonneur m* 
grande dame du didfltre anglo- 
saxon: I’actrice londonienne Jessi- 
ca Tandy, qui h preque 81 ans s'est 
vue remettre I’Oscar de la mefl- 
leure actrice pour son fete 
“Driving Miss Daisy”. EUe y in- 
cane une vieflle dame juive anVr- 
icainc se liant d’amitfe avec sou 
nouveau chauffeur noir. Le long- 
m6trage de Bruce Beresford a par 
ailleure raflfi trois autres Vcom- 
peQses, dont l'Oscar tarn convoife 
de mriCeur film de I’aonee. 

L'Oscar du meilleur acteur est 
revenu k 1’Angiais Daniel Day- 
Lewis. 32 ans, peintre et &rivain 
dans le film de llrlaodais Jim 
Sheridan “My Left Foot”. D£cep- 
■don done pour k favori, Tom 
Cruise, nomine pour son inter- 
pretation d’un andeu combatant 
du Vietnam dans “Bora on the 
Fourth of July". Le film n’a obtenu 
que deux Oscars, dont celui de 
meilleur rfalisateur pour Oliver 
Stone. 

Cinema africain. Le premier 
prix des 4<hncs rencontres du and- 
ma africain de Khouriba (Manx) 
est revenu dimanche dernier 
Tonisien Noun Bouzid, reafisateur 
des “Sabots en or". Le film avait 
ere offirielkroent sfikcdonik an 
festival de Cannes 1989. 
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Vol ci voile au dessus de I'a^roport de Marqa 

! @ir ceux qui aiment planer 


SDepaas prfts de trots ans, tes fous de pfameors tronvent 
ess jordanie 2es moyens d’assoovir tear penchant poor tes 
airs. Grfice au dub royal de vol d volte, n€ en jnllld 1987. 







B sn£5t tie quelques dizames de 


*Ten rfivais depuis rage de 3 
ans. Dds que le chib a ouvert ses 
partes en juillet 1987, j’ai pro 
mes premieres lemons. Aujour- 
d’hiri, je compte 40 vote*. La 
quarantine, Safbub Abu Taha 
est k 1’ image de la plupart quel- 
qne cent membres du Club royal 
de vol k voile (CRVV): heure ux 
et plutdt fier d'assouvir sa passion 
des airs. 

Une passion, qui ntene ce 
directeur de cabinet d'andit ban- 
caire, le phis soovent flanqud 
d’une paire d’amis, presque tous 
Ses jendis aprts-midi et les ven- 
dredis sur les pistes de l’a£ report 
nuhtaire de Marqa, k Pest d’ Am- 
man. «on y passe des heures 
entteres, jusqu'au ctepuscule*, 
assure -t-ii. Et ce, poor quitter, 
one, deux on trois fois par 
semaine, le plancher des vacbes 
et planer entre vingt minute et 
une heure dans le del de la 
capitate. 

•cAvant, nous devious ailer en 
Europe*, souligne Munqeth 
Mehyar, autre mordu da vol k 
voile. Architects de formation, il 
avait acquis un brevet de pilote 
d’apparetls motorists aux Ettats- 
Unis. Revenu au pays au dlbut 
des anncss 1980, il n’b&itait pas a 
ddpenser des fortunes pour s'of- 
irir quelques heures demotion 


forte. 

Depuis trois ans, ses ddpenses 
se retrouvent consid£rablement 
tedrites. «L'inscription initiate au 
dub cofite environ 220 dinars. 
Elle se limite ensuite k 40 dinars 
par an, precise Talat Malkawi, 
instructeur et nuntero deux du 
dub. Et pus. nous pratiquons des 
reductions de 50% pour les 6tu- 
diants*. 

Compare aux prix des aCroc- 
lubs europeens, le CRW merite 
bien la reputation de “club pour 
tous'*, que tentent de ltd donner 
ses responsables. Mais il reste 
cher pour une majorite de Jorda- 
riens moyens. «Nous avons pour- 
tant des origines sodo-profes- 
sionnelles tits varices, soutient 
Munqeth Mehyar. Cest d'ailieurs 
re rdussite la plus satis- 
r<asante*. 

L’autre, k Pen croire, est la 
presence, non nfigtigeable, des 
femmes parzni les membres da 
dub. «Elles representent environ 
20% de nos eff edits, precise 
Talat Malkawi. Mais aucune d’e- 
Ues n’a encore decroche de brevet 
pour voter en solo*. Ainsi de 
Dina Gaimoukha. Jeuoe ing- 
enieur electron] den, elle fut 1'une 
des toutes premieres k s’inscrire 
en 1988. Une demarche d'ailieurs 
pen aisde. «n nous taut phis de 


courage qu'aux homines pour 
pratiquer un sport adrien, tene- 
ment les pressions sodales sont 
fortes, assure-t-eiie. Quand j’ai 
commence, ma famille s' est dton- 
nde anon f&chde*. 

Malgrd I’engouement grandis- 
« mnt des Jordaniens et des dtran- 
gers pour le vol k voile, le CRW 
fait face it de sdrieux probldmes 
financiers. «Nous avons 8 
plane urs, depuis 1’ouverture du 
dub. Il taut les entretenir*, re- 
marque Talat Malkawi. En 1989, 
le CRW n’a ainsi pu dquitibrer 
ses comptes que grfice au coup de 
ponce financier de 1'Annde de 
l’air et de la Royal Jordanian, 
toutes deux membres du bureau 
directeur de Passodation. 

Autre difficultd. cPordre tech- 
nique ce lie-lit: un bout de del 
rdduit k un mouchoir de poche, 
espace adrien militaire oblige - 
D'oit Putilisation d’un tractage 
par cable au sol pour faire ddcol- 
ler les appareils. «Cest ample- 
ment suffisant*, estime Munqeth 
Mehyar. D’autres regrettent 
cependant d’avoir toujouis k se 
promener au-dessus des mSmes 
quartiers et fevent de cteer leur 
propre aerodrome. 

Alain Renon. 


Marche parifique 
en Jordanie 
en mai-jnin 


Les actears Gregory 
Peck, Vanessa Redgrave et 
Woody Allen partiriperont 
& one marche padfique 
Hans la vallde du Jourdain 
en mai-juin, out indiqite le 
week-end dernier & Amman 
les reprSsentants en Jorda- 
nie du Comit£ amdricano- 
arabe de latte contre la dis- 
crimination (ADC). Le 
docteur Mamdouh al-Abba- 
di, president de POrdre des 
mddecins jordaniens et 
membre de PADC, a prd- 
dsd qu’outre les trois com6- 
diens, 160 responsables de 
syndicate arabes devraient 
se m&ler aux quelques cen- 
tal nes de manifestants 
attendus. 

Toujouis selon Jui, le pre- 
mier ministre, Moudar Bad- 
rane a d’ores et ddjfi donnd 
son autorisation poor cette 
marche, qni permettra 
«d'attirer I ’attention de 
P opinion publique intern a- 
tionaJe sur la situation dans 
les territoires occupds par 
Israel*, a ajoutd le Dr al- 
Abbadi. 

Les manifestants 
emprunteront une route en 
direction du pont al-Hus- 
sein, principal point de pas- 
sage entre le royaume 
hachdmite et fa Cisjordanie. 
Long de SO mitres, il est 
controle k Pest par l'armie 
jordanienne et k Pouest par 
les troupes de Tsahal. 

Mamdouh al-Abbadi a 
enfin annonci que cette 
marche serait pr6c6d6e le 
12 mai d'un rassemblement 
k Amman, en protestation 
centre l’immigration mas- 
sive des joifs soviitiques 
vers PEtat hibreu. 


■FWSSEZ-MOI MON FRANCAIS 
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“Beit al-sha’r 


1-11 


Ave Egeria , 


J’ai envie, aujourd'hui, de te parler de la tente bddouine, 
qui est Pune des choses que j'aime le plus en Jordanie. Ten 
rappelles-tu? Elies devaient dtre beaucoup plus nom- 
breuses en ton temps. Ce ciel d’Orient, qui a vu la Tour de 
Babel et les Pyramides, domine la citd 6parpill6e des tentes 
no ires, les “maisons en poik” comme les appellent les 
Bedouins. 

La Tour de Babel a 6t£ le monument de la folie des 
homines, qui ont voulu d6fier la divinity et toucher le ciel. 
Betise incroyable, car en principe on peut toujours ajouter 
une rangde de pierres k une tour et arriver k toucher 
Pinfini, mais en pratique la construction trfes vite s’6croule 
misdrablement. Cette dichotomie pionge l'homme dans la 
folie. 

Les Pyramides sont, elles aussi, un ddfi de Phomme au 
ciel, mais d'une quality beaucoup plus subtile. Les Egyp- 
tiens, d'une part, avaient d€couvert Pinfini, l'dternite et la 
vitesse de la lumi&re. D’autre part. Us croyaient k la divinity 
de leur pharaon. Us construisirent done quelque chose qui, 
6tant donnde une base, ne peut avoir qu’une forme et une 
seule. 

Le point focal de la conception est done cette base. 
Comment lui donner une importance, qui l’gfcve au mfime 
niveau que Pinfini? Us donnent k ses cdt6s une fraction des 
mesures sorties de leur science. Que sais-je... La distance 
de la Lone au Soleil, la drconfgrence de ia Terre, et ainsi 
de suite. Us resolvent le probldme par une grande habilet6 
inteUectneUe, qui fait cohabiter deux r£alit£s inconcili- 
ibles: la divinitd du pharaon et la divinitd du Crdateur. 

Tour de Babel et Pyramides appartiennent k une 
:rchitecture du passd compldtement stdrile, qui a 6t€ 
ibandonnde car d’aucune utilitd pratique. Par contre, la 
tente bddouine est la creation d'bommes fibres, qui 
acceptent leur pauvre humanitd et construisent une maison 
pouvant leur donner un maximum de confbrt dans une 
rdatftd trds dure. 

La tente dpouse, par sa forme, le terrain sur lequei elle 
pose. Facile k ddplacer, selon les besoms du people qui 
i'habite, son ondulation dldgante et austdre ddfie le vent. 
Ses couleurs sont celles du ddsert, des dromadaires et des 
chdvres, de la lave et du sable. Elle a dtd perfectionnde au 
fil des sidcles, par des details imperceptibles, qui en font un 
chef-d'oeuvre de Parchitecture. 

Ne crois surtout pas que les Bddouins la posent 
n'importe oh. On tient compte des saisons et des 6I6ments. 
Elle offre un refiige tidde et confbrtable en hiver, et P6t6, 
sous la tente, n'est jamais torride. Le soir, ses occupants 
bavardent en regardant le riel et la terre. Us sont eo 
communication avec ia nature, le cosmos. Os savent quand 
il y aura une temp£te de sable et peuvent suivre les traces 
des animaux et des hommes. Cest une humanity autre, qui 
use du consumisme sans en devenir Pesdave. Elle ne ddfie 
pas Pinfini: elle accepte la terre, mdme une paitie des plus 
pauvres et arides de notre plandte. 

Me voild avec mes habitudes et ma culture “tivilisle", 
prfes d'hommes qui sont consid£r£s comme “primitifs". Qui 
de nous survivrait k une guerre catastrophique? Laiss6e 
seule, sans £iectririt£, sans sendees, dans mon ignorance 
totale de ce qui m’entoure, je serais vite an6antie dans la 
ctechdance et Pabrutissemeiit le phis abject. Le Bddouin, 
lui, maigre, fier et austere, ne ferait que d6placer sa tente 
et serait pareil' k lui-mfime. 

Je vouches avoir le courage de tout quitter pour me faire 
accueillir par une tribu de nomades, dans leur “beit 
al-sha'r”. Personne ne peut m’empficher de rever, n’est-ce 
pas?! Vale Egeria! 


Voler entre 3.000 et 5.500 km/h 

Un Super Concorde a 
Thorizon 

Concorde vieillit doucement, transportant qnoti- 
diennement les passagers d’Air France au-dessus de 
I’Atlantique k quelque 2.200 km/h. Ses constructeurs se 
pr^occupent aqjourd’hui de loi donner un successeur. 


Le supenonique Concorde a 
un avenir. En tdmoignent les 
quelque 14 millions de francs 
(environ 2,5 millions de dollars) 
que le ministdre frangais de la 
Recherche et de la Technologie 
vient de donner k 1' Aerospatiale 
et a la SNECMA, prinripaux 
constructeurs a<§ronautiques du 
pays, pour qu’ils affinent leur 
conception de son successeur. Un 
Super Concorde, qui, pour I'in- 
stant, n’a pas encore quitfe le 
stade des planches k dessin et des 
simulations par ordinateur. 

Et pour cause: avant de crier 
victoire. les chercheurs doivent 
en effet arriver & mai (riser les 
redoutables contraintes qui pd- 
sent sur le futur supersonique. Et 
d’abord la dialeur. A 2.200 k/h 
(Mach 2), la surface exferieure du 
Concorde atteint dfiji les 130 
degfes centi grades. Le nouvel 
appareil devant voler i plus de 
3.(X)0 k/h, il leur faut mettre au 


jets. Le premier a 6t6 baptis6 
“avion de transport supersonique 
du futur" (ATSF). D4riv6 du 
Concorde, il pourrait emporter 
200 person nes k 3.000 k/h, k 
20.000 mitres d’altitudes, sur des 
distances de 10.000 kilometres. 

Rapporfe au n ombre de places 
disponibles, son coQt d'exploita- 
tion serait inferieur de 55% k 
celui de son pfedecesseur. Son 
prix de vente s’Slfcverait a 1,5 
milliard de francs (plus de 250 
millions de dollars), so it le double 
d’uu Boeing 747, le plus grand 
avion commercial. L’ATSF pour- 
rait entrer en service entre 2010 
et 2015. 

Le deuxfcme projet est can<- 
ment futuriste. “L’ Avion k 
grande vitesse” (AGV) transpor- 
teiait, vers I’an 2029, jusqu’a 1 50 
passagers k Mach 5, soit 5.500 
km/h sur des distances de 12.000 
kilometres, k 30.000 metres d’al- 
titude. Son prix est actuellement 



point des aDiages de m6taux et 
des maferiaux composites cap- 
ables de r6sister k des tempera- 
tures comprises entre 250 et... 
700 degr£s! 

11 est indispensable, d’autie 
part, de limiter les nuisances so- 
nores du Super Concorde. Il faut 
done arriver k rfiduire 1' injection 
de gaz au d£col1age sans ralentir 
la vitesse de 1’avion. Autre 
gageore: la surpression de 1’air 
par le supersonique provoque le 
c£l£bre et d&agfeable “bang” 
dans un couloir de 100 km de 
large sous sa trajectoire. Les ing- 
6nieors s’efforcem de le contenir 
en redessinant le nez et les ailes 
de I’appareil pour lui permettre le 
survol des terres a grande vitesse. 

Forte de l'exp6rience du Con- 
corde, qu'elle a congu et qui 
depuis 1976 a transports plus de 
2,5 millions de passagers, 
1’ Aerospatiale etudie deux pro- 


incalculable... ou inavouable, car 
il n6cessiterait des maferiaux et 
des moteurs proches de ceux des 
fusses spatiales. 

L’ATSF sembie, pour I 'heure, 
le projet le plus nSaliste. D'aotant 
que les Americains Boeing et 
McDonnell Douglas, le Britan ni- 
que British Aerospace, 1’Alle- 
mand MBB. ainsi que le Japonais 
Mitsubishi creusent eux aussi le 
problems. D’ailieurs, les prind- 
paux constructeurs mondiaux 
n’aoront vraisemblablement pas 
d’autre choix que de s’assoder. 

Les cofits de d£veloppement du 
Super Concorde s'aimoncent en 
effet astronomiques. Sans 
cooperation mtemationale, il est 
peu probable que Paris se re- 
trouve un jour k quatre ou cinq 
heures de voi... de Paris. 

Alain Faujas. 



CCF 

Guitry, le fantaisiste 


D est beaucoup question 
d'histoire en avril dans les 
pn^rammes du centre culturel 
frangais. Le cio&na n’est pas 
en reste, puisque e’est un cyde 
Sacha Guitry qui nous est 
propose. 

Auteur, acteur et r£ali- 
sateur, Sacha Guitry a jalonn6 
son immense production de 
petites htstoires, d’anecdotes 
et de bo ns mots. Il les attri- 
buait volontiers aux grands 
personnages historiques. Mais 
Qs naissaient le plus sonvent de 
sa fantaisie et de sa m6galo- 
raanie. 

Sacha Guitry a joo6 avec 
l’histoire pour en faire un 
spectacle brillant et drfile, truf- 
f6 de dins d’ceil, mais aussi 
parfois pompeux et pesant, par 
exc^s de pTCdosite. «Le cine- 
ma est one lanteme magique. 
Ne devraient pas en fitre ex- 
dues I’ironie et la grace*, 
aimait-il k dire. 

Avec “Si Versailles m’6tait 
conte", realise en 1953, Sacha 
Guitry s'en do one k cceur joie: 
il fait defiler rien moins que 83 
vedettes dans one succession 
de scenettes, qui raoontent la 
vie it la cour de Louis XTV, 
puis sous la Revolution de 
1789. La sequence au cours de 
iaquelle la chanteuse Edith 
Piaf entonne le “Qa ira, ga ira” 
sur les grilles du Palais est 
d’aflleuis restde trfes ceifibre. 

A sa sortie, le film est r6p- 
rouve par la critique unanime. 


qui denonce copieusement 
raccumuiatkm d’erreurs his- 
toriques. L’accuse rfipond par 
des pirouettes, comme pen- 
dant le touniage. Le conser- 
vateur de Versailles re marque: 
«Ce n’est pas dans les combles 
mais an rez-de-chanss£e de 
l’aile droite du chfiteau, que 
Louis XIV avait exile la Mon- 
tespan, sa nuutressel* Et Guit- 
ry de retorquer: «Le roi Loub 
XIV n’avait-3 pas assez <Tin- 
dependance pour revenir sur 
une decision qu’il avait prise la 
veille?* 

Nul doute que le r6alisateur 
et ecrivain frangais, lui, 
n’epargne pas son independ- 
ance. Il J’exerce mfime avec 
jubilation dans des reparties si 
spirituelles, qu’elles assurent 
sa renommee. Lorsqu’U ne 
verse pas dans la fantaisie his- 
tori que, Sacha Guitry epingle 
la bourgeoisie parisienne et les 
femmes. Deux dries, qui ont 
inspire la majeure paitie des 
120 pieces de tb£&tre qu’il a 
ecrites. crises en scene et inter- 
pret £es. 

Sacha Guitry est mort en 
1957, k l’fige de 72 ans. H reste 
I’un des emblfcroes de la causti- 
dte, de la predosite et de ia 
fantaisie, qui marquerent l’es- 
prit du debut du siede. Un 
esprit, qu’il rdsumait k sa 
fagon: «Redouter I’ironie, e’est 
craindre la raison*. 

F. M. 


CONFERENCES 


Urbanisme. Professeur de ^ographie k l’uniyersite de Tours et 
directeur du Laboratoire Urbanisation du Monde Arabe (URBA- 
MA), le cbercheur frangais Pierre Signoles partidpe k un seminaire 
de recherche organise par le Centre (Tetudes et de recherches sur le 
Moyen-Orient contemporain (CERMOC) k Amman, sur le theme 
des “armatures orbaines dans le moade arabe”. 

do CERMOC, aanB 3 nrB k 17M6 (tft 641769) et atfre 
i wii m H fraagais, mercredi 4 k 29U8 (a ftangalsV. 


EXPOSITIONS 


Pefriture. LaFondation Shoman presente les oeuvres de sept 
peintres irakiens: Shaker Hassan al-Sa’id; Sa lim al-Dabagh; Rafi’ 
al-Nassiri; Sa’adi al-Ka’bi; Ali Taleb; Mohammad Mahradm et 
Ismail Fatah. 

Co*e colturel et sdentOqae de la Fondatioa Sbaann (Sfandsani), Joqa’an 4 
awA L'ejpeMoB eat aoverte toes kf Jours, saaf le vendredi, de 10696 k 
17M0. Entree tBire. 

Pemtnre. Le peintre palestinien Ahmad Nawash expose une 
vingtame de toQes au centre culture! frangais. Dorieur de l’exfl. 

CCF, Jnqu’aa 8 «vrfl- Entrte Hire. 

Pemtnre. N6 k Jerusalem en 1954, Esam Tantawi fait paitie des 
artistes les plus en vue en Jordanie. D signe one oeuvre originate, 
Iaquelle se mfilent k 1’inspiration ses experiences de graphiste et 
de photographe. 

Gakrk d’art ABa (prenler cerde, Pjebd Ann), de MB i 13h38 et de 
ISkOOk 18tm. Denttriem. Entrke Bin. TA €3f3U3. 


“Si Vcnai&es m’etrit coo te”, 
de Sacha Guitry, avec Sadia 
Guitry, Jean- Pierre Atnsoot. 
Orson Welles, Gaby Morlay, 
Edith Piaf... (1953). Premier film 
colorfi de Sadia Guitry pour une 
fresque qui raconte la vie Ver- 
sailles sous Loris XIV puis sous 
la Revolution. 

Catre odtati hnfi 2 avrB 

_ j (soa*-4Br4 en *r*be). EnW e 
Cyde Gnitrj (voir FOCUS). 

CiD^-clnb. Durant le mois de 
Ramadan: un seul long metrage 
quotidien a 20h30. Au program- 
me de cette semaine: sept com- 
edies britanniques. 

Dimancbe ler avril: "Carry on up 
in the iungie". de Gerald Thomas, 
avec Bob Monkhouse. Kenneth Wil- 
liams et Sherley Eaton (1967). Tar- 
zan. vu sous un autre angle. Moins 
heroique et tellcment plus malad- 
roit... 

Lundi 2: "Time Bandits", de Terry 
Gilliam, avec les Monty Python et 
Sean Connery (1982). Imaginez un 
gamin, dteouvrant un passage cap- 
able de le mener dans le passes. 
Ajoutez une bande de malfrats. qui 
s’y engouffre avec lui el derobant ce 
qu'elle peut a etiaque peri ode qu'elle 
traverse. Butin et film cocasses 
assufe. 

Mardi 3: "O. Lucky Man", de 
Lindsay Anderson, avec Mateom Me 
Dowel. Arthur Lowe et Ralph 
Richardson (1973). L’odyssee d‘un 
bom me d’affaires aux dents longues, 
qui apfes une carri&rc dc financier 
sans scrupule se sent pousscr des ailes 
d'ange. P£rip6lies d’une tentative de 
redemption. 

Mercredi 4: "The Four Mus- 
keteers". de Richard Lester, avec 
Michael York. Oliver Reed. Richard 
Chamberlain. Raqucl Welsh et Faye 
Dunaway (J974J. Une distribution 
epoustooflante pour la demierc 
bataille que les quatre mousquetaires 
decident dc livrer au vilain Roche- 
fort. 

Jeodi 5: “Carry on Cowboy", dc 
Gerald Thomas, avec Bob Monk- 
house. William Hartnell el Kenneth 
Williams (1958). Western mi- 
spaghetti mi-tarte h la creme. Une 
recettc. a tester. 

Vendredi.6: "Monty Python and the 
Holy Graii’Vde Terry Gilliam, avec 
Terry Gilliam. Graham Chapman et 
John Cleese (1975). Quand le roi 
Arthur et les chevaliers de la Table 
Ronde se metlent en tele dc con- 
quCrir le Sucre GrasL Anacbrunisme 
et humour noir. De iris bo ns gags. 

Samedi 7: “Meanin of Life", de 
Teny Gilliam, avec les Monty Python 
( 1983). La me me 6quipe. se laissant 
ailer a Thumour philosophique. La 
pente est savonnite et les Monty 
Python sont lourds... 

Films en version original*. Route de 
I'onmniU dc Jordanie, p rem te re i 
droite aprks ITidtel Jerusalem pais 
premMre k gauche. 


DIMANCBE 


l 7 bS$ - Des CSif&es et des Let- 
tres: jeu. . 

iai5 - L’EcoJe des Fans, cans- 
sion pour tes jeoaes, anintee par 
Jacques Martin. Invite: Frangots 
Val6ry. 

19(100 - Le Journal. 

IMIS - Aujounfbri en France: 
ma gazin e culturel. 

LUNDI 

17h30 - “Une Mire de trop" 
(film): 

j9t*O0 - Le Journal. 

19hl5 - Magazine sportif hebdo- 
madaire. 

MARDI 

18hl0 - Des Chiffres et des Let- 
tres: jeu. 

X8&30 • Sancd Vision; 
documentaire medical, consacrf 
ppff#? semaine k la rougeole. 
t9bM - Le Journal. 

15US - Aujourd’hui en Jordanie: 
ma gazin e local riahsi et prisenti 
par Saleh Madi. 

MERCREDI 

38hlO • La Valise en Carton, ou 
rhistoire roman c^e de La chan- 
teuse tTorigme portugaise Linda 
de Suza. 

19h00 - Le Journal. 

19hJ5 - Brfilures: documentaire 
sur tes sotns d’urgence 

JEUDI 

18hl0 - Des Ctaffres et (tes Let- 
ties: jeu. 

18h30 - La Chance aux Chansons: 
6missiou de variitis frangsises. 
19bD0 - Le Journal. 

39fal5 - Science la Une: 
documentaire. 

VENDRSH 


17h30 - “Les Camsards”, de 
Rend Alliot. avec Philippe 
Ctevcnot et G. Debary. Au mo- 
ment de la revocation dc i'Edzt dc 
Nantes jar Louis XtV. 

19h00 - Le Journal. 

19U5 - Portraits: documentaire 
sur tes femmes dans te mondc du 
travafl. Cette semaine: les male- 
iasstexes. 

SAMEDI 

18h00 - Cousteau ^ la re- 
decouverte du monde: 
documentaire. 

19MI0 - Le Journal. 

19hl5 - Sauvage et Beau: 
documentaire^ 



Mots crois£s 
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Horfaont&lemeat. 

Is Elks 8ervent ft faire le cafe. 2: Ss 
borden t les vfitements. 3: induaf 
ou esdusif; cane mmuesse. 4: 
grosses axmtres. & fesster, Jettre 
grecque. (e infinitif; negation. 7: 
change de voix... ou de peau; 
proaom persoond ind6fiui; on le 
qnalifie parfois d'indien. 8: enlac- 
er. 9: isotee. 10: esuyfa; i’un des 
points cardmaux. 

(Soiodoa la semaine proebakte) 


'Vertfcriemeiit. 

A: ffliritation. B: preposition; 
note. C:limhcs, D: Writer, frame 
d'fetre. E: pnmom personnel; arti- 
cle ind£fim; rivtere du bassin pari- 
aeu. F: hsbitantes de h Botte. G: 
alter en justice; reste k payer. H: 
composent le squeiette; d’autant 
phis pfedeuse qu’eUe est rare, h 
cborie; pour tes chiens. J: anoeo- 
ne unite de mesure; fait la liaison. 


Solution de h > grille N. 3: 


BurJamtriemenL 

1: amuse me nts. 2: Pan; N6 r». 3: 
prises; he. 4: Anvers. S: ted; v6- 
gtie. 6s rues; ret. 7 : tes) late. 8: 
ithtereire. 9: ton; tees. ment; 
es. 


VerticatetnenL 

A: apparition. B: Maine; CL C: 
amv o n ite . Ih sc; non. E: finne- 
'aeaL F; messes. Gs er, fate. Hi 
noiseraies. E TNT; taire, J: 6t4- 
tdes. 


LE SAVIEZ-VOUS ? 


S AUV ET AGE- Le Foods mondial pour la nature (WWF) envisage 
la creation dans les deux ans k venir d’un centre de reproduction des 
espfeces rarcs ou consid&fees comme disparues de la faune sahdliea- 
ne. Le pare pourrait fitre install^ au Niger, auquel te projet sera 
scraxnis en octobre prochain. Parmi les animaux concerttes figment 
tes oryx et les addax, pratique ment introuvabtes dans cette tegion 
depuis les anodes 1960 k cause de la chasse ou de la conqufite de 
primages. Des couples seroot fournis par des zoos antericains et 
europdens. 

HECATOMBE. Cmqnante hurt mific cinq cents Sovfctiques ont 
trouvd la mort dans des accidents de la route en 1989 el trois cent 
quarante six mflte an tres ont dtd Uessds, ont indiqud les Izvestia il y a 
un peu plus d’une semaine k Moscou. Selon te quotidien dn 
gouvemement, le nombre des tads a augments I’an dernier de 23,9% 
par rapport k 1988. 

JOUER DU SIDA. Les dcohers et les lycdeos de Copenhague. figds 
de plus de 14 ans, peuvent depuis te 22 mars jouer en dasse au “jeu 
du skla” afin d’apprendre k mieux connaStre cette maladic, ses 
consdquences dramatiques et surtout les moyens de s'en prdrvenir. 
Invente par quatre institn tears, ce nouveau jeu a dtd distribud 
gratnitement aux quelque 60 dcoles et lycdes de la capitate daiKMse. D 
est dgalement vendu k prix cofitant aux autres dtabtissements du 
pays. Avec 549 cas de sida, dont 307 ddcfcs, enregistrds en fdvrier 
(terrier, le Danesnaik arrive au quatrifemc rang des pays europfcns 
les plus toudtes par le virus (proportioimellement au nombre 
(Thabrtants), demdre la France, la Suisse et 1’Espagne. 


ProbKne N. 4: 


.. W ™ 

a qa vm SQs, 

- ss V 

]m o m 




Lea fafaua 


So hrt ion dn probtt m c N. 3: 
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The far side of the bridge 


By Dr. Nancy S. Pyle 
■ TMs is die Best of a two-part artfcfe 

My three days on the West Bank were a barrage of 
impressions, emotions, conversations, mental images. 
Thrau|#x>ut the intense chaos of my visit, i tried to make 
notes on scraps of paper, then stuffed randomly in my 
luggage. Regrettably, there was no time to write white l was 
there. But perhaps my notes will make more sense after a 
few days of reflection. To chronicle my every move would 
make terribly boring reading. What follows are a series of 
notes based on information and impressions I was able to 
Collect I preface all these remarks by making very clear the 
comments that follow reflect only the experience of one 
individual. 1 tried to get at least one additional confirmation 
of each story before including it here. 1 studiously avoided 
meeting with any political leaders. I wanted to listen to 


ordinary people trying to go 
activity of everyday life. I re< 
Gaza and Nablus, nor did I hi 
to Jewish Israelis. Obviously, 
not be my last. 

WHEN I instructed the driver 
from the Inter Continental 
Hotel in Amman to take me to 
the AHenby Bridge, he politely 
replied, “No, Madam, I will 
chive you to tbe King Hussein 
Bridge.” Perhaps jnst a small 
matter of semantics, but a tefl- 
ing detail for what lay ahead. 

For aS the time I have spent 
in tbe Middle East, for aO the 
courses I have taken and 
taught on Islamic art and 
architecture, it was increcBbte 
to reafise I was finally heading 
to Jerusalem. It was a pilgrim- 
age of sods — historically, 
intellectually , and emotionally . 
For too tong 1 had known 
Jerusalem and the West Bank 
only through the eyes of 
others. Now I was going to see 
it for myself. 

The one hour drive into the 
Jordan Valley took me from 
the modern landscape and 
crisp weather of Amman, 
down mto a timeless scene 
awakening to the early signs of 
spring. But nomadic tent eo- 
dams and ptendring groups 
* dong streams dwindled as we 
approached foe Jordan River 
crossing paint A no man’s 
land of m i li t a r y installations 
and multiple check points 
announced the bridge must be 
near. 

And suddenly we pulled up 
next to a mull shack and 
several Jraendly Jordanian 
military types emerged to in- 
spect my papers. : 

Thanks to friends in ‘the 
office of Crown Prince back in 
Amman, I had secured foe 
precious official document that 
would allow me to enter Israel 
and later cross back into Jor- 
dan. Normally, traffic is only 
one way. My driver departed, 
the Jordanian soldier returned 
my passport, warning I' 
wouldn’t be allowed to return 
tf I e«me back with any Israeli 
/ stamps on my papers, and 
waved me off with a anile. A 
Jordanian porter appeared our 


about the natural patterns of 
jret there was no time to visit 
ave many opportunities to talk 
this was only a first visit. It will 


of nowhere and grabbed my 
two duffle bags (having wisely 
left my large suitcase back in 
Amman) and quickly carried 
-them to the middle of the 
bridge where he dropped than 
tike hot potatoes. Miraculous- 
ly, his Israeli counterpart was 
there in a second to pick than 
up and cany them to foe other 
side. The distance is short, but 
the psychological impact was 
overwhelming. An Israeli sol- 
dier met me and demanded 
my passport WhOe crossing 
foe bridge, I had tried surrepti- 
tiously to hide my regnlar piss- 
port with the visas of various 
Arab states and pull out my 
brand new second passport, 
valid only for Israel (and South 
Africa). It looked so new I 
think the Israelis were highly 
suspicious. Many officiate were 
called in to inspect it before I 
was given permission to wait 
for the shuffle bus. 


Guns and aetai ddedoro 


~No one walks into Israel. 
With ter ri fy in g guns aimed 
down on you from military 
outposts, you are shuffled to 
tbe immigration processing 
centre. Traffic was limi ted on 
this winter morning. Trundling 
into Jordan were tracks laden 
with oranges and stone slabs. 
Heading in the other direction, 
we were only four — an Indian 
now working in London, a 
couple from Madrid, and me. 
Palestinian* living m Jordan 
and wishing to visit their fami- 
lies on foe West Bank had 
crossed over much earlier, 
knowing full well that it would 
take most of foe day to dear 
Israeli immigration- Our shut- 
tle dropped us at tbe Tourist 
Hall (as opposed to the Arab 
Hall). We were treated in such 
a hostile manner that I cannot 
imagine what foe Arabs were 
experiencing. As we exited foe 


bus, nar luggage, indwHng my 

prase, was grabbed am! pot cm 
a troBey. A metal tag with a 
number was our receipt. We 
were showed mto a hall to go 
through a metal detector. It 
was not a pleasant feeling to 
see my purse with all my 
money, other passport, and file 
of West Bank contacts go in 
the opposite direction. The 
four of us huddled together, 
nnconstiously adopting an “us 
against them” mentality, the 
Indian had come over before 
so he was our chief strategist 
No Israeli guards spoke Span- 
ish, so I became the translator 
for the terrified Spanish cou- 
ple- We collectively reseated 
the treatment which we could 
only assume was hostile simply 
because we had come from 
Jordan. However, one customs 
officer did bis best to help us, 
explaining the routine and 
frying to introduce some 
reason to the whole process. 
But it is foe security border 
guards who mo the show and 
who are most intimidating. 
They were going through abso- 
lutely everything in every- 
body’s luggage ahead of me in 
fine. They absolutely freaked 
out over my laptop p.c. The 
.security chap, young, arrogant 
and brash, ordered me to take 
foe whole thing apart im- 
mediately. I tried to reason 
with him, turning it on to prove 
it wasn't a bomb, explaining it 
worked by recharging and 
showing my adapter, etc. The 

acrrimmrirtariwfl airinmn man 

suggested to tire security fellow 
that he put it through an X- 
Ray. Not one mind you, he ran- 
it through over tea times. By 
now I was really fuming. 
Friends in Amman had warned 
me I shouldn't bring it, but I 
conducted no one had foe right 
to deny me foe e quipm e n t 
necessary to do my work. No 
where ebe in the world had I 
ever encountered such hostil- 
ity. By now the entire customs 
hall was watching the scene. 
More and more, people joined 
my side, ganging up against foe 
young sokfier. He was explod- 
ing with fray, yelling at me that 
no co m p ute r could ever enter 
Israel without first being dis- 
assembled . I just stared at him 
and refused. It became a baffle 
of two very stubborn people 
and I suspected I would win. 
How could he possibly justify 
his actions to a superior? And I 
was right... bat be is my enemy 
for life because I forced him to 
bade down and lose face in 
front of an enormous crowd of 
people. 

At last, my computer and I 
entered Israel. But not before 
having to pay an entry tax. Tbe 
only positive note was that foe 
security guard was so furious 
with me after his inciden t , that 
be wanted to get me out of 
there as fast as possible. He 


didn’t even bother to go 
through the rest of my staff. 

Feetiaghitfaeafr 

I tried to regain my compo^ 
sure during the one hour ride 
to Jerusalem. None of my 
Palestinian university hosts 
bad been able to get permis- 
sion to meet at the bridge, so I 
took a combination of bos and 
taxi jnst like aU the Arab visi- 
tors. Yon could feel it in the 
air, this bowfing of having sur- 
vived foe first round and ready 
and waiting for the next harass- 
ment. I came soon enough with 
the first of many check points 
and passport controls. It was 
beginning to dawn on me what 
it felt like not to have the basic 
right of freedom of travel. 

The trip through Jericho and 
over the hilb to Jerusalem was 
breathtaking. One can easily 
appreciate why so many want 
to claim this magnificent city as 
their own. Steeped in history, 
Jersualem somd* proudly on 
the hillside, welcoming pil- 
grims from all over the world, 
from Chris tianity , Judaism and 
Islam. The magnitude of their 
conflicting claims was jnst be- 
ginning to hit me. I ottered in 
awe, hoping I would be able to. 
keep a dear mind and an 
observant eye on foe events 
and conversations of the days 
ahead. 

The bus dropped us at what 
appeared to be some random 
point on tbe eastern outskirts 
of the city . I set off by foot with 
my bags in tow, iD-advised that 
my hotel was within easy walk- 
ing distance. In the midday 
bustle of East Jerusalem I was 
approached by money chan- 
gen and hawkers of all descrip- 
tion. There are no physical 
markers for where East meets 
West, but even the first time 
visitor can soon sense where 
that invisible firm is drawn. I 
knew my hotel was in the East 
and nfosed my steps were 
taking me toward the West. At 
last I gave up and found a taxi 
which took me to the Amer- 
ican Colony HoteL 

The hotel is a fiffle gem, an 
oasis of calm and digni ty in an 
otherwise tortured landscape. 
Upon entering the stone 
floored lobby, you step back in 
time to an era when inhabi- 
tants were able to find a note 
of harmony in their daily exist- 
ence. One meets no tourists at 
the American Colony. It is the 
hangout of journalists, Euro- 
pean delegations, intellectuals 
and Palestinian policymakers. 
I longed for a scorecard to 
identify all the fascinating per- 
sonalities doing business in the 
lobby. But soon, I felt wel- 
comed and became an actor in 
the drama being played out 


each day. This was the hob of 
the West Bank. 


Tbe candy dish 

The director of the Makas- 
sed Hospital, the best Islamic 
medical facility on tbe West' 
Bant, is a Missouri-trained 
urologist. Dr. Farouk Hussein 
Abdul Rahim imp ressed me as 
a man of unlimited compassion 
and rigorous training. Despite 
limited resources, the hospital 
opens its doors to any patient 
and offers a 200-bed farifity 
with world class staff and 
somewhat less impressive 
equipment- The place was im- 
maculate, fo$ doctors taking 
extraordinary risks to be true 
to their (rippocrafic oath. They 
were often called to the hospit- 
al for an emergency, knowing 
foil well that they didn't have 
permission to travel and would 
have to take foe chance of 
being arrested at a random 
check point No one ever hesit- 
ates when tbe emergency call 
comes through- 

A few of my most vivid 
memories from tbe hospital: 
Dr. Abdul Rahim keeps a co- 
vered candy dish on his desk in 
which be saves the plastic bul- 
lets, camouflaging 15 grammes 
of metal each, that are re- 
moved from patients less than 
16 years of age. He was in the 
process of filling him third 
dish... In the intensive care 
ward I met a young girl jnst 
nine years old. Her leg had 
been blown off by a bomb and 
she was a waiting the fitting of a 
prosthesis. Her dignity was 
overpowering, her crime was 
that she was walking home 
from school at an inanspidous 
moment... 

. Lunch in the staff cafeteria 
was a rushed affair, not more 
than ten minutes. As one doc- 
’tor remarked, "There is just 
too much to be done, well 
have a leisurely meal when our 
people are free.” 

The toughest moment of my 
visit was a conversation with 
two teenage boys who had 
been a tt acked by Israeli secur- 
ity forces and then taken to 
Israeli hospitals for care. Their 
families eventually realised 
they would die if left, where 
they were and finally arranged 
- a transfer to Makassed three 
days fatter. What kind of hos- 
pital care allows a patient to 
stfll have part of their brain 
protruding from a head 
wound, and the other such a 
deep infection in a leg wound 
that foe Palestinian doctors 
had to amputate it? 


Dr. Nancy S. Pyle is associate 
director of foe Harvard Institute 
for International Development. 
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Whitbread 89 - surf with the post 


By Sytvaine Locks 


THE POST OFFICE, which is 
one of the most important in-* 
stitutions in France with its 
300,000 employees, has recent- 
ly become involved in an ori- 
ginal operation. On the initia- 
tive of one of its employees, 
Daniel Molte, it is taking part 
in one of the toughest races in 
the world, the Whitbread race, 
with a boat it has sponsored. 

The Whitbread, created by 
the Royal Naval Sailing Asso- 
ciation (RNSA) is a race 
around the world with stopov- 
ers and a compulsory trip 
around the three capes: the 
Cape of Good Hope, Cape 
Leeuwin in Australia, and the 
most famous of all. Cape 
Horn. 

The Whitbread race has 
taken {dace every year since 
1973. A few French sailors 
distinguished themselves is if. 
Engine Rigoidel who won the 
Cape Horn stretch of tbe race 
in 1981, Lionel P6an with 
**L' Esprit d'Equipe", and 
Alain Gabbay who won the 
second stage in 1977 with his 
“Rotten Yellow Wreck” ( 41 33 
Export”). 

The Whitbread is a highly 
prestigious and very hard race. 
There were three daubs in the 
first edition in 1973. The stages 
are long: more than 11,200 
kilometres in foe “Roaring 
Forties” separate Punta del 
-Este (in Uruguay) from Fre- 
mantle (in Australia) and the 
competitors are serious. 

In addition to the other 
French participants, Alain 
Gabbay on “Charles Jour- 
dan”, and Patrick Tabarly on 
“Esprit de libcrtd", this year, 
“La Poste” has to take on the 
Swiss Pierre Fchhnaun on 
“Merit”, the New-Zealander 
Peter Blake on “Stemlager” 
and a Soviet crew on “Golden 


Fleece”, sponsored by Pepsi- 
Cola. Tracy Edwards, a tiny 
woman cook on “Atlantique 
Privateer” in the 85-86 edition 
of the race, this time plays 
skipper to an exclusively 
female crew with a boat called 
“Maiden of Great Britain.” 

Daniel Malte is the captain 
of foe “La Poste” boat. He 
joined tbe Post-Office, when in 
fact, be wanted to be a naval 
officer. He has always 
dreamed of “going on the wa- 
ter”. His father was transfer- 
red to Vannes. “When I was 
11, 1 acted as ship's boy pn the 
green boats in the Morbihan 
Gulf. What did the boat matter 
to me? I was on the water, with 
sailors.” 

In 1976, he was transferred 
to Nantes. He quickly became 
captain of the Post- Office 
Sports Association’s (ASPTT)’ 
boat. “When at times, I re- 
turned to the sorting machine, 
I had lost the rhythm, but I 
gave my colleagues something 
to dream about. Three years 
later, I was seconded foil 
time.” 

From regatta to regatta, he 
made a name for hims elf and, 
in 1984, won. a victory, the 
Trade Winds Race. But he was 
obsessed by one thing: to sail 
around die world and go round 
Cape' Horn. He had to con- 
vince a boat-builder to gain the 
interest of his superiors at tbe 
Post-Office. 

In July 1987, be had man- 
aged with the B6n6teau ship- 
builders. “LA Poste”, a five- 
metre racing version of “First- 
51”, designed by German 
Frers (the architect of the great 
sailors in the Admiral’s Cup, 
and of “Flyer”, winner of the 
Whitbread race in 1982) was 
built in Saint-Hilaire de Riez. 
Five metres is not very big for 
eight men on board for six 
months. “Steinlager” is eight 
metres long. The race is all foe 


harder for a small, necessarily 
slower boat. When they saw 
land, they repaired their boat 
and took off again. Barely time 
to breathe. 

The Post Office allowed it- 
self to be persuaded. It is the 
third largest public institution 
after the French Electricity 
Generating Board (EDF) and 
France Telecom, with a tur- 
nover of 63.7 billion francs in 
1988. It stands among tbe top 
15 French firms. What could 
be better promotion than the 
crew sailing around die world, 
for a publicity campaign based 
on dynamism and innovation? 
“Get ahead with the Post 
Office!” And what a fine 
opportunity to seal the morale 
of the troops! For foe eight 
members of the crew were all 
post-office workers. 

Human qualities counted 
more in the selection than real 
competence. 370 keen appli- 
cants presented themselves, in- 
cluding 30 women. Jean- 
Michel Foxonet, for instance, 
was put in charge of trimming 
the sails,- Jean-Michel, the 
rugby-player, had not set foot 
on a boat since he capsized in 
Sftte, and that was a few years a 
ago. 

“I want guys who are able 
to surpass themselves for tbe 
group... I want them to think 
of all those who would have 
liked to come, as I do, and of 
the 300,000 post-office workers 
who must be proud of us.” 
“Force 8”, an in-house maga- 
zine was created for “La 
Poste”. 

Over 1,200 post-office work- 
ers went to Southampton to 
see their team off. “Put ten 
Englishmen in a boat and you 
have a crew. Put ten French- 
men in a boat and you have ten 
Frenchmen,” ah old saying 
goes. But what about ten post- 
office workers? — L’Actualite 
en France 


In Calcutta, some call him God 


By Pnttflc Kanjflal 

CALCUTTA — Doctor Jack. 
That's how be is known to tire 
poor of Calcutta. They also refer 
to him as God. But Dr. -Jack 
Preger, 59, mailing fy disowns Ms 
. godhood. "His (West Bengal) is 
‘. a Marxist state,” he says, tongue 
firefly in cheek. “And these peo- 
‘ pie probably cant find anyone 
' che to worship.” 

.* But Jade, as he likes to be 
called, has certainly made himself 
worthy of worship. His list of 
patients runs to 18,000 and whole 
fmffies may be inducted under a 
tingle name, pndm^g foe number 
ip to a possible 60,000. Most are 
' beggars, tramps, landless 
praianta or pavement 1 dwellers, 
foe poorest of the poor. Preger 
gives them free treatment, food 
nd dodting and often pays their 
. bwd expenses to foe clinic and 
even their rent. For the past 15 
in this city of Mother 
Itausa, be has been the patron 
-*■ tout of the denied and the efis- 
PteKssed, his two roadside di- 
■iet an alternative to the Nobel 
taeafe’s homes for foe dying 


j But udike Mother Theresa, he 
v. * fotie known outside Calcutta, 
- * even in Calcutta. His own 
^ votk, as he puts it, is only a tmy 
' drop fa tfijj vast city’s ocean of 
poverty and, until recently, his 
bb& rfinff functioned from foe 
PWtowat on Middleton Row, a 
, -fcdet, ^frequented street in 
' downtown Calcutta. But word 
spread quickly among the desper- 
" *My poor. Patients come to Mm 
* from as far away as foe Sunder- 
\ . hans, a dense, tiger-infested 
: located where foe Hbogfaly 

empties into foe Bay of 
SeagaL “Some of them take two 
' days to reach Calcutta from 
fowe," said Preger, “even if it is 
atSstaaoe of only 50 antes, be- 
^ muse dow country boats on foe 
riven crisscrossing tbe forest are 
I foe emty modes of transports.** 
The majority of Preger** 


of them on three- or six-month 
visas. The permanent staff in- 
cludes two Incfian doctors, one 
none and 16 woman who sew 
dothing for tbe patients. But 
without the 15-odd volunteers the 
dimes would never have sur- 
vived, says Preger. Some of them 
are trained nurses, tike Adrienne 
Timmermans from Holland, 
while others have no mefocal 
experience at alL Lais Thomas- 
sen, a Swede, is a graphic printer 
who has now become adept at 
applying and chairing surgical 
dressings, while Marcia Wallace, 
an untrained volunteer from Eng- 
land, has become the organisa- 
tion's bookkeeper. 

The volunteers learn or Pre- 
gar’s clinics often by chance. Tim- 
mermans, for instance, was visit- 
ing Calcutta as a tourist when she 
met Preger. “I wasn't planning to 
start walking anywhere,” she 
said. “But they needed nurses 
very much. So I agreed today for 
a week or two. Now I have been 
here for over two months." There 
are others who fust came to 
Calcutta to wink for Mother 
Theresa’s Missionaries of Charity 
but moved to Middleton Row 
because “it’s more me an i ng ful 
here.” And there are still others 
«wfao learned of Preset's climes 
from the media. Britain’s Chan- 
nel 4 television made a 
documentary on the doctor’s 
work some time ago, “and that 
gave os a tot of publicity,” Preger 
noted. 

“We get a number of volun- 
teers who will do anything,” he 

added, “and we do get s ome ve ry 
dramatic cases: Infected wounds, 
road traffic accidents, leprosy 
cases, TB patients. The vohm- 
teers do excellent dressing... in- 
fact, the school of Tropical Medi- 

dne (a well-known Calcutta 
teaching hospital) sometimes 
sends leprosy patients to us be- 
cause we do better dressing.” 

Naren Pnmanik, 45, whose 
ifirfjgimng skin disease m a kes 
Mm look almost 80, says of Pre- 
ger, “This man only gives. The 


hospitals only take.” Mujit AH, 
32, fell from a three eight years 
ago and was paralysed from the 
waist down. He had to drag him- 
self along the ground until Preger 
got Mm an orthopedic tricycle. 
“This doctor can cure everything 
except sudden death," AH says. 
Another patient ctemro in: “Doc- 
tor Jade is God on earth; be 
supports that which society finds 
insupportable.” 

Mexficine came late to Preger. 
In the 1950s, he was at Oxford 
. U nive r sity studying philosophy 
and politics and specialising in 
economics. “I had a fairly good 
teacher in foe Institute of Agri- 
cultural Eccmourics and I got 
i nt e r ested in the economics of 
underdeveloped regions,” he re- 
called. “I wanted a research job 
in West Africa bat my degree was 
not good enough.” 

So be went back to tbe land, 
and fanning, a life he knew from 
Ms childhood in Wales. He be- 
came deeply affected by the New 
Te stamen t of the Bible, and in 
1966, at the ripe age of 35, he 

joined the Catbofic church. In the 
same year he enrolled in the 
medical school in Dublin. “The 
very point of studying medicine 
was to be able to do social work,” 
he explained. 

Preger first osed Ms medical 
Aflh during Ms internshi p. Next 
to the hospital the Legion of 
Mary operated a shelter for the 
homeless and destitute. Preger 
was impressed by the group and 
he started working for the home 
in Ms spare time. Then foe fledg- 
ling doctor heard a radio report 
about Concern, an organisation 
that urgently needed doctors in 
Bangladesh . So, in Christmas 
Eve 1972 he landed in Dhaka. “I 
didn't really known where I was 
going or what I was domg. I never 
had foe time to read foe papers 
when I was an intern, so I didn’t 
even know where B ang la de s h 
was,” he admits. “I actuafly rang 
up the Tndum high commission 
in London to ask where Dhaka 
was, and they fold me it was in a 


completely different country.” 

Memories of his first day there 
in a refugee camp remain vivid: 
*TU never forget it, it was so 
horrible. They (refiigees) were 
living in total degradation... 
There was no proper ventilation 
and the tempe ratnre was incredi- 
ble. Hundreds and hundreds of 
people, each family with its tittle 
bat of floor space. In every pas- 
sage, every corridor, refugees 
everywhere.” 

“Then I went to the Geneva 
Camp, ran very, very barfly by 
the Swiss Red Cross. There was 
no sanitation. You couldn’t walk 
around in sandals: mod and sew- 
age everywhere. Children, would 
get a glass of milk, and that was 
that... some occasional food, 
which they didn’t get every day. 
Everyone in rags... terrible sca- 
bies, TB, right through the 
camps. Within a few months 
there was a smallpox epidemic.” 

Preger said that he had trouble 
deeping for a long time after- 
wards. He routined, “I ased to 
dope myself, but I had terrible 
nightmares. There were three 
other people from Ireland with 
me. That (first) night they 
couldn’t eat at afl. Two of them 
were a married couple. But foe 
fond, an engineer setting op tnbe 
wells in the camps, got more and 
more depressed and w i t h dr a wn. 
He took to locking htmsgtf fa. 
Eventually they had to break 
down the door and send Mm 
home. Then there was another 
who worked m a home for vag- 
rants. He got very depressed, 
'started drinking and one day be 
jumped into die hotel swimming 
pool folly clothed... just lay on 
the bottom, wouldn’t come np. 
They had to finish Mm out He 
was afl right but had to be sent 
home.” 

In 1974 Preger became homo- 
side. He went back to Ireland, 
only to re t urn very soon. Bang- 
ladesh was ravaged by floods and 
famine that year. He joined a 
Dutch organisation for children 
and also started a 90-bed dime 


1 * 



Providing free medical treatment to the poor. Dr. Jack Stager 
strives to mdnfatin sta nda rds of hygiene, which h not foe case at 
other free dfafcs (WNL). 


for deatitntes. He confirmed to 
work in Bangladesh until 1979, 
when the government, with no 
official explanation, ordered him 
to leave the country after he blew 
foe whfede cm a scam involving 
high officials. 

He was put on a plane for 
Singapore but disembarked at 
Bangkok and flew to Calcutta. 
Why Calcutta? “Because 1 knew 
the language (Bengali is spoken 
in Bangladesh and West Bengal) 
and .it’s dose to Bangladesh 
where I hoped to re t urn . No, I 
didn't think then that tins dty 


stood in special need of my help.” 
In August 1979 he offered Ms 
services to Calcutta’s Missionary 
Brothers of Charity, working 
with homeless children and fami- 
lies. But he soon left because be 
felt that their medical standards 
were too tow. 

He has walked a difficult road, 
inducting the breakup of his mar- 
riage last year. He misses Britain 
and Ireland, bat his work is here. 
“I am going to be in Calcutta and 
working as tong as I can,” be says 
with a smile. — World News 
Link. 


Cambodia’s wild 
west — whisky, 
guns and guerrilla 


By Satin Waunbovorn 

Renter 

SRAE-UMPUN, Cambodia — 
This is Cambodia's wild west — a 
lawless boom town where guns 
are more common than street 
lights, deals are hammered out 
over whisky, and shadowy war- 
riors lark in nearby Mils. 

The port of Srae-Umpun, 120 
kilometres west of Phnom Penh, 
is growing rich from fishing and 
togging and as a trading post for 
foreign luxury goods. 

Many residents are recent 
arrivals from the countryside who 
fled for the relative safety of the 
town following the withdrawal of 
Vietnamese troops from Cambo- 
dia last September. About 20 per 
cent of the population of 12,000 
are Vietnamese settlers. 

Khmer Rouge guerrillas, bat- 
tling the Phnom Penh govern- 
ment since foe Vietnamese inva- 
sion in 1979 ended their own 
bloody rule, are making their 
presence felt in the surrounding 
countryside. 

“People dare not live in foe 
villages any more. The Khmer 
Rouge are everywhere in the 
jungle,” said district chief Kao 
Sangtbong. 

A few nights ago an explosion 
rocked the town, sending people 
running in panic. The next morn- 
ing it transpired that a gas cylin- 
der in a fishing boat had ex- 
ploded. But tiie incident served 
as an example of the fear of the 
Khmer Rouge. 

Government soldiers inspire 
tittle confidence. 

At one army camp, reporters 
saw soldiers smoking marijuana. 
Artillery pieces were left unman- 
ned — soldiers were in tbe town 
working at other jobs, a guard 
explained. 


Troops also extort a “tax,” 
payable in money or cigarettes, 
from travellers on tbe road. 

“When people say the road to 
Phnom Penh is unsafe, they mean 
foe danger comes from soldiers,” 
said foe wife of a district adminis- 
trator, who asked not be identi- 
fied. 

Encouraged by a machine-gun 
tapping on the car window, a 
reporter handed over 20 riel at a 
checkpoint a few kilometres out- 
side town — only about five U.S. 
cents but enough to keep tbe 
soldier happy. 

Senior civilian officials and 
businessmen drive around town 
in new Japanese cars. In one local 
administrators office, cases of im- 
ported scotch whisky stood in 
stacks and Thai businessmen 
dropped by to discuss logging 
contracts. 

Ships from Singapore unload 
goods at Koh Kong, about 30. 
kilometres west along the coast, 
where they are transferred into 
smaller boats and brought into 
Srae-Umpun on a bay off the 
Gulf of Siam, 

A Koh Kong businessman. 
Hear Meng, said he had ordered 
3,000 motorcycles and dozens of 
new and second-hand cards test 
month and quickly sold them all. 

Officials said that last month 
about 100 government soktiers 
mutinied and looted foe market 
place. A boy was wounded in 
shooting. All were captured after 
tiie fishing boat in which they 
tried to flee broke down. 

Townsfolk said tiie mutineers 
were angry about corruption and 
the luxury lifestyles led by offi- 
cials. 

“Sodatism cannot apply in tins 
province,” said Governor Rung 
Framkasorn. “We are relaxing.” 
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Rabbis hit Jackpot in 
1990 Israeli budget 


TEL AVIV (R) — Rabbis have 
scored an unprecedented victory 
when the Israeli parliament 
approved a state budget allocat- 
ing three times more money to 
rctigkxis institutions than in 1989. 

The four religions parties, with 
18 of the Imesset (parliament's) 
120 seats, lurid the balance of 
power between Israel's two main 
parties straggling to form a gov- 
ernment. 

In the early hours of Friday, 
religions parties were assured 
that ultra-orthodox institutions 
known as “yeshivas" would re- 
ceive $121 /trilli on ia state foods. 

The amount surpasses the $100 
milli on squeezed into the budget 
virtually at die last minute to 
bufld bouses for a flood of Sonet 
immigrants doe in Israel this 
year. 

Angry . Labour parliamenta- 
rians saod the price paid for the 
sup port of religious parties was 
tantamount to bribery. 

"What is the point of putting 
price Hants on bread, sugar mid 
oil if there is no limit to the price 
of political bribery? How do we 
dean the shame?” said Yair Tzar 
bam, head of the leftist Mapam 
Party. 

Several parliamentarians 
argued the increase would 
jeopardise essential welfare prog- 


German 
unification 
to cost 
$26b — 
think tank 

EAST BERLIN (R) — An East 
German think tank said Friday 
that the cost of German unifica- 
tion would be about 45 biOioa 
West German marks ($26.5 tril- 
lion) and op to one quarter of die 
workforce out of jobs. 

Lutz Maier, bead of the in- 
fluential Institute for Internation- 
al Politics and Economics 
told a news confe r e n ce this was 
his estimate for introducing the 
West German currency, ending 
price controls, r e for min g the tax 
and banking systems 

“The total cost of creating a 
market economy is not completely 
dear. So these calculations are 
s om e w hat speculative,” the news 
agency ADN quoted Maier as 
saying. 

Maser’s estimate assumed that 
East German salaries and pen- 
sions would be con ve rt e d into 
West German marks at a rate of 
one to one. 

H is study envisaged unempkiy- 
ment, virtually unknown under 
the Co mmnn tst government top- 
jried Late last year, peaking at 
betwee n 1.5 and two million out 
of a wor k for ce of just over eight 
milli on 

“We need a more mobile work- 
force, involving wide-ranging re- 
training programmes,” Maier 
said. But with enough investment 
the long-term prospects for the 
economy were rosy, be added. 

One unknown in Maiers cal- 
culations was the level of debt in 
industries and firms. 

Under Communist rule, statis- 
tics were rarely pubfisbed and 
often depicted a more favourable 
picture than reality warranted. 

The East German state bank 
published its armnal report for 
.file first time this week, showing fore- 
ign debt at about $18.5 billion 




billkm East German marks ($208 
billion at the official commercial 
rate). 


rammes as the nation grappled to 
absorb a new influx of immigrants 
and an 8.9 per cent unem- 
ployment rate — the highest in 
two decades. 

Long- bearded rabbis in black 
cloaks have become central fi- 
gures in Israel’s political arena 
since die collapse of a 15-month 
coalition between the rightist 
Likud and more dovish Labour 
Party over a U.S. peace proposal. 

Support in paiijament is split 
60*60 fra each party. 

Labour ieader Shimon Peres 
was granted first try to form a 
government winch he hopes will 
lead to talks with Palestinians on 
holding elections in the occupied 
territories and ending a 27-month 
uprising there. 

But Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir’s Likud, which obtained 
the increase in funds for the 
religious institutions thanks to its 
majority in the parliament fi- 
nance committee, was likely to 
gain points with die rabbis after 
the budget approval. 

Labour members of die com- 
mittee were pressured by tbeir 
Leaders to approve the boost in 
funds though the party had pre- 
viously set a $75-million limit on' 
nefigiotK funds. 

The ultra-orthodox account for 
only 10 per cent of Israel's Jewish 


population and the focus on them 
during budget debates enraged 
secular Israelis. 

The rabbis say they just wish to 
offer tbeir youngsters free educa- 
tion hkv* that granted at public 
secular schools. 

Television reporters said they 
had not managed to locate sever- 
al institutions which appeared on 
a list of would-be recipients of 
thousands of dollars tiris year. 

The Israeli budget was passed 
without a finance minister. Psrcs, 
who was vice-premier and finance 
minister, was dismissed by Sha- 
mir in the crisis which culminated 
in tire collapse of the coalition 
government. 

Israel Central Bank Governor 
Michael Bruno said he expected 
the budget to be revised in three 
months under a new finance 
minister. 

Hie largest single allocation in 
1990 was $11 bflHon to debt ser- 
vicing. Defence was the second 
largest at about $6 billion, up 125 
million on the previous year. 

The treasury fixed a target five 
per cent increase in gross domes- 
tic product compared with s one 
per cent growth rate in the past 
two two years. 

The budget also aimed to lower 
inflation from 20.7 per cent in 
1989, though an estimated figure 
for the year was not announced. 


Soviet options for 
price reform range 
from bad to worse 


MOSCOW (R) — Oil can be 
cheaper than mineral water in the 
Soviet Union, the official news 
agency TASS said Friday, in ex- 
plaining the need for price re- 
form. 

* 

Such reforms are inevitable if 
the people’s confidence in the 
government does not drop so low 
as to make change impossible, 
TASS quoted Vyacheslav Sen- 
chagov, chairman of the state 
committee on prices, as saying. 

Price reform is part of a pack- 
age of radical economic measures 
likely to be introduced this year 
in what Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev calls a “controlled 
transfer from central planning to 
“market relations.” 

Bat, to die Soviet consumer, 
the (Hieing options Seuchagov 
outlined to parliament Thursday 
could be classified as bad, worse 
and somewhere in between. 

Under the first, both wholesale 
and retail prices would be 
allowed to rise an average 20 to 
30 per cent. They would stiD be 
regulated but state subsidies, 
which now hold down the price of 
basics such as bread and meat, 
would efisappear. 

The rouble would foil a mini- 
mum 50 per cent against Western 
currencies, TASS quoted Sencha- 
gov as saying. 

The second, “shock” solution 
would follow the “Polish pat- 
tern,” a reference to Warsaw's 
decision to introduce a full mar- 
ket system and free prices. 


Prices of oil and coal would shoot 
up three m five-fold, un pro fi t a ble 
busi n esses would be dosed and 
unemployment would climb. The 
rouble would become convertible 
to other c ur renc ie s more quickly, 
but its value would drop many 
times. 

“It is undear however whether 
the population of the country will 
reconcile themselves to such 
shock therapy,” TASS said. 

The last option combined the 
first two — regulating prices of 
staples such as oil, grain, cott o n, 
and sugar, while allowing prices 
of other commodities to rise 15 to 
30 per cent. 

“The deficiency of tins variant 
is that it is obviously transitional 
on die road to establishment of a 
market economy,” TASS quoted 
Seuchagov as saying. “In the long 
ran the second variant is inevit- 
able.” 

He said the g over nm ent was 
leaning toward the third,” com- 
promise option, but no final deci- 
sion had been made. 

Gorbachev, who has described 
the economic changes under con- 
sideration as “our biggest turning 
pdut,” said formal debate will 
begin within two weeks at a meet- 
ing of his p residential council, BO 
advisory body created by the 
■same law which gave him sweep- 
ing powets. 

Hie Soviet news agency Inter- 
fax reported earlier this month 
that new economic laws would be 
passed by July 1. 
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EC ministers meet to 
discuss monetary union 


GALWAY, Ireland (AP) — 
European finance ministers 
g a t h e re d Saturday for fresh dfe- 
cussous cm their ambitious plans 
to form a monetary moon with an 
American-styte central bank and 
a co m mon c urren cy. 

The minister erf the European 
Community opened day-long 

talks at Ashford castle in western 

Ireland by dBaming proposals 
for quickly patting to gether an 
economic and monetary merger. 

A knowledgeable source, de- 
manding anonymity, said technic- 
al aspects of tiie plans “have been 
taken to a certain point, and they 
have b um ped op against the poli- 
tical plane." 

“It is necessary at this stage to 
get a political steer — are they 
going in the right direction or are 
they not,” be said. 

If the ministers give broad sup- 
port to the plans, “the technical 
work cam be taken further,” be 
mid. 

Ireland's finance minis ter, 
Albert Reynolds, reminded his 
colleagues that there was “full 
agreement about the pr in ciple of 
realising economic and monetary 
union (EMU).” 

Even so, he said, “there are 
differences of view about the 
precise concept of EMU to be 
adopted, and still gr e a ter diversi- 


ty ofopmkms about the processes 
by which to crea te and sustain 
union.” 

The mmhtets* talks are pert of 
a series that EC ofSciali wifi hold 
in the coating months to discuss 
the tradfag Hoc's future dope. 

rreocn ncBOQKxiaDBSMn* 
tenant, West German Chancel- 
lor Hehtrat Kohl and others have 
urged the community to form 
even closer finks m response to 
the political tqihesvah m Eastern 
Europe. 

They argue the community 
mot be s tr engthene d to give 
badly needed support to the 
cmc i g iag d em o craci es on die 
h»tf of tiie e o n tm*"*- * 

Moreover, they want to make 
sure that West Germany and its 
powerhouse economy remain 
firml y anchored in commun- 
ity. They fear it wfll be distracted 
by the nsh to a united G er many . 

As a result, some of the leaders 
have began ptessiug for a q u ick 
econo mic and monet ar y merger 
and a political union of die 12 
nations in the coming years. 

dtTQSG rmoe MHHip M Mar * 

garet Thatcher has opposed such 
radical m o v e s , fe aring a loss of 
sovereignty to new Europe an in- 
stitutions. 

At Saturday’s talks, the finance 
mini s ter s wifi trike a look at a 


proposal drawn up by the corn- 
disunity’s exec utiv e body for a i 

Rrieni Eto- 
serve and the West Gcman Bun- 
desbank. x •’ 

In a recent interview, Henning 
C hrn toph cn ca, . vice-prcadfiot 
oflfaetradmgbioe, said the bank- 
ing system could be set op in 1993 
under the accelerated timetable 
for e conomic and m o netary un- 
ion. 

The economic m eag e r of die 
dozen nations, he said, “is now 
gone to be part of the European 
architecture.” 

“It is not only an ambition for 
some governments or for the 
c ommission (the community's ex- 
ecutive body),” be said. 

The c onwniinfty is considtring 
a d a ce-s t age Murp ri w t for econo- 
mic integration that recommends 
creation of a European system of 
central banks, nicknamed 
Emoted, and use of the ECU — 
die E uro p e an Currency Unit — 
as die joint cur re n c y . 

The first stage of the plan wifi 
gp into effect July 1 when govern- 
ments coordinate more cknety 
their e con o mic and monetary 
polici es . Capital and e xchange 
controls will be abolished so 
money can more freely among 
the nations. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Vlgoda and 
Burrows 
5 Unarmed 
a Toward tba 


aaaaa 


and 

21 WWi 

22 Conforms 

23 Co un terpart 
25 SprtWy 

27 Lacerate 

29 Baa 

30 Singer Johnny 
34 Vane «Br. - 
36 Lyle at god 
33 Palmar or ooff 
SBOHand 

42 Onttting non* 

43 Banter 

44 Surprised 


hi jnii a — ■! 
jiuamijimiu 
aim aimte 
auuu an auall 
ama atiial 
aaaan aua am 
aiMHamu am 


45 Art m own r ent 
41 Bead 
47 Maaaal 
49 JoKRy 
91 Rubbish 

54 kst name 

55 Po a aaaatia 

60 nravlaa 

61 Mmmtkm 

63 Ocatrtx 

64 Act ra a a Tatum 
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Unscramble these four Juntos, 

one tettartoe ach square, to farm 

four ordinary words. 




ICCUB 




Ye s t e rday 1 * 


Now arrange the dreted tatters to 
farm th e «gprtgQ aoaww, aa«io- 
Hosted Dy th» abom cartoon. 


Print answers: CCX J1 

: (Anaamra Monday) 

JtrtWaK W«FE INUET. ABACUS GROTTO 

Ana mm: Wham the fanatics train of thought always 
ran— <JN A SWGLE TRACK • wra r» 
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Top U.S. basketball 
player, coach named 


DENVER (AP) — Unlike «wm» 
of his mcney-conscioos bret hren , 
Lionel Simmo ns chose to re t urn 
to &Dege for his senior year. 

Tbe decision not only will be 
worth a degree this spring, bat it 
helped Simmons earn the Adolph 
Rupp trophy as the Associated 
Press College Basketball Player 
of the Year. 

And the trophy, ironically, 
-may mean an even more lucrative 
professional contract. 

Simmons a 2.01-metre forward 
at La Salle whose 3,217 points are 
exceeded by only two other play- 
ers in NCAA history, was pre- 
sented the award Friday. 

Simmons received 135 of 438 
votes in a nationwide poll of 
sports writers and broadca ste rs 
conducted before the NCAA 
tournament. 

Gary Payton of Oregon State 
was second with 102 votes, fol- 
lowed by Derrick Coleman of 
Syracuse with 63 and tbe late 
Hank Gathers of Loyola Mary- 
motmt with 42. 

'looking at the names of play- 
ers who have won this award in 
die past, X feel very honoured,” 
Simmons said. “It’s mind- 
boggling, knowing my nam» will 


go up there with all those other 
great players. 

“This is something you dream 
of. It’s a prestigious honour, one 
I will cherish.” \ 

The award, named for the late 
University of Kentucky coach, is 
sponsored by tbe Commonwealth 
Athletic Club of Kentucky. 

Previous winners included 
Michael Jordan, Larry Bird, Pat- 
rick Ewing, David Robinson, Bill 
Walton, Mark Aguirre, David 
Thompson, Ralph Simpson and 
last year’s recipient, Sean ElliotL 

Connectlcnt coach Jim 
Calhoun, who led his Huskies 
.from preseason also-rans to tbe 
big east title and witirin one game 
of the NCAA tournament’s final 
four, was named college basket- 
ball coach of tile year. 

Calhoun, the first trig east 
coach to win the award, received 
194 votes in nationwide balloting 
by sports writers. He easily out- 
distanced Kansas’ Roy Williams, 
who received S3 votes, and 
Michigan State’s Jud Heathcote, 
with 80. 

The Huskies finished with a 
school-record 31 victories against 
just six losses and were ranked as 
high as third in the poll. 


Tiozzo takes 
boxing crown 

LYON, Trance (AP) — Frenchman Christophe Tiozzo used a 
rapid left jab to batter South Korea’s Back In-Chul and take the 
World Boxing Association Soper Middleweight crown away from 

him . 

Tiozzo, 26, improved to 26-0. Baek, in his third defense of the 
crown he won in May 1989, is now 47-3, with all three losses 
coming outside of South Korea. 

From the outset, Tiozzo used superior speed to reach Baek with 
powerful left punbees. He caught Baek w alking in with a quick 
right in (he second that surprised the South Korean. 

“I wanted to keep jabbing and be active,” Tiozzo said. “It 
wotted out that way from the beginning.” 

In the third, another right followed a series of punches that sent 
Baek, 28, stumbling. He was given a standing eight count by 
referee Carlos Berocal of Panama. 

“We wanted to kept tbe guy busy and keep him off balance,” 
Tiozzo’s trainer, Don Turner, said. Turner has worked with past 
champions Thomas Hearns and Aaron Pryor. 

Occasionally, Baek advanced in an attempt to box inside 
against his taller opponent But Tiozzo held the South Korean 
away by keeping his left active. 

“I didn’t want him to reach for him,” Turner said. “So it was 
good when Baek kept coming in.” 

In the fifth round, Tkxmo’s punches opened a cut over Back’s 
left eye. The ring doctor breiefly check Baek but allowed the fight 
to continue. 

In the sixth, Tiozzo opened the cot again and scored frequently. 

At that point, the referee decided Back had ihad enough and 
stopped the fight. 

A capacity crowd of 10,000 people watched the fight at the 
arena Lyon Palais Des Sports. 


Jennings: Trying to cut down 
after world championship 


ADC LES BAINS, France (AP) 
— After winning the world cross 
country championship and setting 
three records this year, Lynn 
Jennings plans to cat down on her 
r unning but not her ambitions. 

She wants to enter shorter 
races over the summer in Europe 
with an eye on moving back up to 
the 10,000 metres at the Track 
and Field. World Championships 


in 1991 and the Olympics in 1992. 

Jennings, the first American 
woman since 1975 to win the 
world cross country title, finally is 
reaching her potential after 10 
years of spotty performances. 

What’s next for the 29-year-old 
from Newmarket, New Hamp- 
shire, by age 30? 1 

“To get better,” she says. “I 
would love to get much, much 
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* AQ52 
The bidding: 

West North East Sooth 

Pass 2 0 Pass 3 NT 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Four of * 

The standard of play in the recent 
World Junior Championships was 
extremely high. This fine defense 
was turned hi by Great Britain’s 
Stuart Tredinnick, sitting in the 
West seat. 

After North’s weak two-dia- 
mond opening bid. South simply 
made the value bid. West’s normal 
lead of fourth-best from length and 
strength proved to be especially ef- 


fective, because it knocked out the 
only entry to dummy before declar- 
er- could even get started.-- — * * 

After winning dummy’s king' of 

dubs, declarer led a diamond to his 
queen. Tredmmck ducked — tbe 
only player to find this superb bit of 
deception! Not surpisingly, declarer 
decided East held tbe king of dia- 
monds. After fiddling around for a 
while, trying to get a count of the 
hand, declarer eventually led a dia- 
mond to the ace. When the king did 
not drop. South could come to only 
seven tricks. 

Did Tredinnick get the Brilliancy 
Prize for this effort? Nol Was there 
a hand defended with more pa- 
nache? No! But 11 years ago, during 
the 1978 World Team Olympiad, 
France’s Dominique Pilon was 
faoed with exactly the same situa- 
tion, also in the diamond suit. He, 
too, refused to capture South’s 
queen with his king, and was award- 
ed tbe Brilliancy Prize for his effort. 

We quote from Ecclesiastes I: 
“The thing that hath been, it is that 
which shall be and there is no new 
thing under the sun.” Tredmnick’s 
problem, quite simply, is that he 
was bom too late! 


better.” 

The thought of Jennings get- 
ting better is almost mind- 
bo ggling - Since September, rite' 
has a 15-race winning streak. 

That has encompassed six road 
races, indodmg a new American' 
record for 10 kilometres, six in- 
door races, including a world best 
for 5,000 metres and an Amer- 
ican record for 3,000, and three 
cross-country races, including a 
12-second margin of victory in the 
world championships last 
weekend in so u thern France. 

“Before, I wasn’t confident as 
an athlete,” Jennings said. “I feel 
I made the breakthrough with 
those Now I feel I 

am breathing fire on the starting 
hue these days.” 

-f* After the bests at -5,000 metres 
and 10 kilometres and the anni- 
hilation of the world, cham- 
pionship field over * a six- 
kilometre course, Jennings looks 
to come to Europe over the sum- 
mer and nm shorter races on the 
trade. 

“This year will be devoted to 
improving my rhythm at 1,500 
and 3,000 metres,” she said. “F 
am sure dime will be a hot 5,000 
somewhere this summer.” 

“I don’t plan to run a track 
10,000 until die championship 


year,” she added, referring to the 
World Trade and Field Cham- 
pionships in Tokyo in 1991. After 
tifat there are Olympics in 1992 in 
Barcelona. 

Jennings has bad success in the 
10,000, finishing sixth at that 
distance in both the 1987 world 
championships and the 1968 
Olympics. 

But she hopes to pick up speed 
over the summer on the Euro- 
pean circuit after plotting strategy 
with her coach, John Babington. 

“Since I started working with 
him, he has helped me make 
great strides in tbe last eight 
months,” Jennings said. 

J enning s coached herself for 
two years prior to the 1988 Olym- 
pics but decide d to go back tf 
. Babington^, an attorney in Br . 
ton, who had coached her bef .c. 

Jennings had a career of ups- 
and-downs since she was a teen- 
age r unning sensation in Har- 
vard, Massachusetts. 

“I didn't win an NCAA cham- 
pionship,” she said. “My best was 
a third in tbe .3,000 my senior 
year.” 

After graduating with a history 
degree in 1983, she started losing 
interest in running, culminating 


Czechoslovakia ties with the 
U.S. in Davis Cup quarterfinals 


PRAGUE (AP) — Last-minute 
replacement Petr Korda 
ambushed Brad Gilbert in three 
quick sets Friday to give Czechos- 
lovakia a 1-1 tie in its quarterfinal 
Davis Cup dash with the United 
States. 

In tbe opening match, Aaron 
Krickstein took advantage of 
wildness by tiring Milan Srejber 
of Czechoslovakia to win a five- 
set battle that lasted nearly four 
boars, 4-6, 7-6 (7-5), 7-6 (7-5), 
6-7 (4-7), 6-3. 

Knrda, a wiry left-hander who 
was named to play singles for 
Czechoslovakia when Davis Cup 

veteran MOoslav Mecir withdrew 
with a back pain, needed just one 
hour, 44 minutes to defeat Gil- 
bert 6-2, 6-3, 6-3. 

Korda, ranked 26th in the 
world, kept Gilbert off -balance 
with his hard serve and kept the 
fifth-ranked American running 
from side to side until he had a 
chance to hit a w inning shot. 

Gilbert, who bounced his rack- 
et on the court and kicked the 
ball in. disgust, resorted in the 
final set to trying to slow Korda 
down with a series of lobs. Bnt 
that did little to stop Korda, who 
rolled on his back on the court 
and kicked his legs in the air to 
celebrate the victoty. 


The “reverse” singles matches, 
with Krickstein taking on Korda 
and Gilbert playing Srejber, will 
be held Sunday. 

Tbe survivor of the series will 
advacne to the semifinals in 
September against the winner of 
this weekend’s contest between 
Austria and Italy. Austria led 
that series 2-0 after Friday's 
matches. 

Krickstein's marathon victory, 
which opened the weekend series 
at the Sportovni Hala Ice Rank, 
took three hours, 57 minutes. 

Srejber overpowered Krick- 
stein with his booming serve in 
the first set, wrapping up the set 
with his seventh ace. But Srejber 
gradually lost control of bis serve 
as he tired, resulting in more 
double faults than aces for the 
rest of the match. 

After winning only three points 
on Srejber’s serve in the first set, 
Krickstein started catching np 
with the Czechoslovak’s big serve 
and waiting for mistakes. Srejber, 
ranked 59 in the world, had only 
two aces and four double faults in 
the second set and lost a 7-5 
tiebreaker. 

The wildness continued in tbe 
third set, with five aces and an 
equal number of double faults for 
Srejber, and the seventh-ranked 


Krickstein wrapped up another 
7-5 tiebreaker with a lob over 
Srejber’s bead that was returned 
into the net. 

Srejber rebounded in the 
fourth set to win a 7-4 tiebreaker, 
but be collapsed in tbe final set. 
The Czechoslovak lost the first 
four games of the set, and a late 
rally fell short when Krickstein 

slammed' a service return past 
Srejber on his third match point. 

Meanwhile in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, Alberto Mandni fell 
behind in every set Friday, but 
rallied at key points to defeat 
Jens Wcrrhmann, handing Argen- 
tina a 1-0 lead over defending 
champion West Germany in 
Davis Cup quarterfinal play. 

In a match that was delayed by 
r am and lasted 4 hours 35 minutes 
once it began, Mancmi ousted 
Worhmann 7-5, 4-6, 7-6 (7-2) and 
7-6 (7-2). 

The second singles. match be- 
tween Argentina's Martin Jaite, 
ranked no. 11 in the world, and 
Carl-Uwe Steeb, ranked 14, was 
postponed until Saturday because 
of impending darkness and the 
threat of rain. 

“Tbe German was playing his 
first Dads Cup match and must 
have gotten a bit nervous on the 


tieb- 


crucial points, like the 
reaks.” Mandni said. 

Wor hmann agreed, “top play- 
ers like Mandni, who is no, 16 in 
the world, always (day best at 
decisive points and that is what he 
did today,” said Worhmann, 18 
years old and ranked 83rd in the 
world. 

Both players hit from the base- 
line and tried to keep tbe ball in 
play rather than drill winners. 
Both had problems getting their 
first services in, and made any 
unforced errors. 

Mandni, 20, was particularly 
inconsistent. Trailing 3-1 in the 
first set, he served an ace to win 
game four broke Worhmann’s 
service to tie the score and served 
another ace to dose out game 
seven and taken the lead. 

In the third set, be serviced and 
lost four straight points in the 
opening game, then came back to 
serve and win four straight points 
in the fifth. 

“In the fourth set, he squan- 
dered a 4-2 and match point at 
5-4, only to crush Worhmann 7-2 
in the tiebreake. 

“The German played well, bnt 
I was able to raise my game when 
I had to,” Mandni said. “He 
played better than I expected.” 


Soviet player: Adjustment to NHL 
took longer than expected 


in a disastrous performance at the 
1984 Olympic trials. 


EAST RUTHERFORD, New 
Jersey (AP) — Adjusting to life 
in the National Hockey League 
has taken a lot longer than Soviet 
player Viacheslav Fetisov had ex- 
pected. 

The road trips, the new team- 
mates, the constant hitting and 
tbe higher intensity level have 
made it difficult for the star 31- 
year-old defenseman. 

However, > the getting- 
aoqnainted period seems to be 
ending late in Fetisov’s “rookie” 
season and that is going to help 
the New Jersey Devils when tbe 
playoffs start next week. 

Fetisov had his most produc- 
tive game in- the ^NHL Thursday 
night, collecting a goal and four 
assists as the Devils <£sfeated the 
New Yojk Rangers 6-4 to dutch 
second place In the Patrick Divi- 
sion. 

“ha .the Soviet Union Fm not 
nsed to every game meaning so 
much,” Fetisov said through in- 
terpreter Dimitri Lopuririn, the 
Deyils* strength coach. “Fm nsed 
to peaking for certain tourna- 
ments.” 

• Fetisov is peaking now. He 


won’t say it, bnt his play indicates 
it. He is controlling the puck in 
his end of the ice and becoming 
more dangerous in the offensive 
zone. 

Devils' coach John Cunniff 
compares him to either Wayne 
Gretzky or Mario Lemieux. 

“Gretzky's and Lenrienx’s line- 
mates always seem to be going to 
the holes,” Cunniff said. “They 
get there and they know they are 
going to get the puck right on 
their sticks.” 

The Devils needed time to real- 
ise Fetisov does the same thing. 

“I think we have learned now 
that Slava always looks for die 
pass,” said Devils' left wing Bren- 
dan Shanahan, who got his 30th 
goal of the season Thursday on a 
tip-in set np by Fetisov and fellow 
Soviet defenseman Alexei Kasa- 
tonov, “The players are starting 
to read off of him.” 


Shanahan 

early-season 


said part 
problem was 


of the 
that 


Fetisov, and his new teammates 
weren’t thinking alike. 


HOUSE/APARTMENT 

WANTED 

A foreign family requires an unfurnished three-bedroom house/ 
apartment in either Shmeisani or Wadi Saqra area. 

Please contact: 

Tel. B83773 before 9 a.m. and 2 p.m, to 5 p.m. 
682883 between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. 



“Do You Know Why KLM 
Always Expands Its Business?” 

“They Want To Be Ready When 
You Expand Yours ” 

Our dedication to business travel can be shown m many ways 
and today it is that KLM reservations and information department 
in Amsterdam can be reached 24 hours a day/ 7 days a week by 

(31-20) 747747 

Try the world’s first airline you guarantee prompt professional 


LOST PASSPORT 

Abdur Rashid for Jam 
Ullah from Bangladesh 
announces the loss of his 
passport issued from 
Bangladesh on 18.4.1982, 
passport number C 
980946. . 

If found please call the 
nearest police station. 


Use it any where you need it: 
home, office etc. It removes • 
scales, carbonate hardness; 
and it dechlorinates water a*s 
well. 

* BRITA water filter improves 
quality of water. 

Al Mahar Est, Wadi 'fia- 
qra, Tel. 648818. 




MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 
In Shmeisani, Sweifieh. 
Abdoun and many other loca- 
tions. 

For more Information 
please call 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 810686 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
CO., LTD 

INVITATION TO TENDER 

ESHIDIYA PHOSPHATE MINE PROJECT 

This notice for specific goods follows the general procurement 
notice for this project which appeared in the United Nations 
Development FOrum Issue 291, March 31, 1990. 

The Jordan Phosphate Mines Company has received a loan from 
the World Bank in various currencies equivalent to $31 million, 
and intends to apply part of the proceeds of the loan to eligible 
payments under the contracts for which this invitation to tender is 
issued. 

Tenders are invited for Tender No. 5F/90 (2 hydraulic face 
shovels 6.0 cu.m, for Eshidiya Mine). 

Tender documents are available to eligible bidders at the 
address below and will be available from March 31, 1990. On 
payment of JD 150, which will be non- refundable, bids in sealed 
envelopes shall be submitted to the address below not later than 
14.00 hours local on May 15, 1990. 


Jordan Phosphate Mines Company 
P.O. Box 30, Amman, Jordan 
Tel. 660141-7 . 

Telex 21223 FOSFAT JO. / Fax: 682290. 


TYCHE HOTEL 

Has now opened a health activity 
and physical fitness club 


AUSTRIAN EMBASSY 
OESTERRE1CH1SCHE BOTSCHAFT 


ANALLE 

IN JORDAN1EN 

Aufgrund neuer Rechtslage koennen kuenft\g Oester- 
reicher auch im Ausland an Oesterreichisch^n Bundes- 
wahlen und bundesweiten Volksabstimmur ,gen teilneh- 
men. Dies wird erstmals bei den Nationalratr jwahlen am 7. 
Oktober 1990 moeglich sein. Voraussetzun'g ist zunaechst 
die Eintragung in die Waehlerevidenz einr*r oesterreichis- 
chen Gemeinde. 

Diesbezuegllche Antragsformulare sind ab sofort 
bei der Botschaft erchaeltiich. F uer Auskuenfte 
steht die Botschaft (Tel. 644635), zur Verfuegung. 




SUMMfiR 
SCHC/OL 

Performances: 3 jq, g-jo, 10:30 









[ 


\ N 



10 


!W@rId News 


JORDAN TIMES, SVSDAY, 


German politicians clear 

in Stas! row; talks lag 

EAST BERLIN (R) — East Germany's top three 
poB&adsas all but desred their zsames over aBlega- 
ik>as they were Stas security police iafonoers, bat 
attempts to IForm the coentry’s first Bon-Co mm u n i s t 


gevenameEi still tag. 

The official East German News 
Agency (ADN) said late Friday 
the country’s likely next prime 
minister. Christian Democratic 
Party (CDU) leader Lotfaar de 
Maiziere, had beea absolved of 
working for the former Stasi. 

Communist Party chief Gregor 
Gysi, a lawyer like the CDU politi- 
cian, looked at De Maizieres files 
and also found nothing incrimi- 
nating about himself at die Stasi’s 
vast Normannenstrasse head- 
quarters in East Berlin. 

Earlier Social Democrat (SPD) 
Ibrahim Boebme saw his files and 
said afterwards he would resume 
leadership of the party Monday, a 
week after he stepped aside to 
clear bis name. 

“East Germany's top politi- 
cians emerged exonerated from a 
review of their Stasi files,” said 
ADN. But it cited Boehme’s 
lawyer as saying some documents 
had yet to be studied. 

“I think we will close this chap- 
ter within a week,” lawyer Fried- 
ricb -Wilhelm Von Sell said. 

The Stasi kept files on virtually 
every citizen as part of its sytem 
of keeping East Germany under 
control during the four decades 
on Stalinist rule that ended 
peacefully last year. 


Allegations that politicians and 
dozens of the 400 new parlia- 
mentarians were Stasi informers 
have hampered efforts to form a 
government following East Ger- 
many’s first free elections two 
weeks ago in which a three-party 
conservative alliance led by the 
CDU won the most votes. 

The focus now for the parties 
involved in a coalition talks — the 
second-placed SPD and the CDU 
— is who will be in the govern- 
ment rather than who they pre- 
viously worked for. 

Explanatory talks resume Sun- 
day, with the CDU keen to make 
the negotiations more binding be- 
cause parliament convenes next 
Thursday to approve De Maiziere 
as premier and to ask him to 
present a cabinet as soon as 
possible. 

The SPD says discussions will 
remain tentative as long as the 
CDU insists on including its 
right-wing election ally, the Ger- 
man Soda! Union (DSU). 

Although the SPD hinted ear- 
lier this week it did not entirely 
rule out a coalition with the DSU, 
the Sodal Democrats said Friday 
such a team was difficult to im- 
agine. 

With the economy in tatters 
and Bonn waiting to start unifica- 


tion talks with the new govern- 
ment, the SPD is under growing 
pressure to drop hs resistance to 
.the DSU. 

The small liberal Alliance of 
Free Democrats has already been 
agreed in principle with the con- 
servatives to join a coalition. 

Soldiers want to switch 
to dvBian service 

Meanwhile, thousands of East 
German soldiers want to switch 
to civilian duties for the red of 
their military service, ADN said 
Saturday. 

The agency quoted an East 
German official as saying 14,000 
soldiers had applied to change to 
non-uniformed duties in hospit- 
als, old people's homes, industry 
or forestry. 

The figure could rise to 40,000 
in addition to those new recruits 
who opt for civilian rather than 
army service. 

The East German Armed 
Forces, once the pride of the 
Soviet-led Warsaw Pact, have 
faced dramatic problems since 
last years revolution overthrew 
the Communist old guard and set 
East Germany on a coarse for 
unification with West Germany. 

Many recruits hare simply gone 
home, others have deserted to 
the West and those who remain 
do not adhere to discipline. 

The full strength of the armed 
forces, including 77,500 profes- 
sional soldiers, was 172,000 until 
last year. Now the figure is down 
to almost half that total. 


Bulgaria 
to hold free 
elections 
in June 

SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria’s Com- 
munist-dominated parliament 
voted Friday to hold the country’s 
first free elections for 40 years in 
June, completing the sweep of 
East European countries moving 
to democracy. 

The National Assembly also 
accepted constitutional changes 
which will wipe out all traces of 
socialism. 

Formal approval of the elector- 
al laws is expected next Tuesday 
when parli am en t is ^ to dis- 
solve itself to allow campaigning 
for the elections on Jane 10 and 
17 to begin. 

Parliament agreed to diimge 
the existing constitution to de- 
scribe Bulgaria as a democratic 
republic and drop any reference 
to the word “socialist” 

Bulgaria will be the last East 
European state — apart from 
Albania — to hold multi-party 
elections, following closely be- 
hind Chechoslovakia, which has 
polls on June 8 and 9. East 
Germany and Hungary voted this 
month and Romania will vote in 
May. 

Several veteran C ommunis t de- 
puties told Reuters that they felt 
insulted by the opposition-in- 
spired programme of changes and 
would try to organise a last-ditch 
campaign against them. 


Muigmn parties reach poll accord 


BUDAPEST. Hungary (AP) — 
The Democratic Forum, the par- 
ty with the strongest showing in 
last Sunday's elections , has 
agreed to form an alliance with 
two sm alters conservative parties 
for the decisive runoff elections 
April 8. 

i he agreement could be a pre- 
liminary step to the formation of 
a conservative coalition to bead 
Hungary’s first democratic gov- 
ernment in more than 40 years. 

The Democratic Forum agreed 
with the Independent Smallhol- 
ders’ Party and the Christian 


Democrats to have voters cast 
ballots for whichever candidate of 
the three parties is str onge s t in 
their districts, said the Hungarian 
News Agency (MTE)- 

A split vote and complex elec- 
toral system meant that only five 
of the 386 contested parliamen- 
tary seats were decided in last 
Sunday’s first round of elections. 

The Democratic Forum also 
got 24.71 per cent of the party 
vote, defeating their chief rivals, 
the Liberal League of Free 
Democrats, who garnered 21.38 
per cent. 


The Independent Smallholders 
were in third place with 11.76 per 
cent and the Christian Democrats 
sixth with 6.46 per cent. 

In the April 8 runoff, the 
League of Free Democrats is 
likely to team up with die leftist 
Young Democrats, who came 
fifth Sunday with 8.94 per cent of 
the votes. 

The ruling Socialists, formed 
from the Co mmunis t reformers 
who led Hungary peacefully to- 
ward democracy, came in fourth 
Sunday with 10.89 per cent of the 
votes. 


One party official said be esti- 
i mated that one third of the Com- 
munist parliamentarians could 
defect to form their own party. 

Despite the fall of hardline 
leader Todor Zhivkov last November 
and the birth of a vigorous intel- 
lectual-led opposition, opinion 
polls show the Communists still 
enjoy great public support. 

A new constitution will be 
‘drawn up by the new body 
elected in June. Conceding a key 
opposition demand, the govern- 
ment agreed tins should be a 
400-member body, known as a 
“ great national assembly.” which 
would decide whether to resign or 
cany on its routine functions af- 
ter creating the new basic law. 

In return, the opposition 
agreed to accept Petar Mladenov, 
the current head of the ruling 
state council, as the fin* holder of 
the new post of president of 
Bulgaria. 

. Under the new election law, 
the first round of voting will elect 
200 members by a proportional 
system, with voters opting for 
parties rather than indivirfiials. 
The rest of the members will be 
elected by a simple majority v ote. 

Parties wifi hare to poll at le.ast 
four per cent erf the vote to win a 
seat in parliament. Any indi- 
vidual will be allowed to form a 
political party provided it is not 
based on religion, is not fascist 
and does not support violence. 

The laws fixed strict limits on 
foreign aid for opposition parties 
which lack funds after four de- ' 
cades of one-party rule. i 


Police kill 4 during Nepal protests 


KATHMANDU (R) — Nepalese 
police hare shot dead at least four 
more people in battles with resi- 
dents of a Kathmandu suburb 
protesting against the arrest of 
political activists, witnesses and 
government sources said 
Saturday. 

Witnesses said two people were 
shot dead Saturday and a noise 
was critically wounded when 
police opened fire on several 
thousand demonstrators in the 
Lalitpnr district 

Government sources said 
police shot dead two men during 
house-to-house searches in Lalit- 
pur late Friday night after the 
town erupted in protest against a 
government crackdown on a six- 
x veek-oid campaign for multi-par- 
^ ' democracy. 

The government has confirmed 
rfia t two people were shot dead 


earlier Friday in Lalitpur as 
police battled to drive back pro- 
testers hurling bottles and stones. 

The Movement for the Res- 
toration of Democracy (MRD), 
an alliance of £)iiticai parties 
banned for 30 years, has launched 
protests against Nepal’s partyless 
system of elected councils. 

The MRD has appealed to 
Nepal’s King Birendra, who is 
above the constitution, to stop 
police breaking op its demonstra- 
tions and arresting hundreds of its 
activists. 

The government says Nepal’s 
system is democratic and that the 
MRD has been influenced by 
Communist extremists. 

Witnesses said MRD suppor- 
ter and Lalitpur residents, in- 
cluding peasants brandishing 
farm took, took to the town's 
streets Saturday to protest against 


Friday’s deaths. Police opened 
fire after failing to halt the de- 
monstration with tear gas. 

The nurse, from Kathmandu’s 
main Bir Hospital, was shot in the 
chest, the witnesses said. 

Hie Nepal Medical Association 
has already called on its 2,300 
doctors to stop ail but emergency 
services Sunday 

Kathmandu doctors rallied be- 
hind the MRD after at least 12 
people died in dashes with police 
during die first three days of the 
campaign for open political activ- 
ity, launched on Feb. 18. The 
MRD has held demonstrations 
and strikes. 

A special edition of Nepal’s 
government Gazette Saturday 
banned employees of essential 
services, including transport, 
post, electricity, water and banks, 
from striking. 


W@1LD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Hun 'gaay, S. Africa to resume ties 

JOH.Ab INESBURG (AP) — Hungary and South Africa have 
decided to resume diplomatic relations, the South African 
Depart/nt *nt of Foreign Affairs announced Saturday. Permanent 
diplomatic missions above consulate level will be opened in each 
country, 't will not be embassies, said department spokesman 
Eva Dtv. Ni "> date has been set for the move. The Soviet Union 
and its allies cut off relations with South Africa 30 years ago 
because of ti.x * South African policy of racial segregation called 
apartheid. But South African Foreign Minister Pik Botha has said 
his government continued to have trade and other contacts with 
some East Bloc countries, although a total boycott officially 
existed. 

‘@ SS- 23 s mis&'Hes in Bulgaria’ 

SOFIA, Bulgaria (AP. > — Bulgaria has 72 short-range missiles, 
eight of them Soviet-uu ,de SS-23s with a maximum range of 500 
kilometres, a Foreign M Inistry official said Friday. “The eight 
missiles were bought ana 1 received in 1986, they are Bulgaria’s 
property and are under ext 'iadve Bulgarian control," the official 
was quoted by the Bulgariai. 1 News Agency (BTA) as saying. The 
official, who was not identifi* ^ by name, said there “have never 
been and there are not at tin ’ moment any missiles in Bulgaria 
which should be declared and destroyed on the strength of the 
INF treaty signed by the Soviet Union and the United States in 
1987.” The SS-23 missiles "have never had (nuclear warheads) 
nor has there been any intention to supply them with nudear 
beads,” BTA said. 

SJ.S. Judge stays execution of killer 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A judge ha « blocked the scheduled 
execution next Tuesday of convicted do uble murderer Robert 
Aiton Harris, saying he may not have gotte. * competent psychiat- 
ric help during his trial. "It is reasonably argi *abfe. and we cannot 
determine from this record, whether Harris i i eceired competent 
psychiatric assistance, ” said Judge John Noona'U of the 9th U.S. 
Gram Court of Appeals. Noonan issued his ordc t after a hearing 
Friday, calling the oedston “a vindication of the st* 81 ® aiK * federal 
interest that no one be put to death without due pr, r xess of law.” 
Harris was convicted in the July 5, 1978 sbootm'g deaths of 
16 -year-olds John Mayeskf and Michael Baker, in San Diego. He 
abducted the boys while searching for a car to steal in th'® use of a 
bank robbery. Norman said U.S. District Judge William .Enright, 
who turned down an appeal by Harris Wednesday, shorn 'd have 
held a bearing on new psychiatric evidence submitted b_ v the 
defence. 


WHO reports 15 million childhood deaths 

GENEVA (AP) — Fifteen million children under the age of five 
die every year, most of them needlessly, a report by die World 
Health Organisation (WHO) has said. The World Health 
Statistics Annual said vaccine-preventable diseases, acute di- 
arrhea and respiratory infections were the main causes of death 
among the very young, especially in the Third World. It said of 
file estimated 11 million deaths occnrm g gnrmaH y in mriiwt Haliiwl 
countries, heart disease was the biggest Itiller (2.4 million) 
followed by cancer (23 miUion) and strokes (1.5 ntiDioa). Some 
800,000 people in the developed world died from “violent causes” 
last year, including 180,000 from suicide and 170,000 from road 
accidents, it said. The report, which collates 1989 national 
statistics of most of the U.N. agency's 166 members, put the 
annual total of worldwide deaths at 50 million. 

Man charged for starting New York fire 

NEW YORK (R) — Cuban immigr ant Julio Gonzalez, the jilted 
lover accused of setting the devastating fire at a Bronx Chib, was 
charged with 174 counts of murder — the biggest murder 
uKfirtment in U.S. history. In another New York Court, relatives 
of three of die fires victims filed multi-million dollar lawsuits 
against the city and the owner and die lessee of the building. 
Bronx Prosecutor Robert Johnson said Gonzalez showed “a 
depraved indifference to human life.” The grand jury a lso 
charged Gonzalez with arson and the attempted murder of his 
former girlfriend, Lydia Feliciano — a ticket taker at the social 
dob and one of only five people who escaped the blaze alive early 
Sunday. Eighty-seven people died in the fire, the biggest mass 
murder in U.S. history. Gonzalez was charged with two counts of 
murder for each of the 87 victims. 


Blast kills 5 in Chinese train station 

HONG KONG (AP) — An explosion rocked a crowded train 
station in the southern Chinese dty of Canton, killing five people 
and injuring more than 30 others, pro-Peking newspapers 
reported Saturday. The blast occurred about 6:45 p.m. Friday 
some 25 metres from the west gate of the station, which was thick 
with people as -a train from Shanghai had just arrived, the 
newspapers said. The reports said the cause of the explosion was 
unknown. City and provincial officiate immediately launched an 
investigation and held emergency meetings Saturday. Morning 
newspapers reported three dead, but the afternoon Grinese- 
la n gua ge New Evening Post said the toll had risen to five. 


Baker attacks U.S. isolationism 


WASHINGTON (R) — Secret- 
ary of State James Baker has 
vowed to resist isolationist press- 
ures for the United States to 
lower its international profile be- 
cause of the easing of East-West 
tensions. 

Referring to the renewal of the 
age-old debate within the United 
rates over what its international 
rote should be. Baker said in a 
speech in Texas that the world 
still needed American leadership. 
The text of his speech was made 
available to reporters in 
Washington. 

“Now that the adversaries of 
democracy are weaker, some say 
we should retire, mission accom- 
plished, to tend our problems at 
home,” Baker said. 

“I am not among them. In the 


new world struggling to be 
born... there is do substitute for 
American leadership.” 

Senior officials said isolationist 
sentiment was becoming a serious 
concern for the administration of 
President George Bnsh, which 
has scored most of its successes in 
foreign rather than domestic 
policy. 

“The speech is a pan of an 
effort which I think we will be 
making more of in the future to 
try and effect a debate at home,” 
said one senior State Depatment 
official. 

“Hie notion... is that with ail 
the changes internationally, were 
also facing a changed debate at 
borne... whether it be neo-isola- 
tionism or a question of how tire 


United States leadership 
changes," be said. 

Baker said that supporting 
demo cracy would become an im- 
portant tool of U.S. foreign poli- 
cy, not only in Eastern Europe 
and Central America but also in 
areas of the world where demo- 
cracy has traditionally not 
flourished. 

“I reject and I hope America 
always rejects the view that 
democracy is for certain societies 
but has no place in Africa or Aria 
or South America or even in the 
Middle East,” he said. 

A democratic Soviet Union 
was the best long-term guarantee 
of a constructive Soviet approach 
to international problems. Baker 
argued. 


Pakistan rules out 
war over Kashmir 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — Pakistan 
will not be pushed or provoked 
into another war with neighbour- 
ing India over the disputed terri- 
tory of Kashmir, Foreign Minis- 
ter SahahraHa Yaqub Khan said. 

Yaqub Khan said be did not 
believe India wanted another war 
either. 

“The biggest reason for this 
determination is that war is no 
solution to any problem,” the 
foreign minister said at a dinner 
Friday night for participants of an 
envoys’ conference. 

Pakistan and India have fought 
two wars over Kashmir, an old 
princely state now divided by a 
United Nations monitored cease- 
fire line. 

The eastern part is held by 
India anH called Jannnu-Kash- 
mir, while the western slice is 
controlled by Pakistan and called 
Azad Kashmir, or free Kashmir. 

Muslim militants have been de- 
manding creation of an indepen- 


dent nation in Jammu-Kastunir, 
the only state with a Muslim 
majority in predominantly Hindu 
India. 

The secessionist movement 
flared anew on Jan. 20 when 
Muslim youths took to the streets 
to protest a government crack- 
down on the militants. More than 
200 people have been killed, 
mostly in dashes between Indian 
security forces and Muslims. 

India regularly accuses Pakis- 
tan of instigating the militant 
movement, a charge the Islama- 
bad government denies. 

The secessionist movement has 
been fading and flaring since the 
1947 division of the British-ruled 
subcontinent into India and Isla- 
mic Pakistan. 

Muslim militan ts at one time 
wanted to become part of Pakis- 
tan, but in the past year they have 
been deman (ting independence 
and the status of a neutral coun- 
tries. 


ANC postpones talks with 
South African government 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The 
African National Congress 
(ANC) Saturday postponed its 
long-awaited first official meeting 
with the South African govern- 
ment in protest against police 
shootings in a black township. 

The decision, which followed a 
week of increased violence in 
black areas across the country, is 
i a severe blow to the delirate 
movement towards negotiations 
between the country’s white rul- 
ers and the black majority over 
possible future power-sharing. 

“The talks have been sus- 
pended as a protest against the 
killings in Sebokeng," ANC in- 
ternal leader Ahmad Kathracfa 
said, adding the postponement 
was indefinite. The meeting had 
been set for April 11. 

Senior ANC officials said a 
statement would be issued from 
their Lusaka headquarters later. 

Sooth African Foreign Minister 
Pik Botha told reporters: “The 
government regrets the ANC de- 
cision. We are investigating the 

Sebokeng killings ” 

President F.W. de Klerk had 
set considerable store in the talks 
as a key to a programme of 
political reforms he began last 
ttuonfh with the legalisation of the 
/vNC, the biggest black opposi- 
tion group, and the release from 
prison of its figurehead, Nelson 
M/iindela. 

Oienn Babb, a prominent par- 


liamentarian for the ruling 
National Party, said he believed 
the ANC’s authority had been 
seriously undermined by the out- 
break of black factional violence 
and that the organisation may be 
playing for time to get its house in 
order. 

At least 11 people were killed 
and hundreds injured when 
police opened fire last Monday 
on thousands of demonstrators 
in Sebokeng black township 
south of Johannesburg when they 
protested against inferior muni- 
cipal services under apartheid 
race laws. 

Police said they were forced to 
shoot in self defence when attack- 
ed by a stone-throwing mob, but 
independent witnesses said the 
■crowd was peaceful when police 
fired shotguns, tear gas and rub- 
ber bullets. 

The ANC initially was silent 
about the incident, but Mandela 
indicated Wednesday that his 
movement would react. 

“We must do something about 
this,” he said when he visited the 
wounded in Sebokeng hospital. 

ANC officials said privately 
then that the April 11 meeting 
might be suspended unless the 
government withdrew troops 
from black townships. 

The talks are the second impor- 
tant recondHatory meeting sus- 
pended by the ANC in the past 24 
hours. 


Philip compares population 
bomb to nudear holocaust 


UNITiiD NATIONS (R) — Bri- 
tain’s F*rince Philip has warned 
that the; global consequences of 
unimpef led population growth 
would bd; more devastating than a 
nudear LtolocansL 

In a spdeefa to the U.N. popula- 
tion fund (the Duke of Edinburgh 
said it was', high tune that political 
leaders bcj?an to face facts and 
attempt to salve the population 
crisis. i • 

“The fuses of the population 
bomb has already been ignited 
and the con&equences of the ex- 
ploitation for, the fbtnre of the 
world will be .a great deal more 
devastating tiian any nudear 
holocaust,” he said. 

The prince, who is bead of die 
Worldwide Funci for Nature, said 
the human pojTuiation growth 
sustained by science and technol- 
ogy from rich 'nations caused 
almost insoluble problems for fu- 
ture generations. 

“Anyone who txdieves that we 
can somehow posh people oat to 
find a new home o.n some other 
planet or some other' solar system 


can only be a science fiction 
addict,” said die prince, husband 
of Queen Elizabeth. 

Population growth “is consum- 
ing essential as well as non-essen- 
tial resources at a rate that cannot 
be sustained, and above all, it is 
condemning thousands of our fel- 
low Irving organisms to extinc- 
tion,” be said. 

Without proposing any specific 
remedies, be said that it must be 
obvious by now that further 
population growth in any country 
was undesirable. 

Citing statistics that show foe 
current world population — more 
than five bifiron — would reach 
14 billion by the year 2100, he 
castigated the so-ctriled “plenty- 
of-room lobby” for believing the 
Earth could sustain such growth. 

The president population, he 
said, could survive only by con- 
suming “non-renewable re- 
sources at an accelerating rate 
and renewable resources, such as 
timber and sea fish, at a rate 
much faster than they can natur- 
ally regenerate.” 
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Poindexter 
jury starts 
deliberations 
Monday 

WASHINGTON (R) — John 
Poindexter's criminal case, the 
last major trial stemming from 
the Iran-contra scandal that 
rocked Ronald Reagan's pres- 
idency, goes to the jury Monday 
following final arguments from 
prosecution and defence. 

The 54-year-old retired navy 
rear admir al was portrayed by his 
attorneys in closing statements 
Friday as the responsible “cap- 
tain of the ship” at Regan’s 
National Security Council. 

But prosecutors said Poindex- 
ter had committed a “enne of 
deception” and should be 
punished. 

When arch crimes were com- 
mitted, said lead prosecutor Dan 
Webb, they “cracked the very 
foundation on which our system 
-of government rests.” 

Poindexter is charged with five 
felonies stemming from the cov- 
er-up of the 1985-86 operation to 
sell arms to Iran in exchange for 
U.S. hostages and then funnel the 
profits from weapons sales to the 
Nicaraguan contras despite a con- 
gressional ban on such aid. 

He is charged with two counts 
of lying to Congress, two of ob- 
structing Congress and one of 
conspiring to commit these 
crimes. 

Conviction on all five charges 
could mean a prison term of up to 
25 years and up to S1.25 million 
in fines. 

Chief Defence Attorney 
Richard Beckler said Poindexter 
did not lie about the affair and 
always believed he was carrying 
out Reagan’s policies. 

“It was not some grimy Kttie 
conspiracy like the prosecution 
would have you believe,” Beckler 
said, “...tire president of the Un- 
ited States was the driving engine 
behind tins operation.” 

Poindexter resigned in Novem- 
ber 1986 when the scandal came 
to light, Beckler said, “not be- 
cause he did anything wrong, but 
because, like the captain of a 
ship, he accepted responsibility.” 

Webb tfisnussed Reagan’s role 
as the driving force behind the 
Iran-contra cover-up and attack- 
ed Reagan's videotaped testi- 
mony for the defence. 

“The reason Ronald Reagan 
was called to the stand was in the 
hope that if you listened to testi- 
mony of a former president in 
support of John Poindexter, in- 
stead of looking at evidence and 
the facts, you’d assume just be- 
cause the president testified, you 
ought to acquit,” Webb told the 
jury. 

“That defence... is an insult to 
your intelligence.” 

Poindexter is tine highest-rank- 
ing member of the Reagan admi- 
nistration to stand trial on Iran- 
contra criminal charges. So far, 
none has been sentenced to 
prison. 

Oliver North, Poindexter’s for- 
mer aide at the NSC, was con- 
victed of three Iran-contra felo- 
nies last May and is currently 
performing community service i 
while he appeals that conviction. < 
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LOS ANGELES (R) — Zsa Zsa 
Gabor has paid her dues for 
slapping a police officer by work- 
ing 50 boms at a shelter for 
homeless women asd agreeing to 
host a benefit auction for the 
institution, a prosecutor said Fri- 
day. Deputy Los Angeles Pro- 
secutor Eiden Fox said a tetter 
from the shelter director indi- 
cated that the entertainer had 
completed her coram unity ser- 
vice. She was originally se nt enced 
late last year to do 120 hoots of 
community service, but Fox said 
be was satisfied that with the SO 
hours already served and the 
June auction she bad fulfilled the 
courts requirements. Gabor, who 
claims to be 59 years old and not 
the recorded 66 or 68 and who is 
better known for her television 
appearances and her sharp ton- 
gue rather than her acting, was 
found guilty of assaulting Beverly 
Hills police officer, Patti Kramer 
after he bad pulled her over in 
hex Rolls Royce for a traffic 
infr action in June. Kramer is 
seeking $10 nrilikra in a civil scat 
against Gabor alleging s lan d er, 
assault and battery and causing 
emotional distress. 

Flower exposition 
opens in Japan 


OSAKA, Japan (AP) — Robots 
and futuristic pavilliom competed 
with thousands of lush blossoms 
as the International Garden and 
Greenery Exposition opened 
Saturday. Displaying 2.5 million 
flowers representing 2,000 
varieties from 80 nations and 54 
international organisations, the 
exposition opened for special 
guests from around the world. 
“Expo *90” opens to the public 
Sunday. “I hope that by coming 
in contact with the world’s flow- 


ers and greenery we can under- 
stand the profoundity of nature 
and deepen the desire to seek a 
better environment for the world 
in the next century,” Crown 
Prince Narubhc told 3.000 VIP 
guests at she opening ceremony. 
Flower varieties, such as the blue 
poppy of the Himalayas, the de- 
sert rose of East Africa, and the 
brightly coloured lobster’s daw 
from Central and South America, 
will be on display. Some 30 pavil- 
ions will feature simulated na- 
ture exhibits, high-definition tele- 
virion presentations of ballet, and 
a 3-D movie of computer graphics 
that takes the audience inside the 
bodies .of plants and animals. 
Inside the Mitsui-Tosbiba 
pavilion, robots show off 
their musical talents while an 
animation film is shown. Three 
pavillions feature "Expo Wed- 
dings" — held in the state of 
Hawaii garden with couples dad 
in traditional Hawaiian wedding 
costumes. The weddings are 
offered free with priority going to 
couples planning to honeymoon 
in Hawaii. 
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Only women cab 
drivers may wear 
skirts in LA 


LOS ANGELES (R) — The dty 
of Los Angeles, seeking to smar- 
ten op the grubby image of its 
taxicab drivers, decreed a dress 
code Friday that said skirts 
should be at least knee length — 
and they should be worn only by 
females. A spokesman for the 
dty commissioners said he didst? 
not know how many male cabbies 
bad been driving around in skirts, 
but doubted that the habit was 
widespread. Male drivers who 
continue to skirt around the new 
cede can be fined up to $500, and 
if they persist their cab company 
coakf be fait for $100,000, the 
spokesman said. The also 
bans shorts, sandals, sweatsuits 
and pants with bold prints or 
plaids. Shirts must have ao more 
than two buttons undone, and 
they must be tucked in, whether 
the cabby is wearing a skirt or 
trousers. Females, by the way, 
may wear trousers. 

Cocktails slashed In 
Wall Street outback 


~Tr , employe 

Friday the company to! 
that the regular Friday 
“happ y hour” was bex 
wwn as a cost-cutting n 
“It’s the end of an era," j 
fmptoyee, who asked ot 
identified. “It to 


■--- •• WMl WJ 

weekmghts, then on 
mghts, now its no nig 
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said that an internal men 
this trcek said the Friday 
drinking sessions were b 
? cndcd - The “happy be 
been used to entertain cl 
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is inconsistent 
belt-tightening current! 
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